BOD ¶ 161: F-R II. The Nurturing Community
F) Women and Men—We affirm with Scripture the common
humanity of male and female, both having equal worth in the
eyes of God. We reject the erroneous notion that one gender is
superior to another, that one gender must strive against another,
and that members of one gender may receive love, power, and
esteem only at the expense of another. We especially reject the
idea that God made individuals as incomplete fragments, made
whole only in union with another. We call upon women and men
alike to share power and control, to learn to give freely and to
receive freely, to be complete and to respect the wholeness of
others. We seek for every individual opportunities and freedom
to love and be loved, to seek and receive justice, and to practice
ethical self-determination. We understand our gender diversity to
be a gift from God, intended to add to the rich variety of human
experience and perspective; and we guard against attitudes and
traditions that would use this good gift to leave members of one
sex more vulnerable in relationships than members of another.
G) Human Sexuality—We affirm that sexuality is God’s good
gift to all persons. We call everyone to responsible stewardship of
this sacred gift.
Although all persons are sexual beings whether or not they
are married, sexual relations are affirmed only with the covenant
of monogamous, heterosexual marriage.
We deplore all forms of the commercialization, abuse, and
exploitation of sex. We call for strict global enforcement of laws
prohibiting the sexual exploitation of children and for adequate
protection, guidance, and counseling for abused children. All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status, or sexual orientation, are entitled to have their human and civil rights ensured
and to be protected against violence. The Church should support
the family in providing age-appropriate education regarding sexuality to children, youth, and adults.

We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth,
created in the image of God. All persons need the ministry of the
Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as well as the
spiritual and emotional care of a fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with God, with others, and with self. The United
Methodist Church does not condone the practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching. We affirm that God’s grace is available to all. We will seek
to live together in Christian community, welcoming, forgiving,
and loving one another, as Christ has loved and accepted us. We
implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian
and gay members and friends. We commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons.
H) Family Violence and Abuse—We recognize that family violence and abuse in all its forms—verbal, psychological, physical,
sexual—is detrimental to the covenant of the human community.
We encourage the Church to provide a safe environment, counsel,
and support for the victim and to work with the abuser to understand the root causes and forms of abuse and to overcome such
behaviors. Regardless of the cause or the abuse, both the victim
and the abuser need the love of the Church. While we deplore the
actions of the abuser, we affirm that person to be in need of God’s
redeeming love.
I) Sexual Abuse—Violent, disrespectful, or abusive sexual
expressions do not confirm sexuality as God’s good gift. We

reject all sexual expressions that damage the humanity God has
given us as birthright, and we affirm only that sexual expression that enhances that same humanity. We believe that sexual
relations where one or both partners are exploitative, abusive, or
promiscuous are beyond the parameters of acceptable Christian
behavior and are ultimately destructive to individuals, families,
and the social order. We deplore all forms of the commercialization
and exploitation of sex, with their consequent cheapening and
degradation of human personality. To lose freedom and be sold
by someone else for sexual purposes is a form of slavery, and we
denounce such business and support the abused and their right
to freedom.
We call for strict global enforcement of laws prohibiting the
sexual exploitation or use of children by adults and encourage
efforts to hold perpetrators legally and financially responsible. We
call for the establishment of adequate protective services, guidance, and counseling opportunities for children thus abused.
J) Sexual Harassment—We believe human sexuality is God’s
good gift. One abuse of this good gift is sexual harassment. We
define sexual harassment as any unwanted sexual comment,
advance, or demand, either verbal or physical, that is reasonably perceived by the recipient as demeaning, intimidating, or
coercive. Sexual harassment must be understood as an exploitation of a power relationship rather than as an exclusively sexual
issue. Sexual harassment includes, but is not limited to, the creation of a hostile or abusive working environment resulting from
discrimination on the basis of gender. Contrary to the nurturing
community, sexual harassment creates improper, coercive, and
abusive conditions wherever it occurs in society. Sexual harassment undermines the social goal of equal opportunity and the
climate of mutual respect between men and women. Unwanted

sexual attention is wrong and discriminatory. Sexual harassment
interferes with the moral mission of the Church.
P) Sexual Assault—Sexual assault is wrong. We affirm the right
of all people to live free from such assaults, encourage efforts of
law enforcement to prosecute such crimes, and condemn rape in
any form. It does not matter where the person is, what the person
is wearing, whether or not he or she is intoxicated, if he or she is
flirtatious, what is the victim’s gender, or any other circumstance.
Q) Pornography—Scripture teaches that humans are created
in God’s image and that we are accountable to God through right
relationship. Sexual images can celebrate the goodness of human
sexuality through positive depiction in art, literature, and education. We deplore, however, images that distort this goodness and
injure healthy sexual relationships.
We oppose all forms of pornography and consider its use
a form of sexual misconduct. Pornography is sexually explicit
material that portrays violence, abuse, coercion, domination,
humiliation, or degradation for the purpose of sexual arousal.
Pornography sexually exploits and objectifies both women and
men. Any sexually explicit material that depicts children is abhorrent and victimizes children. Pornography can ruin lives, careers,
and relationships.
We grieve the pervasiveness of Internet pornography, including among Christians, and especially its impact on young people
and marriages.
The Church is called to transformation and healing for all persons adversely affected by pornography. Congregations should
send a clear message of opposition to pornography and commitment to safe environments for everyone. We encourage strategies
to eradicate pornography, to support victims, and to provide open

and transparent conversation and education around sexuality and
sexual ethics. We also believe that people can be rehabilitated
and should have the opportunity to receive treatment; therefore,
churches should seek ways to offer support and care for addressing issues of addiction. Further, all churches are encouraged to
review and update appropriate child, youth, and adult protection
policies to reflect The United Methodist Church’s position that the
use of pornography is a form of sexual misconduct. By encouraging education, prevention, and pathways to recovery for all
affected by pornography, we live out our Wesleyan understanding of grace and healing.
R) Bullying—Bullying is a growing problem in parts of the
connection. It is a contributing factor in suicide and in the violence we see in some cultures today. We affirm the right of all
people, regardless of gender, socioeconomic status, race, religion, disability, age, physical appearance, sexual orientation and
gender identity, to be free of unwanted aggressive behavior and
harmful control tactics.
As the Church, we can play a pivotal role in ending this
problem. We urge churches to seek opportunities to be trained
in responding to the needs of those who have been bullied, to
those who perpetrate bullying, and to support those in authority
who may witness or be called to intervene on behalf of those who
have been bullied. Churches are urged to connect with community associations and schools in this outreach.
We encourage churches to adopt a policy of zero tolerance for
bullying, including cyberbullying, within their spheres of influence; stand with persons being bullied; and take a leadership role
in working with the schools and community to prevent bullying.

