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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“What does the Lord require from you? To do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with your God.”— Micah 6:8 (CEB)
Micah’s words are both simple and profound. God does not ask for grand gestures or complicated rituals. Instead, God calls us to live lives shaped by justice, kindness, and humility. These are not abstract ideas—they are practices learned over time, step by step, as we walk with God.
Today we recognize Scouting Sunday. This Sunday invites us to reflect on how young people are formed in these very values. Scouting programs emphasize character, service, responsibility, and respect—principles that echo Micah’s call to walk humbly and live faithfully. When churches open their doors to Scouting ministries, they help create spaces where children and youth learn how to care for others and serve the world God loves.
For those who may be newer to how The United Methodist Church serves, we are a connectional church. That means local congregations are not alone in ministry. We work together—sharing resources, supporting programs, and nurturing faith across communities. Through this shared covenant, ministries like Scouting are strengthened and sustained.
Every gift given through The United Methodist Church tells a story. This ministry tells stories of adults mentoring youth, of safe spaces where values are formed, and of young people learning what it means to live with integrity. Every story begins with the impact we make together when we choose to support ministry beyond ourselves.
Scouting Sunday reminds us that faith is not only something we believe—it is something we practice. Micah’s words guide us toward a life that reflects God’s love in tangible ways. Through connectional giving, our shared support helps ensure that children and youth have opportunities to grow in character, faith, and service.
When we give, we participate in God’s ongoing work of shaping lives. We invest in ministries that help young people learn how to walk God’s path—not perfectly, but faithfully. Together, as one church, we help guide the next generation toward lives marked by justice, kindness, and humility.
Reflection Question:
How is God inviting you to walk faithfully this week through the way you serve, give, or support others?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Going Places
Materials: A pair of shoes or small backpack
Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
I brought something with me today. (Hold up shoes or backpack.) What are these for? Yes—for going places!
When we walk somewhere, we take one step at a time. And when we follow God, we also take steps—kind steps, caring steps, loving steps.
The Bible tells us today what God wants us to do. God wants us to be kind, fair, and walk with God. That means helping others, sharing, and doing what is right.
Today is Scouting Sunday. Scouting helps kids learn how to help others, work together, and do good things. Scouts learn how to be kind, take care of people, and serve their communities—just like God teaches us.
In The United Methodist Church, churches work together to help kids learn and grow. When we help together, we make safe places where children can learn how to follow God’s way.
(Place paper footprints in the basket.) Each footprint reminds us that when we help and share, we take steps together. No one walks alone.
This week let’s remember: God walks with us, and we can walk God’s way every day.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for walking with us. Help us be kind and fair. Help us help others. Teach us to walk your way. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God, you show us what is good and invite us to walk humbly with you. As we give today, bless these gifts and use them to support ministries that form character, teach service, and nurture faith. Through our connectional giving, may lives be shaped by justice, kindness, and love. Help our shared generosity reflect our commitment to follow you—together, as one church. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
God of Justice and Mercy, you do not ask for thousands of offerings or rivers of oil, only that we live with love, humility, and a hunger for what is right. Accept these gifts we bring—not as bargaining chips, but as signs of our desire to follow you. Use them and us to pour out kindness where the world is aching, to walk alongside the weary, and to bring your healing presence into troubled places. May our giving be our “yes” to your call, our response to your grace, and our witness to your hope. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Micah reminds us that God calls us to live with justice, kindness, and humility. On Scouting Sunday, we celebrate ministries that help children and youth grow in character, service, and faith. Through The United Methodist Church’s connectional ministry, our shared giving supports programs that guide young people as they learn to walk God’s way. Every gift tells a story of lives shaped by faith and service.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Scouting Sunday and the impact we make together through connectional ministry.  


FEBRUARY 8, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will it become salty again? It’s good for nothing except to be thrown away and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, and it shines on all who are in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and praise your Father who is in heaven. Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the Law and the Prophets. I haven’t come to do away with them but to fulfill them.  I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven and earth exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen will be erased from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. Therefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands and teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the kingdom of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  I say to you that unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness of the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”— Matthew 5:13–20 (CEB)

During Black History Month, we remember stories of faith that were shaped not only by individual courage, but by communities bound together by hope, resilience, and trust in God. In Matthew 5, Jesus speaks to such a community when he tells his followers, “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world” (CEB). These words are not spoken to one person alone, but to a people called to live their faith together for the sake of the world.
Salt preserves and brings out goodness. Light shows what might otherwise be hidden. Jesus does not say his followers might become salt and light—he says they already are. The question is whether we will live into that calling.
Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century is one way The United Methodist Church lives out this call. This ministry honors the historic witness of Black congregations while investing in leadership development, community transformation, and discipleship for today and tomorrow. It recognizes that the gospel has been proclaimed, lived, and embodied powerfully through Black churches—and that strengthening this witness strengthens the whole body of Christ.
For those unfamiliar with how The United Methodist Church works, our ministry is rooted in connection. We are not independent congregations acting alone, but a covenant community that shares resources, responsibility, and mission. Through connectional giving, local churches pool their gifts so that ministry can reach farther than any one congregation could on its own. This shared commitment allows us to support ministries like Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century—not as charity, but as faithful partnership.
Jesus goes on to say that he did not come to abolish the law, but to fulfill it. He calls his followers to a righteousness that goes deeper than appearances and is revealed in how we live, give, and love. Every gift offered in faith tells a story. And every story can begin with the impact we make when we choose to support God’s work beyond ourselves.
Our giving does not replace faith—but it reflects it. It becomes salt that preserves hope and light that points to Christ at work in the world.
Reflection Question:
Where is Christ inviting you this week to be salt and light—not alone, but as part of the shared witness of The United Methodist Church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Shining God’s Light Together
Materials: A small flashlight and a pinch of salt or saltshaker

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I brought something to show you. 
(Show the salt.)
Does anyone know what this is? Yes! It’s salt. Salt makes food taste better—it adds flavor. But did you know salt can also help keep food fresh?
In today’s scripture, Jesus says, “You are the salt of the earth.” That means God uses us to make the world better. Just like salt makes food better, we can help make the world kinder and more loving. When we follow Jesus, our words and actions can help others stay on the right path and feel God’s love.
(Show the flashlight.)
Can anyone tell me what this is? That’s right—it’s a flashlight. What happens when I turn it on in the dark? (Pause for answers.) Yes! The light helps us see where we’re going.
Jesus also tells us in today’s scripture, “You are the light of the world.” That means God’s love shines through us. When we are kind, helpful, and loving, we help others see God’s love too.
Now here’s something really important—Jesus wasn’t talking to just one person. He was talking to lots of people. That means everyone can be God’s light—not just one or two people. ALL of us can shine God’s light, and when we shine together, our light is even brighter. 
Jesus tells us we are salt and light. That means God uses us to help make the world better and brighter.
Sometimes we do that by being kind on our own. But sometimes we shine God’s light by working together. In The United Methodist Church, churches help other churches so more people can know Jesus.
One way we do this is through a special ministry called Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century. That’s a big name! This ministry helps churches grow strong so they can share God’s love, care for their neighbors, and help God’s light shine in their communities.
When we give our offerings, even small ones, we are helping God’s light shine in more places. We are being salt and light together.
This week let’s remember we shine brightest when we love, share, and follow Jesus—together.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank you for loving us. Help us be salt and light every day. Help us share your love and work together to help others. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of light and truth,You call us salt of the earth and light for the world. Receive these gifts as signs of our faith and our shared covenant. Through our connectional giving, strengthen the witness of Black churches and the ministry of Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century. May what we offer together reveal your justice, hope, and love at work in the world. Use these gifts to draw hearts closer to Christ. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Liberating God, You call us to a fast not of silence, but of service; not of hiding, but of healing. You ask that our worship be more than words, that our offerings be more than ritual. Receive these gifts as signs of our willingness to share bread with the hungry, to break chains of injustice, to repair what is broken. May our generosity reflect your mercy and our living mirror your love. Use us and these gifts, so that light might rise in the darkness and hope take root where despair has reigned. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
During Black History Month, we reflect on Jesus’ words in Matthew 5: “You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world” (CEB). Through Strengthening the Black Church for the 21st Century, The United Methodist Church lives out this calling by supporting leadership, discipleship, and community transformation in Black congregations. This ministry is possible because we are a connectional church—sharing our gifts so God’s light shines farther than any one congregation could alone. 
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate our shared witness, reflect on Christ’s call, and commit ourselves to being salt and light together.

FEBRUARY 15, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain. We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”— 2 Peter 1:16-21 (CEB)
In 2 Peter 1:16–21, the church is reminded that faith is not built on “cleverly devised myths,” but on truth that has been seen, heard, and faithfully shared. Peter speaks as a witness: “We were eyewitnesses of his majestic glory” (v.16, CEB). He goes on to explain in verse 19 that this eyewitness testimony is confirmed by the prophetic message handed down through Scripture—words that shine like a light in a dark place, guiding God’s people until Christ is fully revealed.
Peter wants us to understand that this truth does not originate in human interpretation or imagination. “No prophecy of scripture came about by a prophet’s own interpretation,” he writes, but through people who were moved by the Holy Spirit (v.21). This gives us confidence that Scripture comes from God, not from human ideas, and can be trusted to guide the whole body of Christ. Our calling, then, is to testify boldly that Jesus Christ is Lord, sharing the Word faithfully and living it out together in community.
This understanding helps us see how The United Methodist Church lives into that calling through a shared covenant. We agree to walk together, support one another, and respond faithfully to God’s Word in the world around us. One way this happens is through The World Service Fund, which supports vital ministries like The General Board of Church and Society, helping the church bear faithful witness to Christ through shared discernment and action.
The General Board of Church and Society helps the church reflect deeply on how our faith speaks to issues of justice, peace, and human dignity—always grounded in Scripture and the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church. This work is not about politics or trends; it is about faithful witness. Like Peter, the church is called to speak truthfully, guided by God’s Word and the movement of the Holy Spirit.
For those unfamiliar with how The United Methodist Church functions, connectional giving through The World Service Fund makes this ministry possible. Local churches contribute together so that shared witness and discernment can take shape beyond any single congregation. Every gift tells a story—a story of Scripture trusted, faith lived out, and Christ proclaimed through collective action.
As Peter urges the church to hold fast to the prophetic word, we are reminded that our giving is one way we participate in that witness. Through connection, we help the church shine Christ’s light with clarity and faithfulness.
Reflection Question:
How is God inviting you to bear faithful witness to Christ—through your words, your actions, or your generosity this week?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: A Story We Share
Materials: A children’s Bible and a storybook
Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you here today. I brought two books with me.
Do you know what this book is? (Hold up the Bible.) Yes! This is the Bible. The Bible is full of true stories about Jesus—who he is and how much God loves us.
Now, what about this book? (Hold up a storybook.) That’s right—it’s a storybook. It tells a pretend story. It can be fun, but it isn’t real like the Bible stories, is it?
In today’s Scripture, we learn that the stories about Jesus in the Bible are true stories. The people who shared them didn’t make them up. They saw Jesus, heard Jesus, and knew Jesus was real. They told others about him because they loved him and wanted everyone to know God’s love.
In The United Methodist Church, we are a little like those first followers of Jesus. We help each other share Jesus’ true story—not just with words, but with how we care for others.
One way we do that is through something called The World Service Fund. That’s a big name, but it simply means churches sharing and giving together to help people. When we give together, we can do more good than we could alone.
One of the ministries this supports is called The General Board of Church and Society. This ministry helps the church remember how Jesus wants us to love our neighbors, be kind, and do what is fair.
So we don’t keep Jesus’ story to ourselves.
We share it.
We live it.
And we show God’s love together.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for the true story of Jesus. Help us share our love and work together as your church. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful and Truthful God, You have given us a sure and trustworthy word through Jesus Christ. As we give today, bless these gifts so they may support the work of The General Board of Church and Society through The World Service Fund. Through our shared giving, help us bear faithful witness to your truth, guided by Scripture and the Holy Spirit. Use our generosity to strengthen the church’s voice and reflect Christ’s love in all we do. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Radiant God, you meet us in moments of mystery and transformation, calling us to listen, to follow, and to give ourselves in love. As we offer these gifts, we confess our impatience with waiting and our longing for clarity, even when you speak from the cloud. Let these offerings be more than habit; let them reflect the light of Christ we have glimpsed on the mountaintop and the hope we carry into the valleys below. Use them—and us—to shine your love where shadows linger, until all your beloved children know they are seen, named, and cherished. In the name of your Beloved Son, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Grounded in Scripture and guided by the Spirit, The General Board of Church and Society helps The United Methodist Church bear faithful witness to Christ’s call for justice, peace, and compassion. Supported through The World Service Fund, this ministry reflects our covenant to work together and respond to God’s Word in meaningful ways. Through connectional giving, every gift tells a story of shared faith and purpose.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we reflect on God’s trustworthy Word and celebrate how our connection strengthens our witness together.

FEBRUARY 22, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Just as through one human being sin came into the world, and death came through sin, so death has come to everyone, since everyone has sinned. Although sin was in the world, since there was no Law, it wasn’t taken into account until the Law came. But death ruled from Adam until Moses, even over those who didn’t sin in the same way Adam did—Adam was a type of the one who was coming. But the free gift of Christ isn’t like Adam’s failure. If many people died through what one person did wrong, God’s grace is multiplied even more for many people with the gift—of the one person Jesus Christ—that comes through grace. The gift isn’t like the consequences of one person’s sin. The judgment that came from one person’s sin led to punishment, but the free gift that came out of many failures led to the verdict of acquittal. If death ruled because of one person’s failure, those who receive the multiplied grace and the gift of righteousness will even more certainly rule in life through the one person Jesus Christ. So now the righteous requirements necessary for life are met for everyone through the righteous act of one person, just as judgment fell on everyone through the failure of one person. 19 Many people were made righteous through the obedience of one person, just as many people were made sinners through the disobedience of one person.”— Romans 5:12–19 (CEB)
As we begin the season of Lent, the church enters a time of reflection—an invitation to slow down, tell the truth about the world as it is, and prepare our hearts for the grace revealed in Jesus Christ. This First Sunday in Lent also falls during Black History Month, a time when we remember stories of faith shaped by endurance, hope, and trust in God’s promises across generations.
In Romans 5:12–19, the apostle Paul speaks plainly about brokenness and grace. Sin and death entered the world through one person, Adam, and affected everyone. Yet Paul is clear: God did not leave humanity there. Through Jesus Christ, grace has overflowed, bringing righteousness and life to many. “But the free gift isn’t like the offense,” Paul writes, reminding us that God’s grace is greater than sin and stronger than death (Romans 5:15, CEB).
Lent invites us to sit with this truth. We acknowledge the realities of broken systems, unequal access, and the ways sin still shapes our world. But we do not stay there. Paul points us toward Christ, through whom restoration is already at work. Grace is not passive—it moves through people, communities, and shared commitments.
This understanding helps us see how The United Methodist Church lives out its calling together. We are a connectional church, meaning we agree to walk together in faith, share responsibility, and respond collectively to God’s grace in the world. One expression of that covenant is The Black College Fund, which supports United Methodist–related historically Black colleges and universities as places of learning, leadership formation, and faithful witness.
Education has long been a pathway of hope. Through The Black College Fund, the church invests in students who are being formed not only for careers, but for lives of service and leadership and for a life of faithful witness to God’s love. This ministry is sustained through connectional giving—ordinary gifts offered faithfully, becoming part of a larger story God is still writing.
Every gift tells a story. And every story begins with the impact we choose to make together. As we journey through Lent, we are reminded that grace calls us not only to receive, but to respond—to live in ways that reflect the abundant life Christ has made possible.
Reflection Question:
As you begin this Lenten season, how might God be inviting you to participate in Christ’s work of restoration through learning, generosity, and shared commitment?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Getting Ready with Jesus
Materials: A backpack, a book, a piece of paper and a pencil

Good morning, friends! I’m really happy to see you today. Today I brought something with me. (Hold up the backpack.) What do you think this is for? Yes! We use backpacks to get ready—for school, for learning, and for going places.
Today is a special Sunday. It’s the first Sunday in Lent. Lent is a season when we get ready for Easter and remember how much Jesus loves us. We take time to think, learn, and grow closer to God.
Today we learn that Jesus helps us get ready by showing God’s love and making things right. The Bible tells us that sometimes people make mistakes, but Jesus brings God’s love and goodness to everyone. That’s really good news!
In The United Methodist Church, we help each other get ready too—not just for school, but for serving God. One way we do that is by helping students learn and grow. There’s a special ministry called The Black College Fund, and it helps students go to school, learn new things, and get ready to serve others.
When we give and share together, it’s like packing a backpack with good things—kindness, learning, hope, and love. God uses what we share to help people grow.
We don’t keep God’s love to ourselves. We get ready—and we share it! 
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us so much. Thank you for Jesus, who shows us how to love others. Help us share what we have so many people can learn and grow. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, We thank you for the gift of grace that comes through Jesus Christ—grace that brings life to many. As we offer our gifts today, remind us that what we give together can shape lives far beyond our own. Bless the ministries supported through The Black College Fund, and use our connectional giving to strengthen education, leadership, and hope. May our generosity reflect your abundant grace, shared for the good of all. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Surprising God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and walk beside us through trial and temptation. Even when we feel alone, your grace is never far, your presence never absent. In this moment of giving, we offer not just our resources, but our trust that you are already at work, shaping us through challenge, strengthening us through sacrifice, and surrounding us with unseen angels. Use these gifts to bring hope where there is hunger, healing where there is pain, and light where there is despair. May what we give reflect our desire to walk more closely with you, even in the hard places.  In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Romans 5:12–19 reminds us that through Jesus Christ, grace reaches many and brings new life. In The United Methodist Church, we live out that grace together through connectional ministries like The Black College Fund. This vital ministry supports United Methodist–related Black colleges and universities, helping prepare students for lives of leadership, service, and faith. When we give together, each gift becomes part of a larger story of opportunity and hope.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate God’s grace and our shared calling to give, serve, and grow—together.
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