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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

APRIL 5, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”— Psalm 118:24 (CEB)
It is Easter Sunday, the day the Church proclaims with joy that Christ is risen. Psalm 118 reminds us that this day—this very day—is made by God. Resurrection is not only something we remember from the past; it is something God is doing now, bringing life where there has been loss, hope where there has been fear, and light where there has been darkness.
The joy of Easter moves us beyond celebration into faithful living. Because Christ is alive, we are called to participate in God’s work of healing and renewal. In The United Methodist Church, one way we live out that calling is through Golden Cross Sunday.
Golden Cross Sunday supports ministries of care and healing within each annual conference of The United Methodist Church. Through chaplaincy, pastoral counseling, and health-related ministries, Golden Cross helps ensure that people are not alone in moments of illness, grief, or uncertainty. These ministries reflect the same hope proclaimed on Easter morning—that God is present, faithful, and still bringing life.
Many people may not know how The United Methodist Church works, but at its heart is a covenant to walk together. We are connected to one another so that no congregation carries ministry alone. When we give through Golden Cross Sunday, our gifts are joined with others across the connection, strengthening ministries that serve people we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves.
Every gift tells a story. Each story begins with the impact we choose to make through our giving. Some stories begin at a hospital bedside, others in moments of prayer, listening, or encouragement. All of them point back to the promise of Easter—that God brings new life, again and again.
Psalm 118 does not call us only to rejoice; it invites us to trust that God is still at work. As we celebrate the risen Christ today, Golden Cross Sunday offers a way to live out Easter faith—supporting ministries that carry resurrection hope into everyday lives through our shared commitment to serve together.
Reflection Question:
How might God be inviting you to share in Easter joy this week through prayer, care, or generosity?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Better Together

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you. Today is a very special day. Does anyone know what day it is?
That’s right—it’s Easter Sunday! Easter is the day we celebrate that Jesus is alive. God made this day, and the Bible tells us, “Let us rejoice and be glad in it!” That means we can be happy and thankful.
When God made this happy day, God also made us to care for one another. In The United Methodist Church, we help people together. We don’t do it alone. We work as one big church family.
Today we are learning about Golden Cross Sunday. Golden Cross helps people who are sick, sad, or need care. It helps pastors, chaplains, and helpers bring love and prayer to people who need it. When we give, we help care for others—even people we don’t know yet.
Every gift tells a story. When we share, we are part of God’s story of love. Just like Easter tells the story of new life, Golden Cross helps bring care and hope to others.
So, when we rejoice today, we can also remember that God uses us to help make happy days for others, too.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for teaching us to love each other – even when we are sick, sad or need care. Thank you for always loving us. Help us to love more today. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
God of resurrection joy, on this Easter day you have made, we rejoice and give thanks. As Christ brings new life, may our gifts help extend care and healing through Golden Cross Sunday ministries of The United Methodist Church. Join what we offer with the gifts of others, so that together we may serve faithfully through our shared covenant. Bless these offerings, and use them to bring hope, compassion, and renewal. We give with joy, trusting you to multiply our love for the good of your people. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
God of New Beginnings, you roll away more than stones. You roll away despair and doubt, fear and failure. On this Resurrection morning, we offer our gifts in gratitude for the new life we have found in Christ. Let these offerings be signs of our commitment to live differently -- eyes open, hearts awakened, hands ready to serve. May what we give today help announce to the world that hope is alive, love has triumphed, and joy cannot be contained. Use us and what we offer to keep telling the story: Christ is risen, indeed! Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Easter Sunday reminds us, “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!” (Psalm 118:24, CEB). That joy continues through Golden Cross Sunday, which supports ministries of care and healing within The United Methodist Church. Through connectional giving, congregations work together to strengthen chaplaincy, counseling, and health-related ministries across each annual conference. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we choose to make together.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate our risen savior Jesus Christ!


APRIL 12, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“…Then Jesus said again, “Peace be with you. It was the Father who sent me, and I am now sending you in the same way.” 22 Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit…”.”— John 20:19–31 (CEB)
After the resurrection, the disciples gathered behind locked doors. Fear had closed them in, and uncertainty filled the room. They did not know what would happen next. In the depth of their uncertainty, Jesus came and stood among them. His first words were simple and powerful: “Peace be with you” (John 20:19, CEB).
Then Jesus did something even more remarkable. After showing them his hands and his side, he said, “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you” (John 20:21).
The resurrection was not only proof that Christ lives. It was also a call. The disciples were sent.
That sending continues today. In The United Methodist Church, the call to mission can take many forms, but it always begins the same way: Jesus sends his followers into the world to serve.
For some, that calling takes shape through United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM), where individuals and teams serve on short-term mission projects. Volunteers may help rebuild homes after storms, repair churches, support community ministries, or offer their time and skills wherever there is need.
Others respond through Global Ministries as Mission Volunteers, offering their gifts in service alongside ministries around the world. Still others follow a deeper calling to serve as missionaries, dedicating their lives to long-term ministry, relationship-building, and sharing the love of Christ.
Many people never travel far at all. They pray for those who serve, gather supplies, encourage volunteers, and support mission efforts within their own communities.
Each act of service echoes the moment in John’s Gospel when Jesus stood among his disciples and said, “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.”
Mission is not something we do alone. It happens through the connection of The United Methodist Church, where individuals, congregations, and conferences work together in ministry.
That is why we recognize Volunteers in Missions Awareness Sunday. This Special Sunday invites us to celebrate the many ways people answer Christ’s call to serve. Some go. Some organize. Some pray. Some encourage. Together, the church continues the mission Jesus began when he sent his disciples into the world.
In John 20, Thomas struggled to believe until he saw Jesus for himself. When he finally encountered the risen Christ, he declared, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28).
Mission often begins in a similar way. Someone sees Christ at work—through compassion, through service, through a helping hand—and faith begins to grow. Every mission effort carries a story. A repaired roof becomes a story of hope. A week of service becomes a story of faith. A volunteer trip becomes a story of discipleship. And often, those stories begin with something simple: a gift given in faith.
When we celebrate and recognize those who are sent into mission, we share in the sending that Jesus began in that locked room. Our support strengthens the ministry of volunteers who live out Christ’s love through service. Through love, compassion, and connectional giving, we help make those stories possible.
Reflection Question:
Where might Jesus be inviting you to step beyond the locked doors of comfort and participate in his mission this week?

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Jesus Sends Us to Help
Materials: A small toy hammer or screwdriver, backpack, a paper heart, and a bandage

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. Today I brought a backpack with me. Let’s see what’s inside. 

(Pull out the bandage.) What do we use a bandage for? That’s right—to help someone who is hurt. 

(Pull out the toy hammer.) What about this? A hammer helps fix things. 

(Pull out the heart.) And what does a heart remind us of? Love! 

In our Bible story today, Jesus came to visit his friends, the disciples. They were hiding in a room because they were afraid. The doors were locked. But suddenly Jesus stood with them and said, “Peace be with you.”
Then Jesus told them something very important. He said, “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” That means Jesus was asking his friends to go out and help people.

They could help people who were hurting, fix things that were broken, and share God’s love.

In The United Methodist Church, many people do this through something called Volunteers in Mission. That means people go and help others when homes are broken, when churches need repairs, or when communities need kindness and care.

And guess what? When we give an offering in church, we help support those volunteers who are helping others.
Every gift we give can help someone somewhere.

Just like this backpack carries tools to help people, Jesus sends us with hearts ready to love others.
You might help someone by sharing a toy, helping clean up, or saying a kind word.
That is one way we can follow Jesus.

Prayer: Dear Jesus,
Thank you for loving us. Thank you for sending people to help others. Help us share your love, help people in need, and follow you every day. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Risen Christ, you came to your disciples in their fear and said, “Peace be with you.” Then you sent them into the world to share your love. On this Volunteers in Missions Awareness Sunday, we remember that you still send your church today. Bless these gifts offered through The United Methodist Church so that volunteers may serve, hope may grow, and lives may be touched. Through our connectional giving, join our hearts and resources so that the ministry of your church may reach farther than any one of us alone. Use these offerings so that every gift may help tell the story of your love. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Compassionate and faithful God, you meet us behind locked doors and in the doubts we dare not speak aloud. Like Thomas, we long to see, to touch, to know—and yet, by your grace, you call us blessed for believing without seeing. Accept now these gifts we bring, signs of our faith, acts of our trust. Use them to reach others still searching for hope, healing, and connection. Let our giving testify to your Resurrection power and shape us into a community where wounds are not hidden but held with love. In Christ, who breathes peace upon us, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
On Volunteers in Missions Awareness Sunday, we remember Jesus’ words in John 20:21: “As the Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Through the ministry of Volunteers in Mission, people across The United Methodist Church respond to Christ’s call to serve—repairing homes, supporting communities, and sharing the love of Christ through action. This Special Sunday is one of five Annual Conference Special Sundays that support ministry within each annual conference. Through connectional giving, our gifts help equip volunteers and strengthen the mission of the church. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make together.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Volunteers in Missions Awareness Sunday and support this important ministry through prayer, participation, and giving.


APRIL 19, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“…Then he (Jesus) interpreted for them the things written about himself in all the scriptures, starting with Moses and going through all the Prophets. When they came to Emmaus, he acted as if he was going on ahead. 29 But they urged him, saying, “Stay with us. It’s nearly evening, and the day is almost over.” So, he went in to stay with them. 30 After he took his seat at the table with them, he took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Their eyes were opened and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts on fire when he spoke to us along the road and when he explained the scriptures for us? ...”— Luke 24:13-35 (CEB)

On the day of the resurrection, two disciples were walking along the road to Emmaus. Their hearts were heavy with confusion and grief. They had heard the news that Jesus was alive, yet they struggled to understand what it meant.

As they walked, a stranger joined them on the road. It was Jesus, though they did not recognize him.
Instead of immediately revealing himself, Jesus listened. He walked beside them, heard their story, and opened the scriptures to help them understand what God had been doing all along. Later, when they sat down to eat, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to them. In that moment, their eyes were opened, and they recognized him (Luke 24:31).

The scripture reminds us that Christ often meets us along the road—in conversation, in shared stories, and in community.

In The United Methodist Church, ministries often grow in that same spirit of relationship and shared journey. Native American Ministries Sunday is one way the church recognizes and supports the leadership, witness, and ministry of Native American congregations and communities throughout the connection.

This Special Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays in The United Methodist Church. The offering helps nurture Native American leadership development, strengthen ministries within Native congregations, and support the work of Native American pastors and communities across the connection.

Like the disciples on the road, the church is called to walk together. No congregation walks alone. Through connectional giving, we share resources so that ministry can grow in many places at once.

This is part of the covenant that shapes The United Methodist Church. We trust that when we work together, the church can extend Christ’s love more faithfully than any one community could alone.

The Emmaus story also reminds us that recognition often happens through shared experience. The disciples’ eyes were opened when Jesus broke the bread and shared it with them.

In a similar way, people often come to see Christ through the acts of faith and generosity that shape the life of the church.

Every ministry carries a story. A congregation strengthened through leadership development becomes a story of hope. A pastor equipped to serve becomes a story of faith. A community encouraged in ministry becomes a story of discipleship.

And often, those stories begin with something simple: a gift given in faith.
Through Native American Ministries Sunday, the people of The United Methodist Church participate in this shared work of ministry. Our giving helps nurture leaders, strengthen communities, and support ministries that reflect the love of Christ.

Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving.
Just as Jesus walked beside the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Christ continues to walk beside the church today—guiding us, teaching us, and opening our eyes along the way.

Reflection Question:
Where might Christ be inviting you to walk alongside others and participate in the story God is unfolding?

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Walking With Jesus
Materials: Two pairs of small shoes or sandals, a piece of bread, and a simple path made with tape on the floor

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. Today I brought something special. (Hold up the shoes.) What do we use shoes for?

That’s right—we use shoes for walking!

In our Bible story today, two friends were walking down a road. They were talking about Jesus and all the things that had happened.

While they were walking, someone joined them on the road. They talked together and shared their story.

Do you know who it was? It was Jesus! But the friends didn’t know it yet.

Jesus walked with them and listened to them. Later, when they sat down to eat together, Jesus broke the bread and shared it with them.

Then their eyes were opened, and they realized it was Jesus!

Sometimes Jesus walks with us too—through the people who help us, care for us, and share God’s love.

In The United Methodist Church, there are many people who serve others and share God’s love. Today we remember Native American Ministries Sunday. This is a special day when the church supports Native American leaders, churches, and communities.
When people give to the church, those gifts help support pastors, ministries, and communities that share the love of Jesus. Every gift can help someone somewhere.

Just like the two friends on the road, we are not alone. Jesus walks with us, and we can walk with others too.

We can show God’s love by helping a friend, sharing a kind word, or praying for others.

Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank you for walking with us every day. Help us love others, share kindness, and follow you. Thank you for our church and the ways we help people together. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Gracious God, on the road to Emmaus you walked beside your disciples and opened their eyes to your presence. On this Native American Ministries Sunday, we remember that you continue to guide your church as we walk together in faith. Bless these gifts offered through The United Methodist Church, that they may strengthen Native American leadership, congregations, and ministries throughout the connection. Through our connectional giving, join our hearts and resources so that your love may be shared more fully. May every gift offered today help tell the story of your grace at work through your church. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Astounding God of the road and the table, you walk with us even when we don’t recognize you. You speak, and our hearts burn within us. You break the bread, and our eyes are opened. Today, we bring these offerings as signs of our gratitude and hope. May our giving reflect the joy of being found, the wonder of Resurrection, and the call to share good news. Use these gifts to kindle faith, feed the hungry, and proclaim your presence in every Emmaus moment. We give because we’ve seen you—alive, loving, and leading us still. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Luke 24:13–35, the risen Christ walked beside two disciples on the road to Emmaus, listening to their story and opening the scriptures to them. Native American Ministries Sunday celebrates how Christ continues to walk with communities throughout The United Methodist Church. This Special Sunday is one of six churchwide Special Sundays that support ministry across the connection, helping nurture Native American leadership, strengthen congregations, and encourage ministry in Native communities. Through connectional giving, our shared gifts support the work of the church and help new stories of faith begin.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Native American Ministries Sunday and participate in this shared ministry through prayer, learning, and giving.



APRIL 26, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers. A sense of awe came over everyone. God performed many wonders and signs through the apostles. All the believers were united and shared everything. They would sell pieces of property and possessions and distribute the proceeds to everyone who needed them. Every day, they met together in the temple and ate in their homes. They shared food with gladness and simplicity. They praised God and demonstrated God’s goodness to everyone. The Lord added daily to the community those who were being saved.”— Acts 2:42–47 (CEB)
The early church described in Acts offers a powerful picture of how God’s people live and work together. In Acts 2:42–47 (CEB) we read that believers “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers.” They worshiped together, shared what they had, and cared for one another. Their faith was not lived alone. It was lived in community.
This passage reminds us that from the very beginning, the church has been a people who gather, listen, discern, and work together for the sake of Christ’s mission.
The same spirit of shared commitment continues today in The United Methodist Church through gatherings like General Conference. General Conference is where leaders and elected representatives from across the denomination come together to pray, study Scripture, and make decisions that guide the ministry of the church. It is a time for listening, discerning, and seeking God’s direction together.
This work does not happen by accident. It requires faithful preparation, coordination, and support so that the church can gather, worship, and make decisions in an orderly and prayerful way. That work is supported through the General Administration Fund, one of the apportioned funds of The United Methodist Church.
The General Administration Fund helps make possible the ministries that allow the church to function together. Through this fund, The United Methodist Church supports the work behind General Conference, as well as other essential administrative ministries that help the church remain connected, accountable, and faithful to its mission.
While administration may sound ordinary, it is actually part of the church’s covenant life together. Just as the believers in Acts organized their shared life through teaching, fellowship, and prayer, the church today gathers through structures that help us discern God’s will together.
This is where connectional giving becomes important. When United Methodists give through their local churches, they participate in a shared ministry larger than any single congregation. Each gift helps sustain the work that allows the church to gather, listen to one another, and seek Christ’s guidance for the future.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes the story begins in a local congregation. Sometimes it continues through gatherings like General Conference, where the church listens for God’s voice together. Through connectional giving, these stories become part of a larger testimony of faith, cooperation, and mission.
In Acts we see a community devoted to learning, fellowship, and prayer. Because they shared what they had, their life together became a witness to God’s grace.
Today, we continue that same covenant through our shared ministry in The United Methodist Church. When we give, when we gather, and when we discern together, we participate in the ongoing story of Christ at work through the church.
Reflection Question:
How might your prayers, your participation, and your giving help strengthen the church’s shared work of listening for Christ together?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: We Work Together
Materials: A small puzzle (6–10 pieces) and small table or flat surface

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you! Today I brought a puzzle with me. (Hold up puzzle pieces.) 
What happens if I try to finish the puzzle with only one piece? (Pause for answers) That’s right! One piece cannot make the whole picture. We need all the pieces working together.
Let’s put the puzzle together. (Invite children to help place pieces.) Look at that! When all the pieces work together, we can see the whole picture.
Our Bible story today tells us that the first followers of Jesus worked together, too. The Bible says they “devoted themselves to teaching, to the community, to their shared meals, and to their prayers.” That means they learned together, prayed together, and helped one another—just like we put the puzzle together. They worked together to get things done.
We do that in our church, too. Sometimes the leaders of our church get together to talk about how to help our church. They pray, talk, and listen to God so they can help guide us.
And guess what? An even bigger group meets every four years to talk about the whole United Methodist Church. This big meeting is called General Conference.
At this meeting, people are working together—just like our puzzle. Everyone doing their part. Everyone helping. Everyone following Jesus together.
You might not think that meetings and working together are things God cares about, but they are. God wants us to work together in helpful and kind ways.
Sometimes a story of kindness begins in very small ways. But when everyone helps, those small pieces can come together like a big, beautiful puzzle.
This week, think about how you can be kind and helpful, even in the smallest chores or things you do.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for the church. Help us learn together, pray together, and help one another. Thank you for the ways we can share and give. Help us follow Jesus together. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Faithful God, in Acts we see your people devoted to teaching, fellowship, shared meals, and prayer. You formed a community that worked together in love and purpose. As we offer our gifts today, remind us that our giving connects us to the shared ministry of The United Methodist Church. Through the General Administration Fund, we support the work that allows the church to gather in General Conference, listen for your guidance, and serve faithfully together. Bless these gifts so they strengthen our covenant life and extend Christ’s work through the church. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful Shepherd, who calls us by name, you invite us into a life that is rich in meaning, deep in joy, and bold in compassion. You speak, and we long to follow—although the world is noisy and the path unclear. In this moment of offering, we quiet our hearts to listen again. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in you. May they be used to bring abundance to others, to feed the hungry, to strengthen the lost, and to proclaim your voice of love. In coming and going, in worship and service, make us more like Christ, in whose name we give and pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Acts 2:42–47, the early church devoted themselves to teaching, fellowship, shared meals, and prayer. Their life together reflected a covenant of faith, cooperation, and generosity. Today, The United Methodist Church continues that shared commitment through gatherings like General Conference, where leaders come together to pray, discern, and guide the church’s ministry. The General Administration Fund helps support the work that makes these gatherings possible and strengthens the church’s connection. Through connectional giving, every gift contributes to the story of how the church listens for God’s direction together.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we reflect on how our shared giving helps the church serve faithfully together.
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