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Facts

At 9114 a.m. on November 12, 2022, | recelved a request for a ruling of law In writing from Rev,
Dan Morris by emall, | had the conference secretary respond to him by emall letting him know
to be ready to present his request when | called for questions fallowing the resolutlon on focal
churches belng presented for disaffillation by our conference trustees and cabinet,

Our online special session of annual conference began at 10:00 a.m. | gave my devotion, We
proceeded through a practice vote and cablnet resolution. | asked for questlons, No questlons
were ralsed in the Q/A concerning the disafflliations. | called upon Rev, Morrls to speak to his
request for a rufing of law, He did not come on camera, but shared his request verbally as
found In Exhibit If. Immediately after his verbal readlng of the request, | gave the following
raling and rationale, There were no addltlonal comments or questions from others participating
In the speclal session, There was no appeal of my deciston,

Rullng and Ratlonale

“| rule this request out of order. | belleve that this matter has already been decided by Judicial
Councll Rullng 1422, The Alabama-West Florida Annyal Conference has also sent [h two rules of
law on this moot matter on to Judiclal Councll for review. 1 do not see any reason o go through
this agaln, | belleve that these churches are qualified for disaffiliation as set forth by the
provislons of 2553.1, especlally in that any of these churches can polnt to actlons or inactions of

the annual conference around matters relating to the practice of homosexuality, ordinatlon,
and marrlage.”

| ruled this request out of order because | belleve no rule of law Is required In this case, Qur
trustees have a polfey not to look back for proof of these matters. Our superintendents ensure
that the resolutlons and hallots in each certlfled church conference vote Includes the language

in 2553,1. To ask for anything else would be harmful to the conference and churches and Is not
required by 2553 of the Boak of Discipline,




Request for a Ruling of Law

Presenting Issue: The Alabama West Flovida Conference Adminisiration has interpreted
2553 in a manner that will cause frreparable harim if allowed to continue. Theve are no
stated reasons of conscience in the published disaffiliation vesolutions coming before this
called session of Annual Conference that meet the qualifications of this lhmited church law.

As it stands today, the property resolutions before the called special sesslon of the Annual
Conference are in flagrant violation of the 2019 Book of Discipline { 2553.1, intentionally
ipnoring the protections of the Trust Clause, and opening the Amual Conference to
potential malfeasance through fraudulent transfers of property.

Rationale: The Judiclal Council has stated as folows regarding the authority of the
Discipline: '

“The Discipline is the law of the church that regulates every phase of the life and work of
the church. Decision 96 made cler the principle that the Discipline is the only authoritative
boolk of law of the church, All entlties of the church arve bound by Its provisions, All actlons
of an annual conference must be faithful to and consistent with the Discipline, An annual
conference may express disagreement with other bodies of The United Methodist Chureh,
but Is still subject to the Constltution, the Discipline and the decislons of the Judicial
Cownell, It Declston 886 the Judlclal Councll announced the principle that annual
conferences may not legally negate, ignore or violate provisions of the Discipline with
which they disagres, even when the disagreements are based on conscientlous cbjections
to those provisions.”

Decision No. 1120 {2009},

I wonld request a bishop's decision of law as to whether the Alabama West Florida
Conference District Superintendents, Bishop, Board of Trustees, Chancellors, and other
Alabama West Blorida Conference officials have negated, ignoved, or violated the
provisions of qualification for disaffiliation set forth in 2019 Book of Discipline §f 2553.1 by
presenting churches for disaffiliation that have failed to establish bona flde “reasons of
conscience” regarding a change in the requivements and provisions of the Book of
Piscipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marrlage of self-
avowed and practicing hoimosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
{onference, or the actions or Inactlons of its annual conference related to these issues
which follow, evidenced by the lack of information regarding "reasons of conscience”
presented to this body in light of a request to vote on disafflliation of these churches at this
session of Annual Conference?




Called Annual Conference Session

Saturday, November 12, 2022

Via Zoom Webinar

Welcome and call to order of 194th session by Bishop David Graves, Purpose of this
session Is to finailze the process of local church disaffillations. Bishop Graves gave
thanks for his and Mus, Graves reappointment to the Alabama--West Florida
Conference, He then gave opening remarks and a devetion Jooking toward advent and
what God Is calling us toward and do and be, He relterated that these matters are nota
bustness decision- they are so much more than that, What s our mission and what Is
God calling us to do and be? Are we doing harm? Let’s place ourselves in the field with

the angels and say peace be with you, Bishop Graves then led the body in the Apostles
Creed,

Moving into business session-

Bishop Graves gave thanks for being at Huntingdon College in Ligon Chapel for the
session. He ntroduced some of those in leadership who were on the call and In the
room- Conference lay leader, Gene Floor, jolned online, Seated on the stage was Rev.
Ashley Davis, Assistant to the Bishop and Conference Secretary, Mr, Bob Northeutt,
conference chancellor, along with Di, Jeff Wilson, Supexintendent of the
Montgomery-Opelika and Dothan Distrlcts and Dean of the Cabinet, were also seated
on stage. Also present on site were modexators, Deaconness Celeste Eubanks, Director
of Connectional Ministrles, Rev, Jenni Hendrlx, Director of Ministerlal Services, and
Suzanne Jones, conference treasurer, Sarah McWilllams, Journal editor, served as
asslstant secretary.

Rev. Ashley Davis then explained the voting process and lead the body in a practlce
ballot, After the practice voting concluded, organizing motions were put forth to the
body by Rev. Ashley Davls:

Motlon for the election of secretarial staff;

Bishop, 1 move that Sarah McWiillams be elected as the assistant secretary for the
speclal called conference,




Motion for establishing the bax:

Bishop, 1 move that the bar of the conference be set to include ail lay members and
clergy members who were verified by conference staff and given a unique link to this
sesslon, Full, pact-time, or retired local pastors who have completed course of study
but are nol appointed and affiliate members are present on this call but do not have
votlng privileges,

Motion for attendance:
Bishop, 1 move that our attendance be pulled from the zoom participation list and be

made up of thoge Individuals who have not only registered but are present today and
vote on at least one ballot,

Motion for the adoption of the agenda:

Bishop, I move that our agenda simply be made up of the cabinet xesolution for local
church disaffillations and the vote to ratify those disaffiliations by the conference.
Information regarding each church that we will be voting on today has been available
on the conference website for the fast 2 weeks, You can aceess Ithere now, '

Motion for rules of speeches:

As patt of our oxganizing motions, regarding speeches, I move, Bishop, that we follow
the rules of General Conference which mits speeches to three minutes each, with
three speeches fox and three speeches agatnst, with the speeches for and agalnst
alternating, In order fo give volce, participants with need to raise thelt vixtual hand
and a moderator will workcwith them to get them recognized,

All motions passed.

Ratification of Disaffillations

Dr. Jef{f Wilson presented the resolutlon on churches disaffillating churches from the
United Methodist Chuzch following the process laid out in paragraph 2553 of the Book
of Discipline and our conference policy. The resolutlon was made available on the
conference webslte on October 28th, 'These churches have followed the process latd
out in paragraph 2553 and by our conference trustees. They have all held a church
conference with at least a 2/3 majority of those present voting to disaffiliate, Each of
the churches has been oxganized by district for simplicity.

Baypines District




WHEREAS, Resurrection United Methodist Church located in Baldwin County in
the Baypines District of the Alabama-West Florlda Conference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

Demopolis District

WHEREAS, Bethiehem United Methodist Church located in Perry County in the
Demopolis District of the Alabama-West Florida Confeyence has had along and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Brent United Methodist Church located in Bibl County in the
Demopolis District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Churceh; and

WHEREAS, Heiberger United Methodist Chuxch located in Pexry County in the
Demopolis District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had along and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Pondville United Methodist Chureh located in Blbb County in the
Demaopolls District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Chureh; and

WHEREAS, Zton United Methodlst Church located in Perty County in the
Demopolls District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a Jong and
proud history as a Unlted Methodist Chureh; and ‘

Dothian District

WHEREAS, Abbeville United Methodist Church located in Henyy County in the
Dothan Distiict of the Alabama-West Florlda Confexence has hiad a long and proud
history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, 01d Center United Methodist Church located in Henry County in the
Dothan District of the Alabama-West Florlda Conference has had a long and proud
history as a United Methodlst Church; and

WHEREAS, Iiberty Unlted Methodist Church located in Henry County in the
Dothan Distrlct of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a long and proud
history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Mt. Carmel United Methodist Church located in Dale County in the
Dothan District of the Alabama-West Florlda Conference has had 4 Jong and proud
history as a United Methodist Church; and




WHEREAS, Pinckard United Methodist Church located in Henry County In the
Dothan District of the Alabama-West Blorida Conference has had a long and proud
history as a United Methodist Chureh; and

WHEREAS, Smmson United Methodist Church located in Geneva County in the

Dothan Dlstrict of the Alabama-West Florlda Conference has had a long and proud
history as a United Methodist Church; and

Marlanna-Panama City District

WHEREAS, Compass Lake Unlted Methodist Chutch Jocated in Jackson County in
the Matlanha-Panama City District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has
had a long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Grace United Methodlst Chuxch located In Jackson County in the
Marlanna-Panama City District of the Alabama-West Piorlda Conference has had
a long and proud history as a United Methodist Chukch; and

WHEREAS, Parker Unlted Methodist Church located in Bay County in the
Marlanna-Paniama City District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had
a long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

Moblle

WHEREAS, Ebenezer United Methodist Church located in Washington County in
the Moblle Dlstrlet of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had along and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

Montgomery~Opelila District

WHEREAS, Hatchechubbee Unlted Methodist Church located in Russell County in '
the Montgomexy-Opelika District of the Alabama~West Florida Conference has
had a long and proud history as a United Methodlst Church; and

WHEREAS, Liberty United Methodist Church located in Macon County In the
Montgomery-Opelika Distrlct of the Alabama-West Florida Conference hashad a
long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Notasulga United Methodist Chuxch located in Macon County in the
Montgomery-Opelika Distrlct of the Alabama-West Floxida Conference has had a
long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Mutphy’s Chapel United Methodist Church located In Pike County in
thie Montgomery-Opelika District of the Alabaina-West Elorlda Conference has
had a long and proud history as a United Methodlst Church; and




WHEREAS, Petrey United Methodist Church located in Crenshaw County in the
Montgomery-Opelika District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a
long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Pine Level United Methodist Church located in Montgomery County In
the Montgomery-Opelika District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has
had a leng and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Sardis United Methodist Church located in Tailapoosa County in the
Montpomery-Opelika District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a
long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Troy Flrst Unlted Methodist Chuxch located in Plie County in the
Montgomery-Opelila District of the Alabama--West Florida Conference has had a
long and proud history as a United Methodist Chuxch; and

Montgomery-Prattville District

WHEREAS, Ealrview United Methodist Church loeated in Montgomery County in
the Montgomery-Prattville District of the Alabama-West Florlda Confexence has .
had a long and proud history as a United Methodist Chureh; and

WHEREAS, Mt, Nebo United Methodist Chwrch located in Chilion County In the
Montgomery-Prattville District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had
along and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Pleasant Grove United Methodist Church located in Chilton County in
the Montgomery-Prattville District of the Alabama-West Florlda Confexence has
had along and proud history as a United Methodist Chureh; and

WHEREAS, Thorsby United Methodist Church located in Chilton Gounty in the
Montgomery-Prativille District of the Alabama-~West Florlda Conference has had
along and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Vexbena United Methodist Church located in Chilton County in the
Montgomery-Prattville District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had
along and proud history as a Unlted Methodist Chuxch; and

WHEREAS, Walnut Creek United Methedist Church located in Chiiton County in
the Montgomery-Prattville District of the Alabama-West Floxlda Conference has
had a long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

Pensacola District




WHEREAS, Chumuckla United Methodist Church located in Santa Rosa County in
the Pensacola District of the Alabama-West Florida Conference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Communtty Life United Methodist Church located in Santa Rosa
County In the Pensacola Dlstilet of the Alabama-West Florlda Conference bas had
a long and proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Mae Edwards United Methodist Church located in Santa Rosa County in
the Pensacola District of the Alabama-~West Florida Conference has had a Jong and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Pace United Metbodist Church located In Santa Rosa County in the
Pensacola District of the Alabama-West Floxida Conference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, Pine Forest Untted Methodist Church located in Escambia County in
the Pensacola District of the Alabama-West Florida Gonference has had a long and
proud history as a United Methodist Chutch; and

WHEREAS, each of these churches has held a chuxch conference, in compliance
with 5191 246.8, 248, and 2553.2-.3 of the Book of Discipline, at which at least
two~thirds (2/3) of the professing membets present at the church conference
voted to dlsaffiilate fromn The United Methodist Church “for reasons of consclence
regarding a change In the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline
related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of
self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General
Conference, or the actlons or inactlons of its annual conference related to these
Issues™; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to ¥ 25014 of the Book of Discipline, each of these chuiches
holds its real and personal, tangible and Intangible property “in trust for The
United Methodist Church and subject to the provisions of its Discipline”; and

WHEREAS, 11 2553 of the Book of Discipline provldes a specific clreunstance in
which property subject to 1 2501.1 can be released from the trust imposed by that
paragraph; and

WHEREAS, each of these chiurches has entered Into a disaffillation agreement with
the Annual Conference agreeing to pay all sums and to talee all actions required by
1 2553 of the Book of Discipline and the Disaffillation Pollcy of the Alabama-West
Florlda Annual Conference adopted at its 2019 Annual Conference session; and




WHEREAS, these disaffillation agreements must be ratifled by the Annual
Conference to be effective,

NOW, THEREFORE DE I'T RESOLVED, that the Alabama-West Florlda Annual
Conference meeting victually on Novemnbrer 12, 2022, does hereby celebrate the
ministries of these congregations through the years by glving all glory to God,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members of the Alabama-West Florida
Annual Conference concur with and ratify the declslon of these churches to
disaffillate with an afflxmative vote,

Blshop Graves opened the floox for guestions in the Q&A,

Rev. Dan Morxis of Gulf Breeze UMC presented a Rule of Law:

Prasenting Tssue; The Alabaina West Florlda Conference Administration has
Interpreted Y 25453 In a manner that will cause Irveparable harm if allowed to continue,
There are no stated reasons of consclence jn the published disaffiliatlon resofutions
coming before this called session of Annual Conference that meet the qualifications of
this limited church law,

As {t stands today, the property resolutions before the called special session of the
Annnal Conference are in flagrant violation of the 2019 Boolc of Discipline ¥ 25531,
Intentlonally ignoring the protections of the Trust Clanse, and opening the Annual
Conference to potential malfeasance through fraudulent transfers of property.

Ratlonale; The Judicial Council has stated as follows regarding the authority of the
Discipline:

“7he Disclpiine is the law of the church that regulates every phase of the life and worlk
of the church. Declsion 96 made clear the prinelple that the Discipline is the only
authoritative bool of law of the church. All entities of the church are bound by its
provisions, All actions of an anmual conference must be falthful to and consistent with
the Disclpline. An annual conference may express disagreement with other bodies of
The United Methodist Church, but {s still subject to the Constitution, the Discipline
and the declsions of the Judictal Council, In Decislon 886 the Judicial Council
announced the prinelple that annual conferences may not legally negate, ignore or
violate provistons of the Disclpline with which they disagree, even when the
disagrecments ave based on conscientious objectlons to those provisions,”

Decislen No, 1120 (2009).

1would request a bishop's decision of law as to whether the Alabama West Blorida
Conference Disttict Superintendents, Bishop, Board of Trustees, Chancelloxs, and




other Alabamu West Florida Conference officlals have negated, ignored, or violated
the provistons of qualification for disaffiliation set forth in 2019 Book of Discipline %
25531 by presenting churches for disafiliation that have fafled to establish bona fide
“reasons of consclence” regarding a change In the requirements and provislons of the
Book of Discipline xelated to the practlce of homosexuality or the ordination ox
matriage of self-avowed and practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the
2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactlons of its annual conference related
to these Jssues which follow, evidenced by the lack of information regarding “reasons
of consclence” presentad to this body in light of a request to vote on disaffillation of
these churches at this session of Aunual Conference?

Bishop Graves thanked Rev. Moxxis for submitting the rule of law this morning priox
to the session, Bishop Graves then ruled the matter out of order due fo this matter
having already been decided upon in Judictal Council decision 1422, Two rules of law
have already been sent to the Judiclal Council on this moot matter and there is no
reason bo revisit the matter again today, ‘

Bishop Graves continued on with business of ratification of the disaffiliatlon of the
afore-Hsted churches organized by district,
Baypines Distrlct:

Resurrectlon United Methodist Chutch (Daphne) 389/53

Demopolis Distrlct:
Bethlehem UMC  392/48
Brent UMC 300/50

Helberger UMC 392/48
Pondville UMC 394/46
Zion UMC 391{49

Dothah Plstrlct:

Abbeville UMC 389/54
Old Center UMC  395/48
Liberty UMC 392151
Mt Carmel UMC  393/50
Pinckard UMC 392/51
Samson UMC391/52




Martanna/Panama City Distrlet:
Compass Lake UMC 388/54

Grace UMC 388/54
Parirer UMC 386/56
Mobile District:

Ebenezer UMC 304{45

Montgomery-Opelika District:
Hatchechubbee UMCG 387/54

Liberty UMC 387/54
Murphy’s Chapel UMC  389/52
Notasulga UMC 385/56 -
Petrey UMC 389/52
Pine Level UMC 387/55
Sardis UMC 390/54
Troy First UMC 379/62.
Montgomery-Prattyllie District
Falrview UMC 396/50
Mt Neba UMC 396/50
Pleasant Grove UMC 396/50
Thorshy UMC 395/51
Verbena UMC 389/57
Walnut CreelcUMC 393/53
Pensacola District:

Chumuckla UMC 395/54
Commmumnity Life UMC 389/60
Mae Bdwards UMC 306/53
Pace UMC 381768
Pine Forest UMC 394455

Bishop offered a collective prayer for the disaffiliating churches and for the
conference,

Bishop reminded those who wish to remain UMC but ate currently membexs of
disaffiliating churches, there Is a general church roll that will atlow you to remain
UMC,




Bob Northentt updated the body on the status of litigation on the churches that were
closed ak AC 2022 but did not follow 2553,

Bishop Graves: Friends, this Is our worlt for teday, Iwant to remind you that we are
now going to pause through the end of this year to waik for the Christ child to come
and celebyate the Incarnation. We will have ample time to take up disaffiliations agaln
in the New Year. I don't want anyone to leave the AWFUMC,

GC announces the end of April 2024.

‘We have speclal sesstons scheduled for May and November, There will be plenty of
time to contlnue this work of discernment in the new year. Though I do hiope and pray
that you will all remain United Methodists annd continue to malie disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world,
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