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Dear Church Leader,

United Methodists join Christians of different traditions to celebrate World 
Communion Sunday on the first Sunday in October. World Communion Sunday 
began in 1936 as a way to recognize our ecumenical oneness in Christ and to 
bring Christians together in a spirit of unity and peace.

In The United Methodist Church, congregations throughout the denomination 
will also join together to receive a Special Sunday offering that helps scholars 
from around the world reach their full potential through scholarships, training 
and mentoring. The World Communion Sunday offering is one of six special 
offerings received throughout the year.

Use this guide to plan a comprehensive approach to World Communion Sunday. 
As you lead your congregation, children’s ministry and small-group discussions, 
please use and adapt the resources found in this guide to fit your context.

By incorporating as many individuals in leading different aspects of 
celebration, you can deepen the involvement and excitement of the 
congregation’s participation.

As we prepare for World Communion Sunday this year, invite the Holy Spirit to 
open your congregation’s heart to the global nature of the church. Please be in 
prayer with the scholars who receive the education made possible through this 
special offering. We pray that your congregation will celebrate wholeheartedly 
in this day of unity.
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Worship resource: LiturgicaL prayers 

This liturgy is designed to connect with the Scripture message while 
reinforcing the message of Christian unity through the celebration of 
World Communion, You can print the prayers in the bulletin or project 
them on screens, depending on your church’s culture.

ROOTED IN FAITH
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

InvocatIon
Holy God, bring the light of the gospel into our lives through Jesus Christ. As we worship, reveal God’s grace to us. As we participate in World Communion Sunday and gather around the table, open us to receive this treasure and to share it with others. We pray with the help of the Holy Spirit, who lives in us. Amen. 

call to WorshIp
leader: We gather today recalling the faith of our ancestors.people: Thank you, God, for the parents, grandparents and others who raised us with a spirit of courage, not fear.leader: We gather today around a family table that is as wide and long as God’s love is for us. 

people: Thank you, God, for connecting us with Christians around the world on this World Communion Sunday. leader: We gather today, asking for the Holy 
One to rekindle the gifts that are within us. people: Thank you, God, for surrounding us with your grace, mercy and peace. Amen.

offerIng

Generous God, may the faith of our ancestors continue to live through us as we present our gifts today.  Bless those who, through receiving support from the World Communion Sunday offering, will pursue their dreams and grow in your love and grace. Amen.   
BenedIctIon
We have praised God, been fed and nourished, and are sustained in our faith.As we go from here, let us respond to the holy calling:

   to be hope, 
   to invite others to the table of grace,    to share our resources and    to be a voice for justice, sharing the words and teachings of Jesus Christ.

May the faIth of our ancestors coMe to lIfe In every neW generatIon and Be experIenced through you By everyone you Meet. 

October 6, 20192 Timothy 1:1-14

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Liturgy_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Liturgy_FINAL.pdf
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Worship resource: sermon starter

Who are the mentors who guide us on our faith journey? How can we be mentors 
to others? Examining the roots of our family tree as children of God, this message 
reminds the congregation that Holy Communion extends the table into worship 
spaces throughout the world. 

Joining with our sisters and brothers through the sacrament of Holy Communion, 
we remember that we are rooted in our connections as the body of Christ.

ROOTED IN FAITH
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WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

2 Timothy 1:1-14

Today, we will experience Holy Communion, 

intentionally remembering that this table extends 

into worship spaces throughout the world. We 

join with our sisters and brothers through a 

sacrament, this “holy mystery,” that is rooted in 

our connections as the body of Christ.

In recognition of World Communion Sunday, 

our special offering today will provide scholars 

across the globe with access to education and 

training opportunities. Together, we will create 

opportunities for students to live into the purpose 

and grace to which God has called them.

How might we offer a spirit of power and love to 

God’s beloved children who have studied hard 

and who, with mentoring and financial support, 

could achieve so much more? 

How will we be Lois and Eunice to those younger 

than ourselves? In what ways will we pass 

along our faith? How will we move with them 

into a future that is filled, not with a spirit of 

cowardice, but rather a spirit of power, love 

and self-discipline?

As we ApproAch the tAble of grAce on this 

world communion sundAy, I InvIte you to 

allow the holy SpIrIt to take root In your 

heart. i encourAge you to remember the 

generAtions thAt hAve come before And to 

rekindle the gift of god thAt is within you. 

theSe are the rootS of our famIly tree aS chIldren of God.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life 
that is in Christ Jesus,

2 To Timothy, my beloved child:

Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
Thanksgiving and Encouragement
3 I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors 
did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4 Recalling your 
tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your sincere 
faith, a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, 
I am sure, lives in you. 6 For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that 
is within you through the laying on of my hands; 7 for God did not give us a spirit of 
cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.8 Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his 

prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of 
God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but 
according to his own purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before the ages began, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of 
our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and 
a teacher,[a] 12 and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know 
the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is able to guard until that 
day what I have entrusted to him.[b] 13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that 
you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard 
the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

ROOTED IN FAITHSCRIPTURE: 2 TIMOTHY 1:1-14 
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Does this sound familiar? 
In addition to the many photos that I keep on 
my phone, I also have printed photo albums 
from when I was a child, as well as some that 
include family photos of the 
generations before me.
As I look through these old 
photos, I sometimes wonder 
how these roots shaped me. 
(note some general family 
history/dynamics or 
questions)

Paul’s letter to Timothy starts out with the roots 
of faith in Paul’s life – the faith that he shares with 
his ancestors. We share our faith in God with our 
ancestors and with each other. Paul goes on to 
share his impression of Timothy’s grandmother 
Lois and mother Eunice. Paul often names and 
praises church leaders in his letters. In today’s 
passage, it is Lois and Eunice. They are the roots 
that keep Timothy grounded in his faith.

Who are the people who passed on their faith 
to us? The people who keep us rooted in God’s 
grace and love through Christ? 
(ask some people in the congregation for 
examples of spiritual mentors)

I celebrate the life of 
(name someone in your life and the affect s/he 
had on your faith). 

We are rooted in a heritage 
of people going back 2,000 
years who follow, as Paul says, 
our “Savior Christ Jesus, who 
abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.” 

We are rooted in a faith that is practiced around 
the world, even by those who are at risk of 
persecution for sharing their faith. 

Don’t you love Paul’s response to Timothy’s 
anxiety over the Roman oppression of what the 
government sees as a new religion? “God did 
not give us a spirit of cowardice,” Paul says,          
“but rather a spirit of power and of love and of 
self-discipline.”
 
We have this good treasure, this strong rooted 
faith, “the power of God, who saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works but according to God’s own purpose and 
grace,” writes Paul.

ROOTED IN FAITH
SERMON STARTER

2 Timothy 1:1-14

God did not give us 
a spirit of cowardice, 
but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and 
of self-discipline.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Sermon_Starter_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Sermon_Starter_FINAL.pdf
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Worship resource: offering taLk

The offering talk shares an example of a pastor who received World Communion 
Sunday funds for his education. He now serves and mentors others. The talk 
connects with the Scripture reading and builds on the sermon. 
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http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Offering_Talk_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Offering_Talk_FINAL.pdf
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smaLL-group resources: Discussion Questions    

Build on the study of 2 Timothy 1:1-14 in your small group. Using 
conversation prompts and video, learn more about World Communion 
Sunday while guiding participants through the “roots of our faith.”

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Discussion_Questions_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Discussion_Questions_FINAL.pdf
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chiLDren’s resource: chiLDren’s message

With a variety of bread that represents different parts of the world, children can taste 
and see how Christians around the world are united through Holy Communion.

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_CHILDRENS_Sermon_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_CHILDRENS_Sermon_FINAL.pdf


WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
ROOTED IN FAITH

chiLDren’s resource: chiLDren’s BuLLetin

Give children their own bulletin that highlights the World Communion Sunday 
theme. Prayer, Scripture, a coloring page and games help children engage with 
the Scripture reading and special offering. 

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Childrens_Bulletin_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Childrens_Bulletin_FINAL.pdf
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chiLDren’s resource: activity

Using a children’s atlas or online resources, discuss the languages, climate, 
food, type of schools and other areas of cultural significance found in 
different countries or regions including your own. Compare and contrast the 
diversity of Jesus’ family. 

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

CHILDREN’S 
RESOURCE

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
ROOTED IN FAITHCHILDREN’S ACTIVITY

explain that We are all part of Jesus’ family. 
Ask student to share ideas about what all Christians have in common. Answers include:

• We are followers of Jesus.
•  We are called to love God and   love our neighbors.
• God created all of us.
• God loves all of us.
• We all need God’s mercy.
•  We heard in our Gospel reading that we are all called to make disciples of all nations, teaching people to obey everything that Jesus has commanded.

Explain that on World Communion Sunday, when we receive the sacrament, we remember that each of us is part of Jesus’ family. 

part of being a family is helping one another. 
Say, “Sometimes, people need help to go to college. And United Methodists all over the world share our gifts to help provide what is needed for students to go to college.”

Ask, “Isn’t it beautiful that we can appreciate each others’ differences? Isn’t it wonderful to celebrate what we all have in common on a day when we receive the gift of Holy Communion together?”

actiVity:
•  Give students one of the flags printed from this website: http://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/countries-cultures/flags-of-the-world•  Spend time coloring the flags and then hang them around the room.

pray 
(ask students to repeat each line):Dear God,

Thank you for loving us.
Thank you for making us a family across the world.
We pray for you to care for people in (name countries/regions that you discussed including your own).Help us to be more like Jesus And to care for our sisters and brothers.Amen.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Childrens_Activity_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Childrens_Activity_FINAL.pdf
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YOUTH 
RESOURCES GUIDE

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY

youth resource guiDe – pLanting seeDs: mattheW 13:31-32

Build a World Communion Sunday youth experience to fit your context. This 
guide includes promotional teaser videos, fundraiser ideas, music suggestions, 
a warm-up activity, a message, small-group discussion prompts, a mission 
moment video and a prayer.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Youth_Resource_Guide_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Youth_Resource_Guide_FINAL.pdf
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promotionaL iDeas

This e-book includes 
10 strategies for preparing your 
congregation to celebrate World 
Communion Sunday. We pray these 
ideas will help connect people 
creatively with the global church 
and spark a generous spirit in 
support of scholars. 

TO PROMOTE
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
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http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_10_Ways_To_Promote_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_10_Ways_To_Promote_FINAL.pdf
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neWsLetter copy

What channels do you use to prepare and inform your congregation about 
upcoming events? We’ve developed three short messages for you to publish on the 
pastor’s blog or your church’s mission page to promote World Communion Sunday. 
It’s also helpful to share the message with the congregation in the bulletin, as part of 
a newsletter and through email. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Reading
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Reading
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sociaL meDia resources

Prepare your community for World Communion 
Sunday by posting information on social media. 

Post these graphics on Facebook, send them to your 
email list with a message or share on your church’s 
website. Use them alone or post with a hashtag to 
personalize for your community. For maximum impact, 
schedule two to three images a week, beginning in 
late August.

Printing the images and displaying them around your 
church can educate your congregation about how 
each gift makes the difference in the life of a scholar, 
who then pays it forward. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#SM
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#SM
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viDeos

Through videos, people can learn firsthand about World Communion Sunday. Share 
the videos in small groups, watch them in worship or post them on social media.

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Videos
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Videos
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poDcasts

Encourage your congregation to listen to these devotions as part of 
their daily meditation. How is God preparing hearts to participate 
generously in the World Communion Sunday offering? 

You can also listen to these devotionals 
on the following media channels:

Anchor FM on iTunes Podcasts
Spotify Podcasts 

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Devotionals
https://anchor.fm/umc-giving0
https://open.spotify.com/show/18kvh5Cn1xtKpeJPYBcbLi
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Devotionals
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viDeo pLayList

As you prepare for World Communion 
Sunday, watch these music videos that reflect 
the global diversity of The United Methodist 
Church, our unity with other Christians and 
our connections as the Body of Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnCpYA8To69MltuuToYu5iE8a8oTAnjxd
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_playlist_infographic_FINAL_196x1000.png
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnCpYA8To69MltuuToYu5iE8a8oTAnjxd
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reaDing List

Expand your understanding about the practice of Holy Communion and our 
ecumenical global relationships. In preparation for World Communion Sunday, 
check out these books to read on your own or as part of a small group. All of 
these resources are available through Cokesbury.

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Reading_List_Guide_FINAL.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_WCS_Reading_List_Guide_FINAL.pdf
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moBiLe WaLLpapers

In today’s world, people spend a lot of time looking at their phones. Share these 
wallpaper designs so that whenever your parishioners look at their phones, they 
will see an inspiring message that reminds them of World Communion Sunday. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Mobile
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Mobile
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Mobile
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Mobile
http://www.umcgiving.org/resource-articles/world-communion-sunday-pastors-leaders-kit#Mobile

