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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

AUGUST 2, 2026 
10th Sunday After Pentecost – World Service Fund and the Connectional Table
MISSION MOMENT 
“All of you who are thirsty, come to the water! Whoever has no money, come, buy food and eat! Without money, at no cost, buy wine and milk!  Why spend money for what isn’t food, and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy? Listen carefully to me and eat what is good; enjoy the richest of feasts. Listen and come to me; listen, and you will live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful loyalty to David. Look, I made him a witness to the peoples, prince and commander of peoples. Look, you will call a nation you don’t know, a nation you don’t know will run to you because of the Lord your God, the holy one of Israel, who has glorified you.”— Isaiah 55:1-5 (CEB)
These words were spoken to people who were weary, uncertain, and longing for hope. God was reminding them that true life would not be found in power, wealth, or isolation, but in returning to God and living together as God’s people.
The prophet asks: “Why spend money for what isn’t food, and your earnings for what doesn’t satisfy?” Through Isaiah, God cautions against chasing temporary, worldly pursuits instead of the spiritual nourishment only God can provide. The scripture challenges us to reflect on how we invest our time, money, and energy, reminding us that true life, hope, and purpose are found in God alone. This invitation is not only for a few people, but for everyone, as God calls people to gather, listen, and walk together in covenant faithfulness.
Isaiah’s words also challenge communities of faith to prayerfully discern what truly matters. Just as the prophet calls people to seek what gives lasting life and purpose, The United Methodist Church works together to faithfully steward its ministries, leadership, and resources so the church remains focused on God’s mission rather than individual priorities. This shared discernment is part of what makes us connectional.
Walking together in covenant is central to The United Methodist Church and what makes us connectional. As United Methodists, we recognize that no congregation carries the work of Christ alone. Through our prayers, service, witness, and giving, churches join together to share the love of Jesus across communities, conferences, and nations. When one part of the church is weary, others help carry the burden. When ministry opportunities arise, churches work together to respond faithfully. 
The World Service Fund helps make that shared ministry possible by supporting the foundational work of The United Methodist Church. One ministry strengthened through this shared work is the Connectional Table, made up of 64 leaders from across the denomination who help discern and articulate the vision of the church. Guided by the decisions of the General Conference, and working closely with the Council of Bishops, the Connectional Table helps steward the mission, ministries, and resources of The United Methodist Church.
In many ways, the Connectional Table reflects the invitation found in Isaiah 55. God calls people together to listen, discern, and faithfully respond. In the same way, the Connectional Table helps the church prayerfully seek where God is leading so ministries across the denomination can move forward in unity and faithfulness.
Isaiah reminds us that God’s covenant is everlasting. As United Methodists, our connectional giving reflects that covenant relationship with one another. Together, we help create space for ministry, leadership, discernment, discipleship, and hope.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you to participate in the shared ministry and covenant of The United Methodist Church through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, witness, and giving?

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Come to the Table
Materials: A pitcher of water, several empty cups of different sizes, a loaf of bread or crackers and a large tray or small table.

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you and share a story with you. Today I brought some water and bread with me. Would it be nice if I kept all the water and bread just for myself? (Pause for answers).
No! It is much better to share, isn’t it?
In our Bible story today, God says: “All of you who are thirsty, come to the water!” God is telling everyone they are welcome. God wants people to come close, be cared for, and help one another.

Let’s pretend these cups are churches. (Set out the cups).

Some churches are big. Some churches are small. Some churches have lots of people. Some churches have only a few people. But all of them love Jesus. 

Now, what if only one church had water? (Pour water into only one cup.)

Would that help everyone? (Pause.) No. The water should be shared so everyone has enough. (Pour the water into all the cups).

Because we shared the water, now every church has enough to help people who are thirsty.

Some of the money we place in the offering plate helps people and churches outside our own church. In The United Methodist Church, we call that apportionments. That is a very big word, but it simply means we share what we have so we can help others together — just like we shared the water today. 

Some of the money we give today in the offering plate goes to help other places and people outside our church. We call that apportionments – that’s a big word, isn’t it? It means exactly what we did with the water today – we were able to fill many glasses of water.

God does not want us to do everything alone. God made us to help each other. When we share, help, give, and care for others, we become part of God’s story of love.

This week, when you share your toys, help a friend, or show kindness to someone, remember that Jesus calls us to work together and love one another.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us. Help us share with others. Help us be kind and work together. Thank you for churches that help people learn about Jesus. Use us to share your love everywhere we go. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Generous God, you invite all people to come to your table and receive the gift of your grace. Bless these offerings given through the World Service Fund to strengthen the shared ministry of The United Methodist Church. Through connectional giving, unite our gifts with others across the church so ministries may flourish, leaders may discern your vision, and people everywhere may experience the love of Christ. Remind us that every gift tells a story of faith, hope, and covenant as we serve together in your name. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Attentive God, you see us as we are and meet us in the movement of our days. As we bring these gifts, shape our lives to reflect your righteousness—faithful in love, honest in action, steady in compassion. Open our eyes to behold your face in the neighbors we serve and the work we share. Let our giving become praise in motion, a testimony that we seek your presence not only in stillness, but in faithful steps forward. Receive these offerings as signs of our trust and our desire to live in right relationship with you and with one another, until we are satisfied in the likeness of your grace. Amen.



NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Isaiah 55:1–5, God invites all who are thirsty to come and receive what gives life. This scripture reminds us that ministry in The United Methodist Church is rooted in God’s invitation to gather, share, and walk together in covenant. Through the World Service Fund, churches support shared ministries like the Connectional Table, which helps discern and guide the vision and mission of the church in partnership with the Council of Bishops. Through connectional giving, our gifts join with others to strengthen ministries that help people experience the love of Christ. 

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how our shared giving strengthens the mission and ministry of The United Methodist Church together.

AUGUST 9, 2026 
11th Sunday After Pentecost – Youth Service Fund 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Right then, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead to the other side of the lake while he dismissed the crowds. When he sent them away, he went up onto a mountain by himself to pray. Evening came and he was alone. Meanwhile, the boat, fighting a strong headwind, was being battered by the waves and was already far away from land. Very early in the morning he came to his disciples, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified and said, “It’s a ghost!” They were so frightened they screamed.  Just then Jesus spoke to them, “Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” Peter replied, “Lord, if it’s you, order me to come to you on the water.”  And Jesus said, “Come.” Then Peter got out of the boat and was walking on the water toward Jesus. But when Peter saw the strong wind, he became frightened. As he began to sink, he shouted, “Lord, rescue me!”  Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him, saying, “You man of weak faith! Why did you begin to have doubts?” When they got into the boat, the wind settled down. Then those in the boat worshipped Jesus and said, “You must be God’s Son!”— Matthew 14:22-33 (CEB)
In Matthew 14, the disciples found themselves in the middle of a storm. The wind was strong, the waves were rough, and fear began to take hold. Then Jesus came walking toward them on the water saying, “Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” (Matthew 14:27, CEB)
Peter answered Jesus with courage and faith: “Lord, if it’s you, order me to come to you on the water.” Jesus replied with one simple word: “Come.”
Peter stepped out of the boat and began walking toward Jesus. For a moment, Peter focused completely on Christ. But when fear and uncertainty distracted him, he began to sink. Even then, Jesus immediately reached out his hand and helped him.
This scripture reminds us that faith often begins with taking a step toward Jesus, even when we feel uncertain or afraid. It also reminds us that we are never asked to walk alone.
That truth is deeply connected to the ministry of the Youth Service Fund in The United Methodist Church.
The Youth Service Fund helps empower, equip, and give voice to young people in the life and leadership of the church. Through this ministry, youth and young adults are encouraged to step out in faith, use their gifts, share their voices, and participate in ministry throughout the denomination.
Many people may not fully understand how The United Methodist Church functions. At its heart, our connectional system is a covenant to walk together so that no congregation carries ministry alone. Through connectional giving, churches join their prayers, resources, ministries, and leadership together to help people experience the love of Christ.
When churches support ministries like the Youth Service Fund, they help young people discover that they are not too young to lead, serve, pray, worship, or answer God’s call. Just as Jesus invited Peter to step out onto the water, The United Methodist Church creates opportunities for young people to step forward in faith and leadership.
Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the ministry we share together through our prayers, presence, gifts, service, witness and giving. When we support the Youth Service Fund, our gifts join with others across the connection to strengthen ministries serving young people we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves.
In the middle of life’s storms, Jesus still says, “Come.” Through connectional ministry, The United Methodist Church helps young people step out in faith knowing they are surrounded by a church walking beside them.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you to encourage, support, or walk beside young people as they step forward in faith and leadership?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Step Out With Jesus
Materials: A small toy boat or paper boat, blue blanket or sheet, and a toy figure

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you! Today I brought a little boat with me. (Hold up the boat.)

In our Bible story today, Jesus’ friends were in a boat during a big storm. The wind was blowing hard, and the water was rough. The disciples felt scared. Have you ever been scared before? (Pause for answers.)

Maybe it was dark outside. Maybe you were nervous on your first day somewhere new. Maybe you felt afraid to try something hard.
The disciples felt afraid too. Then they saw Jesus walking on the water! Jesus said: “Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be afraid.”

Peter wanted to go to Jesus, so Jesus said, “Come.” (Place the toy person outside the boat.)

Peter stepped out of the boat and started walking toward Jesus. At first Peter did great! But then Peter became afraid and started to sink. Do you know what Jesus did? Jesus reached out and helped him right away. Jesus did not leave Peter alone. 
That reminds me of how the church works together too. In The United Methodist Church, churches help one another. We share, pray, give, and work together so people can learn about Jesus. One thing we do as a church is for a special fund called the Youth Service Fund that helps young people learn, lead, serve, and share about Jesus.
Some children and youth help lead worship. Some help serve meals. Some sing. Some pray. Some help other people know they are loved by God. When churches give together, they help young people step out in faith, just like Peter stepped out of the boat.

And the wonderful thing is this: young people are important in God’s church right now — not just when they grow up.
Jesus calls every one of us to trust him, help others, and share God’s love.

This week, when you feel nervous, remember Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid.” And when you see someone else feeling lonely or scared, you can help them too.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us and helping us when we are afraid. Help us trust you and follow you. Thank you for all the young people in the church. Help us share your love with others every day. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, in the midst of life’s storms, you call us to trust you and step forward in faith. Bless these gifts given to support the Youth Service Fund and the shared ministries of The United Methodist Church. Through our connectional giving, unite our gifts with others across the church to encourage, equip, and strengthen young people in ministry and leadership. May every gift become part of your story of hope, courage, discipleship, and love. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful God, we lift our voices and our gifts in grateful memory of your saving work. You call us to sing of your goodness and to remember your wonders, even when the way forward is hidden from view. As Joseph was used for life in a time of scarcity, so use these offerings for hope and healing in a hungry world. Make us instruments of your purpose—seeds of justice, salt of compassion, and signs of your steadfast love. Receive what we bring as praise made tangible, and send us out as a people who remember, who trust, and who sing of your deliverance in every season. Amen.


NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Matthew 14:22–33, Jesus calls Peter to step out of the boat and trust him in the middle of the storm. That same invitation to faith and courage continues through the Youth Service Fund in The United Methodist Church. This ministry helps empower, equip, and encourage young people as they grow in discipleship and leadership across the church. Through connectional giving, our gifts join with others to strengthen ministries serving youth and young adults throughout the connection.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how God is calling young people to step forward in faith, leadership, and ministry together.

AUGUST 16, 2026 
12th Sunday After Pentecost – World Service Fund and the General Board of Global Ministries 
MISSION MOMENT 
“The Lord says: Act justly and do what is righteous, because my salvation is coming soon, and my righteousness will be revealed. The immigrants who have joined me, serving me and loving my name] becoming my servants, everyone who keeps the Sabbath without making it impure, and those who hold fast to my covenant: I will bring them to my holy mountain, and bring them joy in my house of prayer. I will accept their entirely burned offerings and sacrifices on my altar. My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples, say the Lord God, who gathers Israel’s outcasts. I will gather still others to those I have already gathered.”— Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 (CEB)
Isaiah 56:7 says, “My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples.” In this passage, God reminds the people that God’s love and welcome are not limited to one group, one place, or one kind of person. God gathers people together and calls them into a shared life of worship, justice, compassion, and hope.
This vision of God’s love reaching beyond every boundary is lived out through the ministry we share through the General Board of Global Ministries in The United Methodist Church. Through missionaries, church partnerships, disaster response, health initiatives, and community ministries, people around the world experience the love of Jesus Christ in real and life-changing ways. Every gift tells a story, and many of those stories begin with faithful people choosing to give together through the church. The love of Christ is extended across communities, cultures, and circumstances because God’s care is meant for all people.
In The United Methodist Church, giving is more than financial support—it is a shared covenant that allows congregations to walk together in ministry. No congregation carries ministry alone. Through apportionments, including the World Service Fund, churches join their gifts with others across the connection to support ministries that reach people we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves. This collective support strengthens the ministry of the General Board of Global Ministries and helps make compassionate outreach possible in times of crisis. Without that shared support, far fewer people would experience the care, hope, and compassion of Christ when they need it most.
On August 19, World Humanitarian Day reminds us of the importance of caring for neighbors near and far. Long before there was a designated day to recognize humanitarian work, scripture was already calling God’s people to welcome others, seek justice, and extend compassion. Isaiah reminds us that God’s house is meant to be open to all people, and through our shared ministry in The United Methodist Church, that welcome continues today.
Every act of generosity becomes part of a larger story of healing, compassion, and hope. Together, we become witnesses to the love of Christ in places we may never see, among people we may never meet, and in moments when hope is needed most.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you to participate in Christ’s work of welcome, compassion, and hope through the shared ministry of The United Methodist Church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Everyone is part of the same family
Materials: One green, red and yellow apple. Also, a knife and tray to cut the apples open (be careful around children with the knife)

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you here! Today I brought something yummy with me. (Hold up the apples.) What are these? (Pause for answers) That’s right — apples!

Do these apples all look exactly the same? (Pause.) No! One is red, one is green, and one is yellow. They all look a little different on the outside.

Sometimes people are like that too. People may look different from one another. We may have different hair, different skin colors, speak different languages, or live in different places. But God loves every single person.

Now let’s look inside the apples. (Cut open the apples and show the inside.) What do you notice? (Pause for answers).
That’s right, they all have the same inside. They may look different on the outside, but inside they are all apples! They all belong to the apple family.

People are like that too. We are all part of God’s family. 

Our Bible verse today says, “My house will be known as a house of prayer for all peoples.” That means God’s love is for everyone. This scripture tells us that God wants every person to know they are loved, welcomed, and cared for.

Sometimes people need extra help. Maybe a family loses their home in a storm. Maybe children need food or clean water. Maybe a family needs help from a doctor in a place where there are no hospitals. Maybe someone feels lonely or afraid. 

Do you know how we can help them? (Pause for answers).

Yes, first we pray for them. We should pray for all God’s people. We can also work together to help people through our giving. Did you know that the money we place in the offering plate can help people all around the world? It can help send caring people to places where families need food, medicine, shelter, and hope.
In our church, we put all our gifts together — kind of like putting all these apple slices together in one big bowl to share. Our gifts join with gifts from other churches so we can help build homes, provide medicine, teach children and adults, and remind people that they are loved by God.
One church by itself cannot help everyone, but when churches share together, they can help many people. When we work together, we can support ministries like the General Board of Global Ministries, which helps churches care for people by providing food, shelter, medical care, and hope to those in need.
This week, when you feel left out or you see someone else feel left out – remember we are all part of the same family. Just like these apples may look different and even taste different, they are all still apples. And we, too, are all part of God’s family.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for making each of us special – just like these apples. Thank you for loving people everywhere. Help us welcome others and show kindness to everyone, even if they look different than us. Thank you for churches that work together to help people and share the love of Jesus. We love you, God and we know you love us. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Welcoming God, you call your house a place for all people. Receive these gifts as signs of our shared covenant to serve together through The United Methodist Church. Through the ministry of the General Board of Global Ministries, and the support provided through the World Service Fund, lives are touched with compassion, hope, and the love of Christ. Join our gifts with others across the connection so that people facing crisis, hunger, loneliness, and disaster may experience your care. Use us, and these offerings, to extend your welcome to the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Gracious God, you pour your blessing upon your people like dew upon the earth and oil upon the head, flowing beyond all boundaries we would draw. We thank you for the gift of unity—good and pleasant, beautiful and life-giving—meant not only for us, but for the healing of the world. Receive these offerings as signs of our desire to live together in your love, to practice radical welcome, and to share your abundance with all your children. Let what we give today flow outward in compassion and service, that our life together may reflect your kingdom of peace, justice, and joy. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Isaiah 56 reminds us that God’s house is “a house of prayer for all peoples.” Through the ministry of the General Board of Global Ministries, The United Methodist Church lives out that calling by supporting missionaries, disaster response, health ministries, and community outreach around the world. Through connectional giving and the World Service Fund, churches work together so that no congregation carries ministry alone. This shared support also allows 100% of gifts to Advance projects to go directly to their intended ministry.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how God’s love reaches people everywhere through our shared ministry together.


AUGUST 23, 2026 
14th Sunday After Pentecost – World Service Fund and the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women 
MISSION MOMENT 
“So, brothers and sisters, because of God’s mercies, I encourage you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice that is holy and pleasing to God. This is your appropriate priestly service. Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that you can figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.  Because of the grace that God gave me, I can say to each one of you: don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought to think. Instead, be reasonable since God has measured out a portion of faith to each one of you. We have many parts in one body, but the parts don’t all have the same function. In the same way, though there are many of us, we are one body in Christ, and individually we belong to each other. We have different gifts that are consistent with God’s grace that has been given to us. If your gift is prophecy, you should prophesy in proportion to your faith. If your gift is service, devote yourself to serving. If your gift is teaching, devote yourself to teaching. If your gift is encouragement, devote yourself to encouraging. The one giving should do it with no strings attached. The leader should lead with passion. The one showing mercy should be cheerful.”
— Romans 12:1–8 (CEB)
In Romans 12, Paul reminds believers that the church is made up of many people with many different gifts. Some are called to teach, some to lead, some to encourage, some to prophesy, some to serve, and some to show compassion. Yet every gift matters because every person matters to God. Together, these gifts help the church reflect the love of Christ in the world.
This understanding of shared ministry is visible through the work of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women in The United Methodist Church. This commission helps the church recognize, support, and encourage the full participation and leadership of women throughout the life of the church. Through education, advocacy, leadership development, and resources, this ministry helps congregations create spaces where the gifts of all people are valued and nurtured.
Many people may not fully understand how The United Methodist Church works. At its heart, connectional giving is a covenant to walk together in ministry. No congregation carries ministry alone. Through apportionments, including the World Service Fund, churches join their gifts with others across the connection to support ministries that strengthen the church and help it live more fully into Christ’s call.
Every gift of generosity creates a story, and many of those stories begin with faithful people choosing to give together through the church. A young woman discerning a call to ministry may find encouragement because leaders invested in training and mentoring. A congregation may learn healthier ways to support women in leadership. A survivor of harassment or discrimination may discover advocacy, care, and hope through the church’s commitment to dignity and justice.
These ministries are possible because churches work together. The General Commission on the Status and Role of Women is supported through the shared giving of United Methodists across the connection. When we give through the World Service Fund, we strengthen ministries that help the church become more faithful, more compassionate, and more reflective of the body of Christ Paul describes in Romans 12.
On August 26, Women’s Equality Day offers an opportunity to remember the importance of recognizing the gifts, voices, and leadership of women in both society and the church. Long before modern observances existed, scripture was already teaching that every member of the body has value and purpose.
Paul reminds us that our gifts are not meant to be hidden or compared, but shared in service to God and neighbor. When we honor the gifts of others and work together in ministry, the church becomes a stronger witness to the love of Christ.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you to encourage, support, or recognize the gifts of others within the body of Christ this week?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: We All Have Different Gifts
Materials: A box of crayons or markers with different colors and a coloring page or blank sheet of paper

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I brought something colorful with me. (Hold up the crayons or markers.) What are these? That’s right — crayons!
Do all the crayons look the same? (Pause.) No! Some are red, some are blue, some are green, and some are yellow. They are all different colors. 

What if we only had one color to color a whole picture? Would that be very exciting? (Pause.) Probably not! Different colors help make the picture beautiful. And each color has a different purpose. 

For example, school buses are yellow. Do you know why? They are yellow because that color is easy to see — even in rain, fog, or early morning light. When people see a yellow school bus, they know children may be close, so they slow down and pay attention to stay safe.

Can you think of another example? (Pause for answers.) Yes, a red stop sign! We can easily see a red stop sign, and we know what we are supposed to do…STOP. 

What about traffic lights? What does green mean? (Pause.) Yes — green means go! And yellow? That’s right — slow down.
People are kind of like these crayons. God made each person special. Some people are good at singing. Some are good at helping. Some are good at teaching. Some are good at listening and caring for others. Each of you has special gifts too!
In our Bible verse today, we learn that we are all part of one body, but we each have different gifts. That means every person matters, and every person has something special to share.
Sometimes people forget that their gifts are important. But God wants all people to know they are loved, they are special, and they each have something wonderful to offer — just like each of these crayons. We need all the colors to make beautiful pictures, and we need people working together to make beautiful things happen in the world.
In our church, we put all our gifts together — kind of like using all these different crayons to make one beautiful picture. Every crayon is important, and every color has a purpose. Our gifts join with gifts from other churches so we can help people, teach others about God’s love, and remind everyone that they are special.
One church cannot do everything by itself, but when churches work together, they can help many people. If we only used the blue crayon, our picture would not be as beautiful, would it?
When we work together, we can support special ministries like the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women, which helps remind people that everyone is important to God, important to the church, and has special gifts to share with the world.
Just like every crayon color matters in a picture, every person matters in God’s family.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for your love. Thank you for making us all special. Help us to use our special gifts to spread beauty everywhere. Help us share that you love everyone, all the time. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, you call each of us to serve as part of the body of Christ, using the gifts you have given us with love and humility. Bless these offerings and join them with gifts from churches across the connection through the World Service Fund. Through the ministry of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women, help your church encourage leadership, nurture dignity, and recognize the value of every person. May our shared giving strengthen ministries that reflect your justice, compassion, and welcome. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, but through love that gives life and builds community. You call us to know who we are because we know whose we are—your people, shaped by Christ and sent for the sake of the world. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your way of life over the ways of death, of courage over control, of welcome over exclusion. Use what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to your grace, that through our sharing and our serving, others may discover the identity of Christ and the hope found in him. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Romans 12 reminds us that the church is one body with many gifts. Through the ministry of the General Commission on the Status and Role of Women, The United Methodist Church encourages the full participation, leadership, and dignity of women throughout the life of the church. Supported through connectional giving and the World Service Fund, this ministry helps congregations nurture leadership, advocate for fairness, and strengthen the church’s witness to Christ’s love. Every gift tells a story, and together our shared giving helps those stories continue.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the many gifts God has placed within the body of Christ.


AUGUST 30, 2026 
15th Sunday After Pentecost – United Methodist Student Day 
MISSION MOMENT 
“Moses was taking care of the flock for his father-in-law Jethro, Midian’s priest. He led his flock out to the edge of the desert, and he came to God’s mountain called Horeb. The Lord’s messenger appeared to him in a flame of fire in the middle of a bush. Moses saw that the bush was in flames, but it didn’t burn up. Then Moses said to himself, ‘Let me check out this amazing sight and find out why the bush isn’t burning up.’ When the Lord saw that he was coming to look, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”
Moses said, “I’m here.” Then the Lord said, “Don’t come any closer! Take off your sandals, because you are standing on holy ground.” He continued, “I am the God of your father, Abraham’s God, Isaac’s God, and Jacob’s God.” Moses hid his face because he was afraid to look at God. Then the Lord said, “I’ve clearly seen my people oppressed in Egypt. I’ve heard their cry of injustice because of their slave masters. I know about their pain. I’ve come down to rescue them from the Egyptians in order to take them out of that land and bring them to a good and broad land, a land that’s full of milk and honey, a place where the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites all live. Now the Israelites’ cries of injustice have reached me. I’ve seen just how much the Egyptians have oppressed them. 1So get going. I’m sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who am I to go to Pharaoh and to bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” God said, “I’ll be with you. And this will show you that I’m the one who sent you. After you bring the people out of Egypt, you will come back here and worship God on this mountain.”— Exodus 3:1–12 (CEB)
In Exodus 3, Moses encounters God through a burning bush in the wilderness. At first, Moses does not fully understand what is happening, but God calls to him by name and invites him into a greater purpose. Moses feels uncertain and unprepared, asking questions about who he is and whether he is capable of such a task. Yet God reminds Moses that he will not walk alone: “I will be with you.”
Many students today know what it feels like to stand in a season of uncertainty. They wonder about their future, their calling, their gifts, and whether they are prepared for what lies ahead. Education often becomes part of that journey of discovering who God is calling them to be.
One way The United Methodist Church lives into this scripture, is reflected through the ministry provided through United Methodist Student Day. This Special Sunday supports scholarships and educational assistance for students as they pursue higher education and vocational training. Through the generosity of congregations across the connection, students are encouraged, equipped, and supported as they prepare to serve God and neighbor in many different ways.
In the UMC, giving is a covenant we walk together in ministry. No congregation carries ministry alone. When churches give through Special Sundays like United Methodist Student Day, those gifts join with gifts from other congregations to support students we may never meet, but whom God deeply loves.
Every gift tells a story, and many of those stories begin with faithful people choosing to give together through the church. A scholarship may help a student become a teacher, a nurse, a pastor, a counselor, or a community leader. A student who once wondered how they would afford school may discover hope because churches chose to invest in their future.
Like Moses standing before the burning bush, students are often still discovering who they are and how God may use them. The church’s shared support reminds them they are not alone on that journey. Through connectional giving, The United Methodist Church helps open doors so students can continue learning, growing, and responding to God’s call on their lives.
God called Moses by name, and God continues to call people today. Sometimes one of the greatest ways the church participates in that calling is by helping others take their next faithful step forward.
Reflection Question:
How might God be calling you to encourage or support someone who is still discovering their gifts and purpose?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: What’s in your backpack?
Materials: A backpack filled with school supplies

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I brought something with me. (Hold up the backpack.) What is this? (Pause) That’s right — a backpack!

What kinds of things do you put inside a backpack? (Pause for answers.) Yes! All those things are things that help you in school.

Let’s see what is inside this backpack. (Pull out items one at a time.) 
Here are crayons. What are crayons used for? (Pause.) Right — drawing and coloring!
What about this notebook? (Pause.) Yes — writing and learning!
What about this lunchbox? (Pause). Absolutely! We need food to keep our minds and bodies full of energy.
Each thing in the backpack has a special purpose and helps someone get ready to learn something new. 
You know, the people we hear about in the Bible learned new things too. In today’s scripture, Moses was taking care of sheep when he saw something he had never seen before — a bush glowing with fire! He was curious, so he walked closer.

And do you know what happened when Moses walked closer? God called his name and asked him to do something special.

It was something Moses had never done before, and he was scared he could not do it. Have you ever felt nervous about something new? Maybe the first day of school, meeting new friends, learning something hard, or trying something for the first time?
Moses felt that way too. But God said something important to Moses: “I’ll be with you.” Moses did not have to do his special job alone. Doesn’t it feel good to have someone help you do things? (Pause.)
You know what? God still makes sure we do not have to do things alone. God gives us people to help us learn and grow — parents, teachers, pastors, friends, and churches.

In The United Methodist Church, our church, we work with other churches to help students learn and get ready for their future. We think it is so important we make a special day and call it United Methodist Student Day. 

On this special Sunday, churches give money to help students go to school so can learn new things and someday become teachers, pastors, firefighters, doctors, nurses, artists, farmers, builders, and so much more. (Mention professions connected to your congregation if desired.)

But we cannot do it alone. Just like we cannot carry crayons, notebooks, lunchboxes, pencils, and snacks in only our two hands, we need a backpack to help carry everything together. That is how The United Methodist Church works too. Churches join together so we can help carry one another’s needs and support students together.

So, when you give money in the offering plate, you are helping more people than you may ever know — and some of those people you may never even meet. You might help a student in our church, another state, or somewhere else in the country continue learning and growing because you gave today.
Our gifts help people get ready for the future God has planned for them. And wherever God calls us, we can remember what God told Moses: “I’ll be with you.”
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for Jesus. Thank you for loving us and helping us grow. Thank you for teachers, schools, and people who help us learn. Bless students everywhere. Help us share what we have so others can learn too. Thank you for always being with us. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Calling God, you spoke to Moses in the wilderness and reminded him that he would not walk alone. Bless these gifts given through United Methodist Student Day, and join them with offerings from churches across the connection. Use them to encourage students, support learning, and help people continue discovering the gifts and purpose you have placed within them. May our shared giving become a sign of hope, opportunity, and your abiding presence for students preparing to serve the world in Christ’s name. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Holy God, you call ordinary people from unexpected places and send them into hard and holy work. As you met Moses in the fire that did not consume, and as you met Peter on the road of costly discipleship, meet us now in these gifts we bring. Shape us by your presence, not by fear; by service, not by power; by love that risks itself for the sake of others. Receive our offering as a sign that we trust your “I AM” to go with us and that we are willing to follow Christ, even when the way is demanding. Use what we give to bring freedom, healing, and hope to your world. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Exodus 3, God calls Moses by name and invites him into a greater purpose. Through United Methodist Student Day, The United Methodist Church continues supporting students as they learn, grow, and prepare to use their gifts in service to others. Gifts given on this Special Sunday join with offerings from churches across the connection to provide scholarships and educational support for students pursuing their calling. Every gift tells a story, and together our shared giving helps open doors for future leaders, servants, and disciples.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate God’s call on the lives of students and the power of supporting one another through connectional giving.
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