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Report by Bishop on Decision of Law

This form is to be used for (please check one):

[0 Reporting of decisions of law made by bishops in response to questions of law submitted to them in
writing during the regular business of a conference session (f 56.3 Const. and § 2609.6 The Book of
Discipline 2016).

L1 Reporting of episcopal decisions on questions of law when such decisions are appealed by one-fifth
of the members of the conference (1 56.2 Const. and ] 2609.7 The Book of Discipline 2016).

Name of Bishop: Bishop Julius C. Trimble

Address: 301 Pennsylvania Pkwy, Suite 300 city: Carmel

State/Province: IN ZIP/Postal Code 46280 Country: USA

Phone: 317-924-1321 Fax: E-mail: Dishop@inumc.org

Annual Conference: Indiana Date of session: 6/11/2022 . davivean)

Question(s) of Law:
See attached

Authorities Cited (indicate paragraph or decision number where applicable):

Constitution: Book of Discipline:

Judicial Council Decision(s):
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The following must be attached:

Decision of Law, including facts, rationale and ruling

Text of the written request for decision

Minutes of annual conference proceedings

List of names and addresses of interested parties

Other relevant materials (e.g. conference rules, resolutions, policies, reports)

c 0O 0 o o

» Thirteen (13) hard copies must be submitted via USPS or other delivery service to:
UMC Judicial Council, c/o LaNella Smith, Assistant to the J.C. Secretary,

1215 Shady Lane, Durham, NC 27712

» Electronic copies in both Word and PDF (with security features disabled) must be submitted
to: secretary@umcjudicialcouncil.org.



Resolution 5

Rev. Chris Gadlage
4125 S 8th 5t
Terre Haute, IN 47802-4128

Ph: (810) 882-1463
Email: chris.gadlage@inumic.org




BISHOP’S DECISION OF LAW
DIGEST OF THE RULING

RE. Resolution #5 “A commitment to Grace in the Indiana Conference”

After reviewing Resolution # 5, Bishop Trimble declared that the
resolution was properly before the body for consideration. “While the
resolution accentuates affirmations and calls for grace, it does not
make null and void any prohibition in the Book of Discipline. It doesn't
change the wording or impact of the Book of Discipline.” | have
reviewed the request submitted by Rev. Chris Gadlage for a decision of
Law.

In Conference session, Bishop Trimble acknowledged his Point of Order
and heard Rev. Gadlage’s claim that the resolution was more than
aspirational and should be ruled out of order quoting “encouraging
actions that ignore and violate the Book of Discipline.” | have reviewed
the various Disciplinary paragraphs and Judicial Council rulings listed in
Rev. Gadlage's request.

At the time of our Annual Conference on June 11, 2022, | ruled that the
resolution was properly before the body and belonged to the body for
discussion and debate. | acknowledged that the Petitions and
Resolutions committee was not all in agreement that this resolution
was free from an interpretation that would deem it out of order. The
final decision to put the resolution in the hands of the Annual
Conference was the presiding Bishop’s. Prior to voting, clarifying
questions were asked and answered that speak to the questions Rev.
Gadlage has raised.
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DECISION OF LAW

N

The specific words “shall support,” “strive to honor and trust,” and
“shall also embrace and encourage,” are aspirational in nature to
express ideals and opinions, which is precisely what this resolution
does. Because the language of the resolution is clearly aspirational, it
does not run afoul of the Book of Discipline. Indeed, Decision 1292
cited in the request for decision discusses that the term “support” as
used in another resolution was aspirational and not in violation of the
Book of Discipline. Further, the language “seek not to restrict God’s
calling on the basis of a candidate’s sexual ofientation” is close to
saying it will not be considered. However, it is Bishop Trimble’s ruling
that this does not violate the Book of Discipline or Decision 1341 in that
a celibate person can be advanced as a candidate no matter what that
person’s orientation is. ‘ ‘

Again, after reviewing Resolution # 5, “A commitment to Grace in the
Indiana Conference,” Bishop Trimble ruled that the resolution was
properly before the body and belonged to the body for discussion and -
debate. : *

Bishop Julius C. Trimble

" Indiana United Methodist Church



United Methodist Churches
. of Indiana PETITIONS AND RESOLUTIONS FORM

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: March 10, 2022
Save this form on your computer before filling in the blanks.

IMPORTANT TO READ - GUIDELINES
» Complete one form for each petition/resolution.

* Each petition/resolution must deal with only one issue or Disciplinary paragraph or concern.

= This form has four total pages with four sections. All sections must be completed or it will be returned to you as
incomplete and may cause a delay.

» Feel free to add additional pages if necessary. Indicate below total number of pages you are submitting. *

* Deadline: All petitions/resolutions must be received in the Indiana Conference Center by the above-referenced date.

® Please submit your form to petitions.resolutions@inumd.org or U.5. Mail to:
INUMC Petitions and Resolutions, 301 Pennsylvania Pkwl,r, Ste 300, Carmel IN 46280

|t is important that you receive a confirmation email in}orming you that your form has been received. If you do not
receive a confirmation email, please call (317) 564-3251.

= Upon submission, all petitions/resolutions become the property of the Indiana Annual Conference.

Date: March 10, 2022 Please check one:

| am submitting a RESOLUTION: A Resolution is any request for the Indiana Annual Conference to make a change,
take an action, or recognize a formal expression of opinii)n on an issue. Any Indiana United Methodist lay member,
pastor, group or agency may submit for consideration a resolution to the Indiana Annual Conference. Such
resolutions must be submitted to the Indiana Annual Conference Secretary and the Petitions & Resolutions Team no
later than ninety (90) days prior to the start of the Annual Conference session.

] am submitting a PETITION: A Petition is any request for the General Conference to take an action 507.4, alter the
wording of The Book of Discipline 507.2 or affirm a formal expression on an issue. Any Indiana United Methodist
lay member, pastor, or agency may submit a petition directly to the General Conference or may submit their General
Conference petition to the Indiana Conference asking for Indiana Conference affirmation (of the petition) with the
expectation that, if affirmed {by a 2/3 majority vote), the Indiana Annual Conference secretary would forward the
petition to the General Conference. All petitions must be submitted na later than ninety (90) days prior to the start
of the Annual Conference session.

SECTION 1: Information of person submitting this Petition/Resolution

namg Mary Dicken PLEASE SELECT ONE: [VlcLErGY (LAY

Cell Phone (812_) 589-9640 Landline (____)n/a email address marydicken@inumc.org

Address: 54537 N Illinois Street City Indianapolis State IN Zip 46208

Indiana Conference UMC membership required: . '

Church at which you are a lay member or affiliated clergy Meridian Street UMC District Central
(Click here to see District Map)

Church Mailing address: 5500 North Meridian Street City Indianapolis Zip 46208

By signing below, | confirm that | am the person submitting the petition/resolution as described in this document for review
by the Indiana Annual Conference Petitions and Resolutions Team for submission to the Indiana Annual Conference

Session.
* Total number o;bsa es being submitted for this petition{resolution: 4

Signature ‘#aus Date March 10,2022
Please print nafe Mary R.W. Dicken
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: This is a[JPetition [JResolution = Number assigned: Total # of pages

Upd 9/16/21




Mary Dicken oaeMarch 10, 2022

(Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Name of person:

SECTION 2: A Commitment to Grace in the Indiana Conference

Title of Petition or Resolution:

State the Petition or Resolution:

Whereas {122 of the Book of Discipline reminds us that we make disciples as we continue the mission of seeking, welcoming, and
gathering persons into the community of the body of Christ;

And whereas in the Indiana Conference this work includes people of all ages, races, abilities, gender identities, and sexual
orientations;

Therefore be it resolved that we shall support every church and clergyperson in our conference who is seeking to faithfully serve
God and their communities to the best of their abilities and in accordance with their deeply held, God-given convictions. We shall
strive to honor and trust contextual expressions of ministry, including the decisions of clergy to choose which weddings they officiate
and congregations to choose which weddings they host, so long as they are between two consenting, committed adults. We shall
also embrace and encourage God'’s call to ministry in diverse persons and will seek to not restrict God's calling solely on the basis
of a candidate’s sexual orientation or gender identity. Further, we shall respect the decisions of any who feel they cannot remain a
part of the Indiana Conference in light of these commitments.

Upd 9/16/21
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