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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

MARCH 1, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“The Lord said to Abram, ‘Leave your land, your family, and your father’s household for the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation and will bless you… I will bless those who bless you, those who curse you I will curse; all the families of the earth will be blessed because of you.’ Abram left just as the Lord told him.”— Genesis 12:1–4a (CEB)
God’s call to Abram begins with a promise—and a covenant. Abram is invited to trust God, step into the unknown, and become part of a blessing much bigger than himself. God’s promise is not just personal; it is communal. “All the families of the earth will be blessed.” From the very beginning, God’s plan is rooted in relationship, trust, faith, dignity, and shared purpose.
That same covenant shapes life in The United Methodist Church today. We believe God still calls people to walk together, trusting that what we do in faith—together—can bless more than we could ever imagine alone. One way we live out that covenant is through ministries like The General Council on Religion and Race (GCORR), which helps the Church step outside its comfort zone to confront racism, build bridges of understanding, and honor the sacred worth of every person made in God’s image.
GCORR’s work is a living example of this Scripture. God’s promise to Abram reminds us that God’s blessing is never meant to stop with us. It moves outward, crossing lines that divide and healing what has been broken. When the Church works to challenge discrimination and build communities where all are treated equally, it is living into God’s original promise of blessing.
March 1 is also recognized as Zero Discrimination Day, a moment that echoes this biblical call. While Abram stepped forward in faith long ago, we are still learning what it means to walk in trust today—trusting that God can use our actions, our voices, and even our generosity to bless others.
In The United Methodist Church, connectional giving is one way we keep that covenant together. When we give through ministries like GCORR, we are not just funding programs—we are participating in God’s unfolding story. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we choose to make through faithful giving. What we offer, when joined with others across the connection, becomes a testimony of hope, justice, and love rooted in Christ.
Abram didn’t know where the journey would lead—but he trusted the One who called him. We are invited into that same trust today.
Reflection Question:
Where might God be calling you this week to step forward in faith so that others may experience God’s blessing through you?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: God’s Big Promise for Everyone
Materials: A drawing pad and some crayons or markers

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. Today we are going to use our imagination. I want you to imagine something in your mind. Close your eyes for a moment. Imagine the most beautiful place you can think of. Maybe it has trees, or animals, or your favorite colors.
Now open your eyes. What if I asked you to draw that picture? (Hold up paper and crayons.)
Sometimes when we draw what’s in our minds, it doesn’t look the same on the paper. We might think, “That’s not how it looked in my head!” But in our minds, it was perfect and beautiful.
That happens because our imagination can see things we don’t fully understand yet.
In today’s Bible story, God talked to a man named Abraham. God told Abraham to leave his home and go to a place he had never seen before. Abraham probably tried to imagine what it would be like—but he couldn’t really see it clearly. He didn’t know where he was going.
But God made Abraham a promise. God said, “I will bless you.”
When God blesses us, God’s blessings are often bigger and better than anything we can imagine—even bigger than the picture in our minds. Abraham trusted God, even when he didn’t know what the picture would look like yet.
In The United Methodist Church, we try to trust God like that too. We help people love others, be kind, and treat everyone fairly. There is a group in our Church called The General Council on Religion and Race, and they help remind us that God loves everyone and wants everyone treated with kindness.
When we trust God and help others—through our actions, our kindness, and even by sharing what we have—we are letting God finish the picture in a way that is more beautiful than we could ever draw on our own. 
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us. Help us trust you, even when we don’t see everything clearly. Help us be kind and love everyone the way you do. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of purpose and promise, You called Abram to trust you, and through him you blessed many. Shape us by that same covenant today. As we give, remind us that our offerings become stories of love, justice, and hope when shared through our connection. Bless the ministry of The General Council on Religion and Race, and use our gifts to help your Church reflect your grace and dignity for all. Unite our generosity so that, together, we may live out your promise in faith and action. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful God of New Beginnings, you call us—as you called Abraham—to trust in what we cannot yet see, to follow where you lead, even when the road is unclear. In the shadows of our questions and the uncertainty of our understanding, you meet us with grace, not condemnation. As Nicodemus discovered, your love is not earned but freely given. Receive now these gifts we offer—not as payment or proof, but as signs of our belief, our hope, and our gratitude. Use them to share your transforming love with a world still searching in the dark. In the name of your Son, given in love, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
God’s promise to Abram in Genesis 12 reminds us that faith is never meant to stay with one person—it is meant to bless many. The General Council on Religion and Race helps The United Methodist Church live into that promise by equipping congregations to honor the sacred worth of every person. Through connectional giving, our shared generosity strengthens this ministry and helps the Church witness to Christ’s love in tangible ways. Every gift tells a story of faith, justice, and hope.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we reflect on God’s call and our covenant to walk together.


MARCH 8, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” Jesus replied, “If you recognized God’s gift, and who it is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would be asking him, and he would give you living water. Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again. But whoever drinks from the water that I will give will never be thirsty again.” The woman put down her water jar and went into the city. Many Samaritans in that city believed in Jesus because of the woman’s word.”— John 4:5-42 (CEB)
Jesus sits by a well in Samaria, tired and thirsty, when a woman comes to draw water. What follows is one of the longest recorded conversations Jesus has with anyone in the Gospels—and it is with a woman many others would have ignored. Jesus speaks with her openly, listens deeply, and tells her the truth about herself and about God. He offers her “living water,” a gift that restores, renews, and gives life.
In this moment, Jesus breaks barriers of gender, culture, and expectation. He sees the woman fully—not as someone to avoid, but as someone worthy of attention, dignity, and grace. When she realizes who Jesus is, she leaves her water jar behind and tells others. Her story becomes a testimony that leads many to believe.
This story helps us understand why Women’s Ministry Sunday matters in The United Methodist Church. From the beginning, Jesus entrusted women with good news and meaningful ministry. Today, Women’s Ministry Sunday lifts up the ways women are nurtured in faith, equipped for leadership, and empowered to share Christ’s love in their communities.
Many people may not realize how The United Methodist Church works, but at its core is a covenant to walk together. This special Sunday lifts up and recognizes the vital role of women in the life of the Church. It raises awareness and supports programs that invest in women’s spiritual growth, leadership development, and ministry across the Church.
March 8 is International Women’s Day, a time when many pause to recognize the contributions, resilience, and leadership of women. That observance echoes the truth we see at the well: women matter deeply in God’s story. Jesus did not silence the Samaritan woman—he sent her. Her voice carried the message of Christ into her community.
Every story shared through Women’s Ministry Sunday tells of faith at work. Each story can begin with the impact we choose to make through our prayers, our voices, and our actions. Like the woman at the well, we may not know how far that story will travel, but when offered in faith, God uses it to bring others to Christ.
Jesus still meets people where they are, offers living water, and invites us into his work—together.
Reflection Question:
Where might Jesus be inviting you this week to share your story so others may come to know him?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Jesus Talks to Everyone
Materials: A small cup or bottle of water and a paper heart

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I brought some water for our time together. We are going to talk about living water. First, let me ask you a question. What happens when you are thirsty? (Pause.) Yes—you need a drink!
In today’s Bible story, Jesus met a woman at a well. Now some of you may not know about a well and how it is used. Wells are places where all people used to go to get water. In some locations, people still use wells to get water to drink. But it isn’t easy to get because you must use a rope and a bucket to get it. It is nothing like how easy it is for us today to just get it in our kitchen sink, from a water fountain or open a bottle of water. 
While Jesus was sitting near the well, a woman came to get water, and he asked the woman to give him a drink. This surprised her because most people didn’t talk to her and they were mean to her. Jesus talking to her made her feel loved and that made her happy. Then Jesus told her something special. He said he could give her living water—water that fills your heart with God’s love. 
This Bible story is important because it shows us how Jesus treated people, even those that others don’t like. Jesus loves everyone, and Jesus wants everyone to know they matter. 
Do you know what happened to that woman after Jesus talked to her? She was so excited that she ran to tell others about Jesus. Her story helped many people believe in Jesus. In fact, she was the first person to share the good news that Jesus was the Messiah who had come to save us. 
Today we celebrate all the women in our church and the good things they do for our church. We will hear stories about them, celebrate what they do and share how important their work is in each of our lives. Just like the woman at the well, they share the love of Jesus with everyone in the work that they do. We call this special day Women’s Ministry Sunday. 
Can you help me celebrate them by standing up and telling the women in the church thank you? Also, lets try this week to tell someone thank you that you normally don’t talk to so they can feel the love of Jesus too. 
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving everyone. Thank you for caring about women, men, girls, and boys. Help us see and celebrate the ways people share your love. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving Christ, You met the woman at the well with compassion and truth, and you invited her into your story of grace. As we celebrate Women’s Ministry Sunday, help us recognize and honor the ways women share your love and witness. May our prayers, words, and attention strengthen the faith, leadership, and ministry of women across The United Methodist Church. Use these stories of faith and courage to inspire us and draw others to you. Allow our gifts to support new ministries in our church and community. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Steadfast God of Hope, you have called us to rejoice—not in ease or achievement—but in the grace that sustains us through suffering, the love that meets us in struggle, and the hope that does not disappoint. You pour your Spirit into our hearts, shaping us into a people who give not out of obligation, but out of gratitude. As we bring these gifts, may they testify to your presence among us and to the promise of reconciliation you offer the world through Christ. Make us bold in our sharing, joyful in our worship, and confident in your grace. In the name of the one who died for us and lives within us, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In John 4, Jesus meets a woman at the well and entrusts her with good news that leads others to faith. Women’s Ministry Sunday celebrates this calling by lifting up women in ministry, nurturing their faith, and recognizing their leadership across The United Methodist Church. This special day encourages awareness and reflection, reminding us of the ways God works through women to share Christ’s love. Each story of faith has the power to inspire many.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Women’s Ministry Sunday and honor the women God is using to bless our Church.


MARCH 15, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord, so live your life as children of light. Light produces fruit that consists of every sort of goodness, justice, and truth. Therefore, test everything to see what’s pleasing to the Lord, and don’t participate in the unfruitful actions of darkness. Instead, you should reveal the truth about them. It’s embarrassing to even talk about what certain persons do in secret. But everything exposed to the light is revealed by the light. Everything that is revealed by the light is light. Therefore, it says, Wake up, sleeper! Get up from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”— Ephesians 5:8 -14 (CEB)
Paul’s letter to the Ephesians reminds the Church that followers of Christ are called to live as children of light. Once we lived in darkness, but God has rescued us through Christ and invites us to bear light wherever we go. Light reveals what is hidden, awakens what is sleeping, and brings new life. It allows us to see clearly, act courageously, and respond faithfully to God’s call (Ephesians 5:8–14, CEB).
This call to live as children of light is at the heart of UMCOR Sunday. When people face crisis—whether from natural disaster, conflict, or hunger—The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is there to help. But that response does not happen by accident. It depends on trained staff, trusted partners, and systems that allow the Church to act quickly, compassionately, and effectively.
UMCOR Sunday matters because it sustains that foundation. By covering UMCOR’s administrative costs, this Special Sunday ensures that when disasters strike, help is already on the way. It allows every dollar given to disaster response and recovery throughout the year to be used directly in the field—bringing relief, stability, and hope without delay. In this way, the Church prepares before disaster strikes and remains present for the long journey of recovery that follows.
UMCOR does not carry this light alone. Its work is part of the covenantal connection of The United Methodist Church. Through congregations and members across the connection, Christ’s light reaches places of darkness, despair, and loss. Many people may not fully understand the structure of the Church, but at its heart is a shared commitment to work together so that no community faces crisis alone.
Every gift given through UMCOR Sunday tells a story of light breaking into darkness. Each story begins with the impact we choose to make together. Whether it is a community recovering after a storm, a family finding food and shelter, or children being cared for in the aftermath of disaster, your generosity—joined with others across the Church—makes God’s love visible in powerful ways.
Paul reminds us that light exposes what is hidden, heals what is broken, and transforms the world around us. When we participate in UMCOR Sunday, we live out that calling. We help ensure the Church is ready to respond, offering care and hope when it is needed most—so that Christ’s light can shine, even before the crisis begins.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you this week to bring light into someone’s darkness, alongside the ministry of The United Methodist Church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Shining God’s Light 
Materials: A small candle (LED candle for safety)

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. Today we’re going to talk about light—and how we can shine it for others.
Did you notice the acolytes this morning and what they did? They bring an important part of our worship by lighting the candles before worship and taking the light out after. These candles remind us that Jesus is the light of the world. We light them to remember that Jesus is with us here during worship. And when the acolytes take the light out after worship, it reminds us that we are taking Christ with us wherever we go. The light reminds us that Jesus will show us the way.
In our Bible story today, Paul tells the Church that when we follow Jesus, we are like children of light. God has rescued us from darkness, and now we can shine! Light helps us see goodness, truth, and what pleases God.
You may hear us talk today about a ministry called UMCOR. UMCOR helps the Church shine light too. They care for people who are hurting because of storms, fires, or other bad things. Sometimes people really need help, and UMCOR brings hope, comfort, and help. When we pray, give, or help with UMCOR, we are shining Christ’s light too!
Even small things we do—sharing, helping, or being kind—can shine light for someone who needs it. And remember, when you see the acolytes take the light out after worship, it reminds you to take the light of Jesus in your heart with you. Just like the candles on the altar, we can let God’s light shine through us and brighten someone else’s day.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for rescuing us from darkness and giving us your light. Help us shine for others through our actions, our words, and our prayers. Bless UMCOR and the Church as we work together to bring hope and care to those in need. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, You call us to live as children of light, bringing hope where there is darkness. As we participate in UMCOR Sunday, bless our prayers, our generosity, and our hands. May every gift, joined with others across The United Methodist Church, bring relief, comfort, and care to those in need. Use our offerings to shine your light into places of despair, making your love visible and real. Help us remember that together, we reflect Christ’s light and share the hope of the gospel with the world. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Radiant Shepherd, you walk beside us through valleys and over mountaintops, guiding us with grace and guarding us with love. In your presence, we lack nothing that truly matters. Even in a world clouded by shadows, your light shines through—inviting us to live as children of the day. Receive these gifts, O God, as signs of our desire to walk in your ways, to live as your people, and to shine with the goodness, justice, and truth that reflect your image. Let our giving be more than ritual; let it be an act of trust, a response to your faithfulness, and a testimony of your light at work in us. In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Ephesians 5 reminds us that followers of Christ are called to live as children of light. UMCOR Sunday is a special day when The United Methodist Church lifts up the work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, shining light into places of darkness, disaster, and need. Through connectional giving, congregations and members across the Church participate in this ministry, sharing Christ’s love in practical ways. Every gift tells a story of hope, healing, and care.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate UMCOR Sunday and learn how we can bring light to those in need.


MARCH 22, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“The hand of the Lord came on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley. It was full of bones… He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ …He said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones and say to them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord… I will put my Spirit in you, and you will live… and you will know that I am the Lord.”— Ezekiel 37:1–14 (CEB)
Ezekiel stood in a valley of dry bones—a place that seemed lifeless and hopeless. God asked him a question that seemed impossible: “Can these bones live?” The prophet answered logically, saying that only God knew the answer. God asked Ezekiel to prophesy to a valley of hopelessness, and through God’s Spirit, he saw what no eye could imagine: life, breath, and restoration. What was once dead and dry became vibrant and full of hope. God’s Spirit brings renewal and restoration, even in the most unlikely places.
This powerful image helps us understand our call in the work of UMCOR Sunday. The United Methodist Committee on Relief brings hope, care, and practical restoration to communities facing disaster, poverty, or human suffering. Like Ezekiel, UMCOR cannot do this work alone. Its ministry is part of the covenant of The United Methodist Church, connecting congregations and members to respond together as God leads. Through connectional giving, every church and every member can participate in restoring life and hope for people in crisis. 
March 22 is World Water Day, a reminder that water is life. Many communities lack access to safe water, leaving people vulnerable to illness, scarcity, and hardship. UMCOR helps provide this essential resource, along with food, shelter, and relief, bringing practical help and hope where it is most needed. Just as Ezekiel’s dry bones were renewed by God’s Spirit, communities can experience restoration through the compassion, prayers, and generosity of The United Methodist Church.
When people face crisis—whether from natural disaster, conflict, or hunger—UMCOR is there to help. But that kind of response doesn’t just happen. It depends on trained staff, reliable systems, and the capacity to act quickly and compassionately when the need is greatest.
UMCOR Sunday matters because it sustains that foundation. By covering UMCOR’s administrative costs, this Special Sunday ensures that when disasters strike, every dollar given to relief and recovery can be used directly in the field—without delay. It equips the Church to respond immediately, faithfully, and at scale, wherever suffering is found.
Scripture gives us a powerful image of this kind of work. In Ezekiel 37:1–14, the prophet is led into a valley filled with dry bones—signs of devastation, loss, and hopelessness. At God’s command, the bones are gathered, given sinews and flesh, and filled with breath until life is restored. Renewal does not come all at once; it comes through preparation, connection, and the breath of God moving through what once seemed beyond repair.
Every gift given through UMCOR Sunday participates in that same movement from desolation to life. Whether it leads to safe water for families, shelter for children, or long-term recovery for communities rebuilding after disaster, these gifts help make restoration possible. Joined with others across the Church, your generosity allows Christ’s light to shine in the darkest places—transforming lives in ways no single gift could accomplish alone.
Ezekiel reminds us that God brings life where there is death, hope where there is despair, and light where there is darkness. UMCOR is one way The United Methodist Church lives out this calling, lifting up communities, restoring what is broken, and showing God’s love before, during, and after crises.
Reflection Question:
Where might God be inviting you this week to help bring hope, life, and light into a place that feels dry or hopeless?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: God Brings Life to Dry Places
Materials: A hard dry sponge and a bowl of water

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I have brought something for us to test today. We are going to put this sponge in water to see what happens. 
Look at this sponge. See how hard and dry it is? It looks like it won’t work anymore, doesn’t it? Now watch what happens when we put it in water. The sponge softens, stretches, grows, and its color comes back. It looks like it is coming alive! Did you know that God can do that in people’s lives too?
In the Bible, God showed the prophet Ezekiel a valley full of dry bones. These bones were like this sponge—dry, stiff, and lifeless. God asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones live?” At first, it seemed impossible. But when Ezekiel obeyed God, the Spirit brought the bones to life. They became strong, whole, and full of hope—just like our sponge did in the water.
Sometimes people feel dry and lifeless like that sponge before we put it in water. They need God’s help to live again. That’s what UMCOR does! UMCOR is a ministry of our church that helps people who are hurting because of storms, fires, or other bad things. When we give to UMCOR, we help provide water, food, shelter, and hope to people who need it. Our gifts, prayers, and care help others come alive, just like the dry sponge!
Even small things we do—sharing, helping, or praying—can show God’s light and bring hope. Just like this sponge came alive when it met water, God can use us to bring life and care to others.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for bringing life where it seems impossible. Thank you for using us to shine your light and bring hope to others. Help us to follow your Spirit, care for people who are hurting, and share your love every day. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of life and love, You bring life to dry places and hope where there is despair. As we participate in UMCOR Sunday, bless our prayers, our attention, and our generosity. May every gift, joined with others across The United Methodist Church, help restore communities, provide safe water, shelter, and care, and bring life where it is needed most. Help us remember that together we shine your light, offer hope, and make your love visible in the world. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Life-Giving Spirit, you breathe hope into our valleys of despair and call forth life where we saw only dry bones. We come today not out of habit, but out of longing to be part of your work that restores, renews, and redeems. Take these gifts and use them to roll away the stones that keep your people bound. Let them be signs of trust, symbols of resurrection, and tools of transformation in a weary world. May our offering, like our living, lean into your Spirit and testify that life—abundant, eternal, and holy—is possible in you. In Christ, who calls us out of the grave and into your grace, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Ezekiel 37, God brings life to a valley of dry bones, showing that even the hopeless can be restored. UMCOR Sunday reminds us that The United Methodist Church, working together in covenant, shines Christ’s light into communities facing disaster, poverty, or human suffering. Through connectional giving, congregations and members provide care, water, food, shelter, and hope. Each gift tells a story of restoration and God’s love made visible.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate UMCOR Sunday and learn how The United Methodist Church brings hope, life, and light to people in need.


MARCH 29, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph. The virgin’s name was Mary… ‘Don’t be afraid, Mary,’ the angel said. ‘God has found favor with you… You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to name him Jesus… nothing will be impossible with God.”— Luke 1:26–38 (CEB)
When the angel Gabriel visited Mary, she was given a calling she did not seek and could not fully understand. She asked honest questions, listened carefully, and ultimately trusted God’s promise. Her response— “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said”—became the beginning of a story that changed the world. God worked through Mary’s willingness to say “yes,” even before she knew how the story would unfold.
This moment in Scripture helps us understand how God continues to work through The United Methodist Church today. One way the Church lives out this calling is through Discipleship Ministries, one of the general agencies of The United Methodist Church. General agencies serve the whole Church by carrying out specific areas of ministry on behalf of all United Methodists. Discipleship Ministries focuses on helping people grow in faith, learn how to follow Jesus, and serve God in their daily lives.
Discipleship Ministries is supported through The World Service Fund, one of the seven apportionment funds. Through this shared covenant of giving, churches of all sizes participate in the work of Discipleship Ministries to help equip leaders, develop worship resources, nurture spiritual formation, and support ministries that help people say “yes” to God’s call—just as Mary did. Many people may never see this work directly, but it shapes worship, discipleship, and ministry in local churches every day. 
As we prepare for Palm Sunday, we are reminded that God’s story unfolds through ordinary people who step forward in faith. The crowds who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem did so together, each person adding their voice to the larger story of God’s redeeming work. In the same way, the connectional ministry of The United Methodist Church allows each congregation and each member to participate in something far greater than they could accomplish on their own.
Every gift given through The World Service Fund tells a story. Every story begins with the impact we choose to make through our giving. When we support Discipleship Ministries, we help nurture faith, prepare leaders, and create pathways for people to encounter Christ. Our generosity, joined with others across the Church, helps ensure that individuals and communities are equipped to respond when God calls.
Mary’s story reminds us that God invites each of us into God’s work. Through Discipleship Ministries and the shared support of The World Service Fund, The United Methodist Church continues to say “yes,” trusting God to use our faithfulness to bring hope and new life into the world.
Reflection Question:
Where might God be inviting you to say “yes” this week, even before you know how the story will unfold?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Saying Yes to God’s Plan
Materials: a palm branch 

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad you are here today. Let me ask you a question. Have you ever done something for the very first time that felt a little scary? Maybe you jumped into the deep end of the pool, or rode your bike without training wheels.
I bet someone was there to say, “Don’t be afraid.” And you did it anyway, didn’t you?
In our Bible story today, we hear about a young woman named Mary—the mother of Jesus. God had a very special plan for her, and God sent an angel named Gabriel to talk to her. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God has chosen you to be part of something very important.” Mary could have said, “No way!” or “I’m too scared!” But instead, Mary said, “Yes, I will trust God.”
That’s what it means to say “yes” to God. Just like learning to ride a bike or jumping into the pool, saying “yes” can feel a little scary—but it can also be exciting. When we say “yes,” we learn, grow, and discover that God is with us.
Today we waved palm branches to celebrate Palm Sunday. (Wave the palm branch one of the kids used to enter worship) Was it scary to wave them in front of all these people? Maybe just a little—but it was easier because we did it together with our friends. Saying “yes” is often easier when we help each other.
Our church helps people say “yes” to God too. One way we do that is through a ministry called Discipleship Ministries. It is a place that writes things like books and prayers to help people learn about Jesus, grow in faith, and share God’s love. Our church supports this work through something called The World Service Fund. When we pray, give, and help, we are saying “yes” to God—and helping others say “yes” too. So, remember, when God asks you to help, share, or love, you can say “yes,” because God is always with you.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for Mary, who said “yes” to your plan. Thank you for helping us say “yes” too, by learning about you, helping others, and sharing your love. Bless our church and Discipleship Ministries so we can help more people follow you. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, You call us to say “yes” and follow you. Through The World Service Fund, we support Discipleship Ministries, equipping people to grow in faith, serve others, and share your love. May our prayers, gifts, and care join with others across The United Methodist Church to strengthen leaders, nurture disciples, and help communities respond to your call. Every gift tells a story, and every story begins with the impact we make together. Use our giving to shine your light, deepen faith, and make your love visible in the world. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Humble Savior, you ride into our lives not with force, but with invitation—calling us to follow, to risk, and to trust. As we bring these gifts, we confess we don’t always understand where the road leads. But like those who laid down cloaks and waved palms, we offer what we have with hope in our hearts and praise on our lips. Use these offerings to proclaim your kingdom—where love confronts fear, and peace dares to speak in the shadow of power. Save us, Lord. Use us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Mary said “yes” to God’s plan, and her faith brought hope to the world. This Palm Sunday, we celebrate how Discipleship Ministries, supported through The World Service Fund, equips people across The United Methodist Church to say “yes” to God too. By providing resources, training, and guidance, Discipleship Ministries helps children, families, and leaders grow in faith, serve others, and share Christ’s love. Every gift, prayer, and act of support joins with others across the connection, creating stories of impact that transform lives.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Palm Sunday and the ministry of Discipleship Ministries.
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