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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

JANUARY 4, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“This is what God planned for the climax of all times: to bring all things together in Christ, the things in heaven along with the things on earth. We have also received an inheritance in Christ. We were destined by the plan of God, who accomplishes everything according to his design.”— Ephesians 1:10-11 (CEB)
In Ephesians 1:10–11 (CEB), Paul speaks of God’s great plan: “to bring all things together in Christ.” This is not a small or individual vision. It is expansive, hopeful, and rooted in community. God does not work only through individuals acting alone, but through people brought together for a shared purpose.
This scripture speaks directly to the heart of the United in Impact campaign of The United Methodist Church. United in Impact is not simply a call to give more—it is an invitation to live into our covenant as a connection. In The United Methodist Church, congregations do not operate independently. Instead, we are bound together through prayer, mission, service, and shared resources so that ministry can reach farther and serve more fully.
For those unfamiliar with how The UMC functions, this connection means that your local church’s generosity supports ministries you may never personally see—seminaries forming future pastors, disaster response teams arriving in moments of crisis, missional partners offering hope, and communities finding healing and justice. Alone, no congregation could sustain all of this. Together, we can.
Paul reminds us that we are “appointed according to God’s purpose, who works everything according to God’s design” (Ephesians 1:11, CEB). United in Impact reflects that truth. Every gift tells a story—of a life touched, a prayer answered, a ministry sustained. And every story begins with people who choose to trust God and one another through shared generosity.
Connectional giving is not transactional; it is relational. It reflects our belief that God’s work is bigger than any one church, and that when we fund ministry together, God multiplies the impact. United in Impact invites us to see giving not as an obligation, but as participation in God’s unfolding story.
As followers of Christ, we are called to live for the praise of God’s glory—not alone, but together. Through United in Impact, The United Methodist Church continues to live into that calling, trusting that God will gather our gifts, our faith, and our stories into something greater than we can imagine.
Reflection Question:
How might God be inviting you to see your giving as part of a larger story God is telling through our shared connection?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Better Together
Materials: A few small puzzle pieces or building blocks and some coins
Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I brought something special with me. (Hold up one block or puzzle piece.) What can I make with just one piece? (Pause.) Not much, right?
But what happens if I add another piece? (Add a second block.) And another one? (Keep adding.) Now we’re building something together! When we put our pieces together, we can make something bigger and better.
The Bible tells us something really important that works just like these puzzle pieces (or building blocks) fit together. God loves bringing things to make them work and fit together. God brings people together. God brings churches together. God even brings our gifts together! When God puts things together, something wonderful happens.
In The United Methodist Church, lots of churches work together again just like these pieces work together. Even though we are in different places, we work together fitting all of our pieces to help each other. When we share a little—like kindness, prayers, or even money—God uses all of it to help many people.
You may hear some of us adults say, “we are united in impact!” That just means that when we do God’s together, we work fit better and we can make big things together. One gift by itself is small, but when we share together, God makes it BIG.
(Place coins or hearts into the basket.) Every gift matters. God loves using what we share to show love to others. Can you think of one way you can share this week?
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us and bringing us together. Thank you for our church and our friends. Help us share what we have and help others. Thank you for making us better together. Amen. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of purpose and promise, You remind us in Ephesians that all things are gathered together in Christ, and that we are chosen to be part of your plan. Bless these gifts we bring today. May our connectional giving through The United Methodist Church reflect our covenant to work together in love, faith, and hope. Use what we offer to strengthen ministry, extend compassion, and tell stories of grace far beyond ourselves. Help us remember that when we give together, your impact grows through us—united in Christ and united in purpose. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Radiant God, the light of your wisdom and love shines for all who seek you, guiding us not with force, but with grace. Like the magi, we come bearing gifts, not to earn your favor, but in response to the gift of Christ you’ve given us. Use these offerings to reflect your light into dark places, so that others might be drawn to your love, your justice, and your joy. Keep us faithful in our seeking, generous in our sharing, and willing to be led wherever your star shines next. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Ephesians 1:10–11 (CEB), we are reminded that God is bringing everything together in Christ and invites us to be part of that purpose. Through the United in Impact campaign, The United Methodist Church lives into this calling by working together as one connection—sharing gifts, stories, and ministry beyond what any congregation could do alone. Our giving is not just about dollars; it is a covenant that allows us to support ministry and create greater impact together. Every gift tells a story, and every story begins with faithful generosity.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how God brings us together for greater impact.

JANUARY 11, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Peter said, “I really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one group of people over another. Rather, in every nation, whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable to him. This is the message of peace he sent to the Israelites by proclaiming the good news through Jesus Christ: He is Lord of all!”— Acts 10:34–36 (CEB)
In this scripture, Peter speaks a truth that reshapes how the early church understands God’s work in the world: “God shows no favoritism… God sent the message to the Israelites, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.” This moment makes clear that God’s grace is not limited by culture, language, or background. The good news of Jesus Christ is meant for all people.
This scripture helps us understand the heart of The United Methodist Church and the purpose of the Korean Ministry Plan. The UMC is not a collection of independent congregations; it is a connected church. We are bound together by a covenant to share resources, leadership, and mission so that the gospel can be lived and proclaimed in diverse communities. The Korean Ministry Plan is one way the church honors that covenant—supporting Korean and Korean American congregations, leaders, and ministries so they can thrive and faithfully share Christ’s peace.
For those who may be newer to how The UMC works, this connection means that churches support one another beyond their own walls. Through connectional giving, ministries like the Korean Ministry Plan are funded collectively, allowing leadership development, cultural ministries, and faith formation to grow across generations. Every gift tells a story—a story of welcome, belonging, and shared mission. And every story begins with people choosing to participate in God’s work together.
This shared commitment is especially meaningful as we recognize Korean American Day on January 13, a time to honor the contributions, faith, and resilience of Korean Americans. Korean United Methodists have long enriched the church through worship, discipleship, and service. The Korean Ministry Plan ensures that this witness continues, rooted in Christ and strengthened through connection.
Acts reminds us that the message God sends is one of peace through Jesus Christ. When we give together, we help carry that message into communities where language, culture, and faith meet. Connectional giving is not simply financial—it is a sign of trust that God is at work through us, together, for the sake of the world.
Reflection Question:
How might God be inviting you to participate in sharing Christ’s peace through our connection and support of Korean ministry?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: God Loves Everyone
Materials: A small world map or globe, paper hearts and a basket
Good morning, friends! I’m so happy to see you today. I brought something special with me. (Hold up the globe or map.) Does anyone know what this is? Yes—it’s our world!
Our world has lots of people in it. Some people look different from us. Some people talk in different ways. Some people eat different foods. But the Bible tells us something very important—God loves everyone. 
In our Bible story today, Peter says that God does not pick favorites. That means God loves you, and God loves me, and God loves children and grown-ups all over the world. God sends peace to everyone through Jesus. 
In The United Methodist Church, churches don’t work alone. We work together. Some churches help Korean families and children learn about Jesus. Some churches worship in different languages. All of them are part of God’s big family.
When we share what we have—our kindness, our prayers, or even our money—God uses it to help many people. Today we use our money together to support the Korean Ministry Plan. It will help churches take care of each other and share God’s love no matter who they are or where they are from. 
(Place different-colored hearts in the basket.) Every heart matters. Every gift matters. When we put them together, God uses them to tell a story of love. This week I want you to think about how you can show love to someone.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving everyone. Thank you for Jesus and for our church. Help us share and help others together. We love you. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of all people, In Acts you remind us that you show no favoritism and that peace comes through Jesus Christ, Lord of all. Bless the gifts we offer today. Use our connectional giving through The United Methodist Church to strengthen the Korean Ministry Plan and ministries of welcome, leadership, and faith. May every gift tell a story of love, belonging, and shared mission. Help us trust that when we give together, you create greater impact—sharing Christ’s peace with the world. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful and Calling God, continue to draw us into community, into covenant, and into new life through waters of grace and acts of justice. Just as Jesus stepped into the river to stand with us and for us, we bring these gifts today to stand with others—to serve, to uplift, and to proclaim your kingdom. Use these offerings to fulfill your righteousness among us. Help us, your baptized people, to be instruments of healing, hope, and holy change in a world longing for good news. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Acts 10:34–36 (CEB), we are reminded that God shows no favoritism and brings peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. The Korean Ministry Plan reflects this truth by supporting Korean and Korean American ministries across The United Methodist Church through our shared connection. Through connectional giving, every gift tells a story—of faith nurtured, leaders equipped, and communities strengthened. As we near Korean American Day on January 13, we celebrate the rich witness of Korean United Methodists and the impact we make together.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we give thanks for God’s inclusive love and our shared ministry

JANUARY 18, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“…But I said, “I have wearied myself in vain. I have used up my strength for nothing.” Nevertheless, the Lord will grant me justice; my reward is with my God. And now the Lord has decided— the one who formed me from the womb as his servant—to restore Jacob to God, so that Israel might return to him. Moreover, I’m honored in the Lord’s eyes; my God has become my strength. He said: It is not enough, since you are my servant, to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back the survivors of Israel. Hence, I will also appoint you as light to the nations so that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”— Isaiah 49:1-7 (CEB)
In Isaiah 49:1–7 (CEB), the servant of God speaks of being called and named by God long before their work was visible or understood. Even in moments of discouragement—“I have wearied myself in vain” (v. 4)—God affirms that the servant’s purpose is greater than they imagined. God promises, “I will also appoint you as a light to the nations so that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth” (v. 6).
This passage reminds us that God’s work is never meant to be small, isolated, or limited to one person or place. God’s work reaches outward—restoring dignity, building relationships, and bringing hope where it has been diminished. That vision stands at the heart of Human Relations Day in The United Methodist Church.
Human Relations Day is inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of the beloved community—a community rooted in dignity, equity, love, and justice for all. This Special Sunday invites us to move beyond words and into faithful action, strengthening communities and relationships that reflect God’s inclusive love.
The United Methodist Church is a connectional church. That means local congregations do not act alone. Through a shared covenant, churches pool resources and support ministries together so the gospel can be lived out in tangible ways—especially in communities facing poverty, injustice, and exclusion. Human Relations Day supports this work by funding ministries that invest in leadership development, community engagement, and advocacy.
Isaiah acknowledges the reality of struggle and uncertainty, yet God’s response is one of assurance and expansion. Human Relations Day reflects that same hope. Through connectional giving, faithful acts—seen and unseen—become part of God’s larger work of restoration. Every gift tells a story: a story of communities strengthened, leaders equipped, and lives affirmed. And every story begins with the impact we can make together through our shared giving.
Giving on Human Relations Day is not simply about charity; it is about covenant. It is about trusting that God is at work through our connection, turning generosity into light for the nations and shared commitment into lasting impact. Learn more about this Special Sunday at UMC.org/HRD.
Reflection Question:
How might God be inviting you to help build the beloved community through your shared generosity and witness this week?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Shining God’s Light Together
Materials: A flashlight, paper hearts or stars and a basket
Good morning, friends!  I’m so glad you’re here today. 
I brought something with me. (Hold up the flashlight.) What is this? Yes—a light! What happens when I turn it on? (Turn it on.) It shines! Light helps us see. Light helps us feel safe. Light helps us know where to go. 
Today’s scripture us something wonderful today. God tells God’s people, “I will make you a light.” That means God wants us to shine God’s love so everyone can see it. God loves all people—everywhere.
Sometimes people feel sad or left out. Sometimes people feel lonely or forgotten. But God says, “You matter. You are loved.” And God asks us to help share that love.
In our church today, we are celebrating a special Sunday we call Human Relations Day. On this day, we remember that God wants us to be kind, fair, and loving—especially to people who need help. And you know what? We don’t do this alone. In The United Methodist Church, we work with other churches to help people.
Let’s think about light again. Is one small light helpful? (Pause.) Yes! But what happens when we have a lot of lights together? (Gesture big.) It gets very bright!
(Place a heart or star in the basket.) Each heart reminds us of a person God loves. Each heart is important. When we put them together, God’s love shines even brighter.
When we share—our smiles, our kindness, our helping hands, or even our gifts—God uses them to help others. That’s how we shine God’s light together. This week I want you to think about how you can shine God’s light.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us. Help us shine your light and be kind to everyone. Thank you for our church and for helping us work together. We love you. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of hope and restoration, You call your people to be a light and promise that our faithful work is never in vain. On Human Relations Day, bless these gifts given through our connection in The United Methodist Church. Use them to strengthen communities, build relationships rooted in dignity and love, and bring hope where it is needed most. May every gift tell a story of your grace, and may our shared generosity create greater impact in ministry—together. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Ever-Present and Calling God, knowing us from the beginning, naming us as your own, you have entrusted us with the holy work of bearing your light to the world. Though we often feel unworthy or uncertain, you remind us that your grace goes before us, and your strength works through us. Receive these gifts, offered with gratitude and hope. Use them—and us—to proclaim your justice, to shine your love to the ends of the earth, and to glorify your name. In the name of Christ, your Servant and our Savior, we pray. Amen

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Isaiah 49:1–7 (CEB) reminds us that God calls us to be a light and promises that our work in God’s name has purpose. Human Relations Day, inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of the beloved community, invites The United Methodist Church to build relationships rooted in dignity, equity, and love. Through our shared connection, every gift tells a story of hope and restoration. Together, our connectional giving supports ministries that strengthen communities and reflect Christ’s love.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Human Relations Day and our call to shine God’s light together.

JANUARY 25, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“The Lord is my light and my salvation. Should I fear anyone? The Lord is a fortress protecting my life. Should I be frightened of anything? ...”— Psalm 27:1, 4, 13 (CEB)
Psalm 27 begins with confidence rooted not in circumstance, but in God’s presence. The psalmist longs to live in God’s house, to seek God’s face, and to trust that even in uncertainty, God does not hide or abandon. This longing—for light, safety, and belonging—echoes deeply in the ministry supported through the Africa University Fund.
In The United Methodist Church, our connection allows congregations across the world to work together for ministries no single church could support alone. One powerful example is Africa University, a United Methodist–related institution in Zimbabwe that educates students from across Africa to become ethical leaders, teachers, pastors, doctors, and community builders. 
Education is more than gaining knowledge—it is about forming lives of purpose and service. We recognize that learning opens doors to justice, opportunity, and hope. Africa University reflects this belief by providing access to education rooted in faith, excellence, and service to others.
Psalm 27:4 speaks of seeking God’s dwelling place—not just a building, but a way of living shaped by God’s presence. Africa University becomes such a place for students: a space where faith and learning meet, where students are formed to shine God’s light in their communities. In a world where fear and uncertainty often dominate, education grounded in faith becomes a testimony that God’s light still leads.
Every gift to the Africa University Fund tells a story. It is the story of a student who receives an education they might not otherwise access. It is the story of communities strengthened by leaders shaped through learning and faith. And it is the story of a church living out its covenant to work together for the sake of God’s mission.
Connectional giving allows The United Methodist Church to say, together, that every student matters, that justice and opportunity belong to all, and that God’s light reaches farther when we act as one body. When we give, we join a shared commitment to help students not only thrive, but serve others in God’s name.
As the psalmist declares, “I believe I will see the Lord’s goodness in the land of the living” (Psalm 27:13, CEB). Through education, faith, and connection, we glimpse that goodness—made real through lives changed and futures shaped.
Reflection Question:
Where is God inviting you to trust that your shared gifts can help bring light and opportunity to others?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Safe in God’s House
Materials: A small toy house or a photo of a house, a soft blanket, paper hearts and a basket
Good morning, friends!  I’m so glad you’re here today. 
I brought a few things to help explain the bible story today. (Hold up the toy house or picture.) What do you think this is? Yes—a house! What does a house do for me and you? (Pause to let them answer). Yes, a house is where we feel safe. It’s where we rest. It’s where we are loved.
In today’s Bible verse, the writer tells God something very important. He says he wants to be in God’s house. That’s because God’s house is a place of love, care, and safety. 
Here is the second thing I brought today to share with you. What is this? (Hold up the blanket) Yes a blanket! Let’s pretend this blanket is God’s big, loving care. (Gently place it around yourself or a volunteer.) When we are with God, it’s like being wrapped in a warm hug. God keeps us safe and close.
God’s house isn’t just one building. God’s house is anywhere God’s love is shared. And in The United Methodist Church, we work together to make God’s house bigger—so more people can feel safe, learn, and grow.
One special way we do this is by helping students in a place all the way on the other side of the world in a place called Africa. Did you know that our church helped build a school in Africa? It is called Africa University. It’s a school where students learn how to help others, take care of their communities, and share God’s love. They are invited to go to that school to learn new things and to learn about God’s love. It is a place where they can feel safe, live, learn, and grow. When churches help together, we make safe and loving places for learning—just like being in God’s house.
(Place paper hearts into the basket.) Each heart reminds us of someone God loves. When we give and share together, we help make God’s house a place where everyone belongs.
God wants us to live in love, learn together, and help one another—because in God’s presence, we are safe. 
This week I want you to think about where you feel safe with God.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for being with us. Thank you for your house of love. Help us share and help others. Help everyone feel safe with you. We love you. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of light and hope, You are our shelter and our guide. As we give today, we remember students whose lives are shaped through education made possible by our shared gifts. Bless Africa University and the Apportionment Fund that supports it. Use our connectional giving to open doors, form leaders, and shine your light through lives of service. May our offerings reflect our trust in you and our commitment to justice, opportunity, and love—together, as one church. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Steadfast Light of our salvation, in a world that trembles with uncertainty and teaches us to fear, you shine with unwavering hope. You call us to seek your face and trust in your presence more than in our own strength. Receive these gifts, given not out of fear but in joyful confidence that your love casts out fear and your grace makes us bold. Use our offerings to build a world where your light leads, your justice reigns, and your people—unafraid—become living testimonies of your goodness. In the name of Christ, our rock and redeemer, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
“The Lord is my light and my salvation.” — Psalm 27:1, CEB
Through the Africa University Fund, The United Methodist Church supports students across Africa who are called to learn, lead, and serve. This ministry reflects our shared commitment to justice, opportunity, and faith-filled education. As we observe International Day of Education on January 24, we celebrate how connectional giving opens doors and transforms lives. Every gift tells a story of hope and possibility.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate God’s light and the impact we make together through education and connection.
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