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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

MAY 3, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me. My Father’s house has room to spare. If that weren’t the case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you? When I go to prepare a place for you, I will return and take you to be with me so that where I am you will be too. You know the way to the place I’m going…”— John 14:1–14 (CEB)
In this passage Jesus speaks words of comfort and direction to his disciples: “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me.” The disciples were facing uncertainty. They did not fully understand what the future would hold, but Jesus reminded them that their path forward would be guided by trust in God.
Students today often find themselves in a similar place. Questions about education, calling, and the future can feel overwhelming. What should I study? Where will I go? How will I serve? These questions are not new. Followers of Christ have long trusted God to lead them through seasons of learning and discernment.
United Methodist Student Day, one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, reminds us that the church walks alongside students during these important moments. Through scholarships supported by this offering, students preparing for leadership and service can pursue higher education with the encouragement of the church behind them.
The ministries of The United Methodist Church are built on a shared commitment to serve Christ together. Through our connection, congregations support one another so that the work of ministry is never carried alone. When we participate in United Methodist Student Day, our gifts join with those from other churches, helping provide opportunities for students to learn, grow, and prepare to serve people we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves.
Jesus also speaks about prayer in this passage: “Whatever you ask for in my name, I will do it, so that the Father can be glorified in the Son” (John 14:13, CEB). As students seek direction for their lives, prayer becomes an essential part of that journey. The National Day of Prayer on May 7 offers an opportunity for the church to lift up students, educators, and leaders as they seek God’s wisdom for the future.
Through prayer, encouragement, and generosity, the church helps create pathways for students to grow in knowledge, faith, and service.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes the story begins with a student who senses God’s call but needs support to continue their education. Sometimes it begins with a congregation choosing to participate in connectional giving. When those gifts come together, they become part of a larger story of faith, opportunity, and discipleship.
In John 14, Jesus reminds his followers that they do not walk alone. Christ prepares the way and invites his followers to trust, pray, and continue the work he began.
When we give, pray, and encourage students, we help nurture the next generation of leaders who will carry Christ’s ministry forward.
Reflection Question:
How might your prayers and your generosity help guide a student seeking God’s direction for their future?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Jesus Shows Us the Way
Materials: A simple paper map and a phone that shows a mapping system

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. 
I brought something with me that some of you might not see very often. Does anyone know what this is? (Hold up the map and pause for answers.)
Yes! It’s a map. What do we use a map for? (Let them answer.)
A map helps us know where to go so we don’t get lost. Some people use maps on their phones now, but a paper map can help us find the right path too.
In our Bible story today, Jesus said something important to his friends. He said, “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me.” Jesus wanted his friends to know that even when they didn’t know what would happen next, they could trust him to guide them.
That’s a little like using a map. Jesus helps show us the way.
As people grow, they keep learning new things. Kids go to school, and when they get older, some people go to college so they can learn how to help others.
In The United Methodist Church, we have a special Sunday called United Methodist Student Day. On this day, people in many United Methodist churches give gifts to help students go to school and learn how to serve God and help others.
When we give, we are helping students follow the path God has for them.
And there’s another way we can help too—we can pray. Every year there is a National Day of Prayer, when people all over the country pray for others. We can pray for students, teachers, and people who are learning how to serve God.
Even small gifts and small prayers can help someone follow the path God has for them.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for helping us learn and grow. Help students who are studying and learning how to serve you. Thank you for the ways we can give and pray to help others. Guide us as we follow Jesus each day. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, Jesus reminds us in John 14 to trust in you and seek your guidance through prayer. As we bring our gifts today, we remember students who are discerning their future and seeking the path you have prepared for them. Through United Methodist Student Day, one of the Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, our connectional giving joins with others to support scholarships that strengthen students preparing to lead and serve. Bless these gifts so they may help open doors of opportunity, encourage learning, and nurture faith. May our generosity reflect our covenant to walk together in Christ’s ministry. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Way-Making God, your offer to us is not just to believe in heaven, but to live the kingdom life here and now. Through Jesus, you show us the way, the truth, and the life—calling us to deeper trust, wider welcome, and greater works of grace. As we bring our gifts, we step into that life, choosing generosity over fear and hope over judgment. Use these offerings, and use us, to make your dwelling places visible in our community, in our compassion, in our courage. We give, because we’ve heard your voice. In Christ’s name. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In John 14:1–14, Jesus reassures his followers, saying, “Don’t be troubled. Trust in God. Trust also in me.” These words speak to students who are discerning their future and seeking God’s direction. United Methodist Student Day, one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, invites congregations to support scholarships for students preparing to lead and serve. Through connectional giving, our gifts are joined with others across the church, strengthening opportunities for education and ministry. As the National Day of Prayer on May 7 approaches, we also lift students in prayer.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate United Methodist Student Day and support students preparing for faithful service.

MAY 10, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. I will ask the Father, and he will send another Companion, who will be with you forever. This Companion is the Spirit of Truth, whom the world can’t receive because it neither sees him nor recognizes him. You know him, because he lives with you and will be with you...”— John 14:15–21 (CEB)
In John 14:15–21 (CEB), Jesus offers words of reassurance to his disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” He then promises something even deeper: “I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come to you.” (John 14:18).
These words remind us that Christ’s followers are never meant to walk alone. Jesus promises the presence of the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who remains with the community of believers and guides them in love and faithfulness.
The church continues to live out that promise today.
In The United Methodist Church, ministry often happens through the ways congregations support one another. At the heart of the denomination is a covenant to walk together in faith so that no congregation carries the work of ministry alone. This shared commitment allows the church to strengthen communities, encourage leadership, and support ministries across the connection.
One way this shared ministry takes shape is through the Pacific Islander’s Ministry Plan. This ministry helps support Pacific Islander communities within The United Methodist Church, encouraging leadership development, strengthening congregations, and honoring the rich gifts of culture, faith, and service that Pacific Islander members bring to the life of the church.
During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, the church celebrates the many ways Asian and Pacific Islander members contribute to the body of Christ. Their stories, traditions, leadership, and faith enrich the life of the church and strengthen our shared witness.
The promise Jesus makes in John’s Gospel speaks clearly here. Christ does not leave his followers alone. Through the Spirit, Christ continues to nurture the church so that communities of faith can grow, flourish, and support one another.
This Sunday also brings Mother’s Day, a time when many people reflect on the nurturing love that shapes families and communities. The love Jesus describes in John 14 echoes this kind of care. Just as families nurture and guide one another, the church is called to nurture communities of faith so they can grow in love, strength, and hope.
In The United Methodist Church, that nurturing care is often expressed through connectional giving. When congregations give to ministries like the Pacific Islander’s Ministry Plan, their gifts become part of a shared effort to strengthen leadership, encourage ministries, and support communities across the church.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes the story begins with a congregation choosing to support ministries that reflect Christ’s love. Sometimes it begins with a leader who is encouraged, a community that is strengthened, or a new opportunity for ministry that grows from the church’s shared commitment.
When we give together, we help ensure that communities within the church are seen, supported, and encouraged to flourish in faith.
Jesus promised his disciples that they would not be left alone. The church continues to live into that promise when it nurtures communities, celebrates diverse gifts, and supports ministries that strengthen the body of Christ.
Reflection Question:
How might your prayers, encouragement, and generosity help nurture communities of faith across the connection?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Many Pieces, One Blanket
Materials: A small quilt or patchwork blanket (or pictures of quilt squares)
Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
I brought something special with me. (Hold up the quilt.) Does anyone know what this is? That’s right—it’s a quilt.
Let’s look closely at it. What do you notice? (Let them answer.) Yes! It has lots of different colors and pieces. Each piece of fabric is different. Some are bright, some are dark, some have patterns, and some are plain.
But when someone sews all the pieces together, they make one big blanket. And what do we use blankets for? (Let them answer.)
Yes—blankets keep us warm and comfortable. They help us feel safe and cared for.  In our Bible story today, Jesus told his friends something very important. He said, “I won’t leave you as orphans.” That means Jesus was telling them, “You are not alone. I will always care for you.”
The church is a little bit like this quilt. People in the church come from many places and have many different cultures and traditions. Each person is different, just like the pieces of fabric in the quilt.
This month is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, when we celebrate the gifts and cultures of Asian and Pacific Islander people in the church.
And in The United Methodist Church, there is a ministry called the Pacific Islander’s Ministry Plan. This ministry helps support Pacific Islander churches and leaders so they can share God’s love in their communities.
When the church works together, it’s like sewing the pieces of a quilt together. Everyone helps make something beautiful.
Today is also Mother’s Day, when we thank the people who care for us and help us grow.
Just like a warm blanket can help us feel safe and loved, God cares for us through the people around us.
When we help one another, pray for one another, and share what we have, we are helping make God’s family strong—just like the pieces of a quilt stitched together.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for caring for us. Thank you for the many different people in our church that we can be joined together like this quilt. Thank you for always making us feel safe and warm and feeling loved and cared for. Help us to share that love with others today and tomorrow. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, Jesus reminds us in John 14 that we are never left alone, for your Spirit remains with your people. As we bring our gifts today, we remember that the church is called to nurture communities of faith and strengthen one another in love. Through the Pacific Islander’s Ministry Plan, our connectional giving helps support leadership, ministry, and community within The United Methodist Church. Bless these offerings so they may encourage and strengthen those who serve and lead. May our generosity reflect Christ’s promise that the church walks together in faith, hope, and love. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Abiding Spirit of Love, you have not left us orphaned. Even in our uncertainty, you draw near, whispering truth, stirring memory, teaching us to live as those who know we are loved. As Jesus offered himself in love and obedience, so we offer these gifts today—not out of obligation, but as signs of our love and trust. Take them, bless them, use them—to remind the world that Christ’s story abides in us. May your Spirit strengthen us to live what we give and give what we believe. In the name of the one who promised never to leave us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In John 14:15–21, Jesus promises his followers, “I won’t leave you as orphans.” Through the Spirit, Christ continues to guide and nurture the church. The Pacific Islander’s Ministry Plan reflects that promise by strengthening Pacific Islander communities within The United Methodist Church through leadership development, support, and shared ministry. During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, we celebrate the gifts, cultures, and leadership of Asian and Pacific Islander members who enrich the life of the church. Through connectional giving, congregations help support these ministries and encourage communities to flourish in faith.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the gifts of our diverse church and support ministries that strengthen communities across the connection.


MAY 17, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“…I’m no longer in the world, but they are in the world, even as I’m coming to you. Holy Father, watch over them in your name, the name you gave me, that they will be one just as we are one.”— John 17:1-11 (CEB)
In John 17:1–11, Jesus pauses to pray before continuing the journey toward the cross. In this moment, often called the High Priestly Prayer, Jesus lifts his disciples before God. He speaks of the work he has completed, the people who have come to believe, and the mission that will continue through them. One line stands out clearly: “Holy Father, watch over them in your name, the name you gave me, that they will be one just as we are one.” (John 17:11).
Jesus prays for unity among his followers. He knows that the work ahead will require them to walk together in faith, trust, and love. The mission of sharing God’s grace would not belong to one person alone. It would be carried forward by a community.
That prayer continues to shape the life of The United Methodist Church today. At the heart of the church is a covenant to walk together so that no congregation carries ministry alone. Through shared leadership, prayer, and connectional giving, congregations strengthen one another and support ministries that extend beyond any single community.
One example of this shared ministry is the Asian American Ministry Plan. This ministry supports Asian American congregations and leaders within The United Methodist Church, encouraging leadership development, strengthening ministries, and helping communities of faith flourish. Through this work, the church lives out Christ’s prayer by ensuring Asian American communities are supported, encouraged, and connected within the life of the church.
During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, the church celebrates the gifts, cultures, and leadership of Asian and Pacific Islander members. Their stories, traditions, and faith deepen the witness of the church and reflect the many ways God’s grace is lived out across the connection.
Many people may not know how The United Methodist Church functions, but its strength comes from this shared covenant. Congregations join together so that ministries can grow, leaders can be nurtured, and communities can be strengthened in faith.
When we give through ministries like the Asian American Ministry Plan, our gifts are joined with those from others across the connection. Together, these gifts help support congregations, encourage leadership, and create opportunities for ministry to flourish.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes that story begins with a congregation choosing to participate in connectional giving. Sometimes it begins with a leader who receives encouragement or a ministry that grows because the church chose to walk together in faith.
In John 17, Jesus prays that his followers will remain united in God’s love. When the church nurtures communities, celebrates diverse gifts, and strengthens ministries together, it lives into that prayer.
Reflection Question:
How might your prayers, encouragement, and generosity help strengthen the unity Christ prayed for within the church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Many Colors, One Picture
Materials: A full box of crayons

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today.
I brought something with me that I think many of you have used before. (Hold up the crayon box.) Does anyone know what these are? That’s right—crayons!
Let’s open the box and look at them. Wow! There are so many different colors. Can you name some of the colors you see? (Let them answer.) 
Now let me ask you something. What if we only had one crayon in the box? Would our pictures be very colorful? (Pause.) Probably not! One crayon could draw something, but when we use many colors together, our pictures become bright and beautiful.
Our Bible story today tells us about a time when Jesus prayed for his friends. Jesus asked God to take care of them and help them stay together in love. Jesus knew that when people work together, they can share God’s love in wonderful ways.
The church is a little like this box of crayons. People in the church come from many different places and cultures. Everyone is different, just like the colors in this box.
In The United Methodist Church, there is a ministry called the Asian American Ministry Plan. This ministry helps support Asian American churches and leaders so they can share God’s love in their communities.
This month is also Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, when we celebrate the many gifts, cultures, and traditions that Asian and Pacific Islander people bring to the church.
When we all work together—just like the crayons in this box—we can create something beautiful and share God’s love with the world.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for the many people in your church family. Thank you for the different gifts and cultures that make the church beautiful. Help us love one another and share your love with others. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, in John 17 Jesus prays that his followers may be one, united in your love. As we offer our gifts today, remind us that the church is strengthened when we walk together in faith. Through the Asian American Ministry Plan, our connectional giving supports ministries, leadership, and communities within The United Methodist Church. Bless these offerings so they may nurture congregations, encourage leaders, and strengthen the witness of Asian American ministries. May our generosity reflect Christ’s prayer for unity and help the church continue its shared mission. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Unifying God of Grace, you have entrusted us with the joy of community and the calling of witness. As Jesus prayed that we might be one, we bring these gifts as a sign of our shared commitment to your mission in the world. Let our giving reflect our love, our unity declare your glory, and our generosity embody Christ’s presence among us. Use these offerings to strengthen the church, to bless our neighbors, and to glorify your name. In Christ, we belong to you. In Christ, you are glorified in us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In John 17:1–11, Jesus prays that his followers will remain united in God’s love. This prayer continues to guide the shared ministry of The United Methodist Church today. The Asian American Ministry Plan supports Asian American congregations and leaders, helping ministries grow and communities flourish across the church. During Asian Pacific American Heritage Month, we celebrate the gifts, cultures, and leadership of Asian and Pacific Islander members whose faith enriches the life of the church.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Asian Pacific American Heritage Month and support ministries that strengthen the church’s shared witness.

MAY 24, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“When Pentecost Day arrived, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound from heaven like the howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be individual flames of fire alighting on each one of them. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit enabled them to speak…”— Acts 2:1–21 (CEB)
In Acts 2:1–21, the disciples gather together when something remarkable happens. A sound like a rushing wind fills the house, and tongues of fire rest on each of them. They are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin to speak in different languages. Soon a crowd gathers—people from many regions and cultures—each hearing the good news of God in their own language.
The moment is powerful because it shows that the message of Christ is meant for everyone. People who spoke different languages and came from different places were brought together by the Spirit. The church began not as a single voice, but as a community where many voices proclaimed God’s grace.
This is the story we remember on Pentecost Sunday. The coming of the Holy Spirit marks the beginning of the church’s shared mission. The disciples did not carry that mission alone. They were gathered, empowered, and sent together.
That same spirit of shared ministry continues in The United Methodist Church today. At the heart of the church is a covenant to move together so that we all carry the ministry. Through connectional ministry, congregations support one another, nurture leadership, and strengthen communities of faith.
Heritage Sunday, one of the five Awareness Special Sundays celebrated in The United Methodist Church, invites the church to reflect on this shared life. This day celebrates the rich history and diverse voices that have shaped the church and continue to strengthen its witness today.
The story of Pentecost reminds us that God’s Spirit moves among people of many cultures, languages, and traditions. Heritage Sunday offers an opportunity to recognize and celebrate those gifts and to ensure that all communities within the church are supported and encouraged in their ministries.
Every member is a part of the church’s story. Sometimes that story begins with a congregation choosing to support ministries that celebrate the church’s heritage and strengthen its future. Sometimes it begins with a leader encouraged in their calling or a community strengthened through the church’s shared commitment.
The disciples at Pentecost discovered that the Spirit gathers people from many places into one community of faith. Today, the church continues that story by celebrating diverse gifts and supporting ministries that help the church grow together.
Reflection Question:
How might your prayers and generosity help strengthen the church’s shared witness across many communities?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Alphabet Soup
Materials: A can of alphabet soup and a spoon

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today.
I brought something with me this morning. (Hold up the soup.) Does anyone know what this is? That’s right—alphabet soup!
If I poured out the soup in a bowl, what would we see? (Pause and let them answer). Yes! We would see lots of little letters—A, B, C, D, and many more.
Now let me ask you something. What if the soup only had one letter, like only the letter “E”? Would that be very interesting soup? (Pause for answers.) Probably not! Alphabet soup is fun because it has many different letters in it. And could you even call it alphabet soup if it only had one letter?
Our Bible story today tells us about a special day called Pentecost. Jesus’ friends were all together when the Holy Spirit came to them. Suddenly they could speak in different languages, and people from many places could understand the good news about Jesus.
Even though the people were different and spoke different languages, they all heard the same message—God loves them.
This soup helps us think about that. All the letters in the bowl are different, but they belong together in one soup.
In The United Methodist Church, we celebrate something called Heritage Sunday. This is a day when we remember that people from many places, cultures, and traditions are part of God’s family.
Just like alphabet soup has many letters in one bowl, the church has many people who come together to share God’s love. And just like a spoon helps stir the soup together, God helps bring us together so we can love one another, pray for one another, and help one another.
When we do that, we help make the church strong and full of God’s love.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for bringing many people together in your church. Thank you for the different gifts and cultures that make the church beautiful. Help us love one another and share your love with others. Amen. 
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, on this Pentecost Sunday we remember the moment when your Spirit gathered people from many places and languages into one community of faith. As we bring our gifts for Heritage Sunday, remind us that the church grows stronger when we walk together in ministry. Through connectional giving in The United Methodist Church, our gifts join with others to support communities, celebrate the church’s heritage, and strengthen ministries across the connection. Bless these offerings so they may encourage leadership, nurture congregations, and help the church continue sharing the good news of Christ. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Empowering God, you are the one who pours out your Spirit on sons and daughters, on young and old, on leaders and servants alike. You have not withheld your gifts, but have shared them freely: truth, empathy, vision, and power. As your Spirit-filled people, we now offer our gifts—not out of fear or obligation, but in response to your boundless generosity. Use these offerings to fuel the prophetic witness of your church, to bless those still yearning for hope, and to build a community where all are seen, heard, and loved. May our giving, like your Spirit, be poured out without limit. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Acts 2:1–21, the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost brings people from many cultures and languages together to hear the good news of Christ. This powerful moment reminds us that the church’s mission is shared. Heritage Sunday, one of the Awareness Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, celebrates the rich history and diverse voices that strengthen the life of the church. 
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Pentecost, honor Heritage Sunday, and support ministries that strengthen the church’s shared witness.

MAY 31, 2026 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to each other.”— Romans 12:9-10 (CEB)
In Romans 12:9–10 (CEB), Paul offers a simple but powerful vision for Christian life: “Love should be shown without pretending. Hate evil, and hold on to what is good. Love each other like the members of your family. Be the best at showing honor to each other.” These words remind us that faith is not only something we believe; it is something we practice through how we treat one another.
Peace and justice begin with this kind of love. When love is sincere, it moves beyond words into action. It seeks what is good for others, honors the dignity of every person, and works toward communities where fairness, compassion, and mercy are lived out each day.
This calling is at the heart of Peace with Justice Sunday, one of the six churchwide Special Sundays recognized by The United Methodist Church. This Special Sunday invites congregations to support ministries that equip communities to work for peace, fairness, and opportunity in their local contexts. Through education, advocacy, and community engagement, these ministries help individuals and congregations live out the love Paul describes in Romans.
Many people may not fully understand how The United Methodist Church works, but its ministry is built on a covenant to walk together in faith. Congregations are connected through shared mission so that no church carries the work of ministry alone. Through connectional giving, local churches join their resources and their prayers to support ministries that extend far beyond their own communities.
When we give through Peace with Justice Sunday, our gifts are joined with those from congregations across the connection. Together, those gifts help support ministries that encourage peace, strengthen communities, and address the causes of injustice. Often these ministries serve people we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves.
This Sunday also often falls near Trinity Sunday, when the church reflects on the mystery of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—three persons living in perfect unity and love. The life of the Trinity reminds us that faith is not lived in isolation. It is lived in relationship. The church mirrors that relational life when people care for one another and work together for the good of their neighbors.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes that story begins with a small act of generosity. Sometimes it begins when a congregation chooses to participate in connectional giving. Over time, those gifts become part of larger stories—stories of communities strengthened, ministries supported, and people experiencing the love of Christ in tangible ways.
Paul’s words in Romans remind us that love should be genuine and active. When the church lives out that love together, it becomes a witness to God’s peace and justice in the world.
Reflection Question:
How might your generosity and your daily actions help reflect Christ’s love in ways that strengthen peace and justice in your community?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Showing Love to One Another
Materials: Two small heart shapes cut from paper

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today. I brought something with me this morning. (Hold up the paper hearts.) What shape are these? That’s right—hearts.
When we see hearts, we often think about love. Love is when we care about someone and want good things for them.
In our Bible story today, Paul tells us something important. He says, “Love each other like the members of your family.” That means we should care for one another, help one another, and treat people with kindness.
Let me ask you something. When someone falls down on the playground, what can you do? (Pause for answers.) Yes—you can help them up. You can ask if they are okay. 
What if someone is feeling sad? (Pause.) You might sit with them, share a toy, or say something kind.
These are ways we show love to one another. In The United Methodist Church, we celebrate something called Peace with Justice Sunday. On this day, churches remember that loving others also means helping people who need support and working to make our communities kinder and fairer places.
When churches work together, they can help many people. They can help families, neighborhoods, and communities experience God’s love.
Every time we show kindness, help someone, or share with others, we are showing the love Paul talks about in the Bible.
And when we love one another like family, we help make the world a little more peaceful.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us. Help us love others with kindness and care. Teach us to help people who need support. Help us share your peace with the world. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, in Romans you remind us that love should be genuine and that we should honor one another as members of one family. As we bring our gifts for Peace with Justice Sunday, we remember that your church is called to work for peace, fairness, and compassion in our communities. Through the connection of The United Methodist Church, our giving joins with others to strengthen ministries that seek justice and nurture hope. Bless these offerings so they may support communities, encourage faithful action, and reflect the love of Christ in the world. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Creating God, from the beginning, you formed light out of darkness, breath from dust, and life from love. In Christ, you walked among us, and through your Spirit, you empower us still. Today, we offer our gifts—signs of our desire to partner with you in your ongoing work of creation, healing, and discipleship. Use these offerings to build communities of compassion, to welcome the stranger, and to teach your ways of justice and joy. May our giving reflect the wonder of your Triune love and our willingness to go and grow disciples in your name. Amen

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Romans 12:9–10, Paul reminds the church to show genuine love and honor one another as members of one family. Peace with Justice Sunday, one of the six churchwide Special Sundays of The United Methodist Church, invites congregations to support ministries that address injustice and strengthen communities through compassion and faithful action. Through connectional giving, churches work together so that no congregation carries ministry alone.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we reflect on how Christ calls us to live out genuine love and support ministries that strengthen peace and justice in our communities.
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