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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
15th Sunday After Pentecost – Christian Education Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage at the link below
Romans 13: 8–14  (CEB)
When Paul writes to the church in Rome, he reminds believers that one debt never disappears: "Love each other." Love is more than a feeling. It is learned, practiced, and lived each day as we follow Christ together.
That is the heart of Christian education. Learning to follow Jesus does not happen all at once. It begins with a child hearing a Bible story for the first time, a youth discovering God's call, an adult joining a Bible study, or a church leader finding encouragement through training. Throughout our lives, God continues to shape us into disciples who reflect Christ's love in our homes, our churches, and our communities.
Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday reminds us that disciple-making is a shared calling. While each local congregation nurtures faith within its own community, no church carries that responsibility alone. Through our annual conference, congregations work together to provide leadership development, educational resources, camps, retreats, and opportunities that strengthen churches across the conference. Together, these ministries equip people of every age to grow in faith and to serve others with Christ's love.
Many people are surprised to learn how The United Methodist Church works. Our connectional system is built on a covenant to walk together. Rather than each congregation creating every ministry on its own, churches join their gifts so ministries can flourish throughout the annual conference. Through Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday, our offerings help support programs that encourage faithful discipleship in churches and communities we may never visit, but where God is already at work.
Paul encourages believers to "put on the Lord Jesus Christ." We do that as we worship, study Scripture, pray, serve our neighbors, and continue growing in faith. Christian education helps us live that calling every day.
Every gift tells a story. Sometimes that story begins with a child learning that Jesus loves them. Sometimes it begins with a young person discovering a call to ministry, a lay leader gaining confidence to teach, or a congregation receiving resources that help people grow as disciples. Through connectional giving, our gifts become part of God's ongoing story of love, formation, and hope.
As we observe Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday, may we celebrate the ministries that teach us to love as Christ loves us and joyfully support the work of forming disciples for generations to come.
Reflection Question:
How is God inviting you to continue growing as a disciple while helping others grow in faith?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: The First Time You Heard the Story
Materials: An alphabet book or alphabet flashcards and a children’s bible

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I have a question for you. Can anyone sing part of the ABC song? (Invite the children to sing.) That was wonderful! 
Do you remember the very first time you learned your ABCs? Maybe you don't. Most of us were very little. Someone taught us—maybe a parent, a grandparent, a teacher, or someone at church. What if no one had ever taught you the alphabet? You wouldn't be able to read your favorite stories.
Now I have another question. What is your favorite story? (Pause for answers.)
Stories are wonderful because they teach us new things. (Hold up the children's Bible.) This book is full of stories, too. It tells us about God's love and about Jesus. Someone probably read one of these stories to you for the very first time. Maybe you heard about Noah and the ark, David and Goliath, Daniel and the lions, or Jesus feeding a huge crowd.
Every time someone shares one of those stories, we learn something new about God.
In today's Scripture, Paul tells us that the most important thing we can learn is to love one another. Jesus teaches us how to love by the stories He told, the people He helped, and the way He cared for everyone.
But here's something really special. The people who taught you about Jesus probably learned from someone else. 
Your Sunday school teacher learned from another teacher.
Your pastor learned from someone who helped them.
Your parents or grandparents learned from people who shared God's story with them.
God's story has been passed from person to person for a very long time.
Today we celebrate Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday. That's a big name, but it reminds us of something simple: churches work together so people of every age can keep learning about Jesus.
When churches share their gifts, they help provide Bible studies, camps, teacher training, and resources that help more people hear God's story for the very first time.
Maybe somewhere this week, a little child will hear, "Jesus loves you," for the very first time because churches worked together to make that possible. Let's keep sharing God's story so more people can know His love.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank You for the people who taught us about You. Thank You for parents, grandparents, teachers, pastors, and friends who shared Your story with us. Help us keep learning about You every day, and help us share Your love with others. Bless the churches that work together so more children and families can hear Your story for the first time. Amen. 
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, You have taught us that our greatest calling is to love one another as Christ loves us. As we celebrate Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday, receive these gifts as signs of our shared commitment to nurture disciples of every age. Bless the ministries, leaders, churches, and communities they will serve. Through our connectional giving, unite our offerings with those of others across our annual conference so that together we may strengthen faith, equip disciples, and share Your love with generations to come. In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Reconciling God, you mark our lives not with fear, but with mercy, and you gather us into a people shaped by grace. As you delivered your children at Passover and taught your church to seek peace with one another, teach us to live in our “church clothes” every day—clothed in patience, truth, and love. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your saving power and our commitment to your work of healing and restoration. Use what we offer to mend what is broken, welcome those who feel outside, and build a community where forgiveness and hope have the final word. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday reminds us that growing as disciples is a lifelong journey. Inspired by Romans 13:8–14, we celebrate the ministries that help children, youth, and adults learn to love as Christ loves us. Through our annual conference, congregations work together to support leadership development, educational resources, camps, and ministries that strengthen churches throughout the conference. Our connectional giving reflects our covenant to walk together, joining our gifts to nurture disciples and share Christ's love in communities across our conference.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Christian Education Annual Conference Sunday and discover how, together, we are helping form disciples for generations to come.

SEPTEMBER 13, 2026
16th Sunday After Pentecost – World Service Fund and the El Plan for Hispanic/Latine Ministry
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage at the link below 
Romans 14: 1-12 (CEB)
In Romans 14, Paul encourages believers to welcome one another, even when they have different opinions, practices, or backgrounds. He reminds the church that each person belongs to God: “So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God” (Romans 14:12, CEB). The focus is not on judging one another, but on living faithfully together as people united by Christ.
The church in Rome was diverse. People came from different cultures, traditions, and experiences. Yet Paul called them to something greater than their differences: a shared life centered on Jesus Christ. That same calling remains at the heart of The United Methodist Church today.
One way we live into that calling is through the World Service Fund. Through our connectional giving, congregations join together to support ministries that no single church could accomplish alone. The World Service Fund strengthens the mission and ministry of the church by supporting programs that cultivate leaders, nurture disciples, and extend the love of Christ in communities around the world.
The El Plan for Hispanic/Latine Ministry is one example of this shared ministry. As one of The United Methodist Church’s six ethnic ministry plans, El Plan has served since 1992 as the denomination’s strategy for Hispanic/Latine ministry. For more than 30 years, El Plan has partnered with annual conferences, equipped clergy and laity, and advocated for the diverse and growing Hispanic/Latine community throughout our connection.
Imagine a congregation seeking new ways to welcome Hispanic/Latine families in its neighborhood. Through resources, leadership development, and support made possible by ministries like El Plan, church leaders gain tools to build relationships, share the gospel, and create spaces where people can grow in faith. A family that may have felt unseen discovers a church community where they are welcomed, valued, and encouraged to follow Christ. These moments do not happen in isolation. They are made possible because United Methodists choose to walk together.
At its heart, connectional giving is a covenant. We are connected to one another so that no congregation carries ministry alone. When we support the World Service Fund, we participate in ministries that strengthen the whole church. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving. As churches join together, lives are touched, leaders are equipped, and communities experience the love of Christ.
Paul reminds us that we belong to the Lord. Because we belong to Christ, we also belong to one another. Through shared ministry, shared mission, and shared giving, we reflect the welcoming love of God to a diverse world. 
Reflection Question:
How might God be inviting you to support ministries that help all people experience Christ’s welcome and love?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: The Welcome Mat
Materials: A welcome mat (or a picture of one)

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!

Today I brought something with me. (Show the welcome mat.) Does anyone know what this is?
That's right! It's a welcome mat. Where do people usually put a welcome mat? (Pause for answers) Yes, by the door of a house.
Why do people put welcome mats outside? (Pause for answers.) That's right! They want people to know they are welcome. 
But do you know what welcome really means? Welcome means letting someone know you're happy they're here. It means helping people feel loved, included, and like they belong. In the Bible, welcoming someone means showing them the same love, kindness, and acceptance that Jesus shows us. When we welcome others, we're sharing God's love and helping people know they are important to Him.
Now, a welcome mat can tell us something important about church. When people come to a church, we want them to know they are welcome, too. We want them to know that they matter, that they belong, and that God loves them.
That's what Paul was talking about in today's Bible scripture. The people in the church did not always think the same. They came from different places, had different traditions, and did things in different ways. Sometimes those differences caused problems.
So, Paul reminded them of something very important. He told them to welcome one another because they all belonged to Jesus. In other words, Paul was saying, "Don't focus on what makes you different. Remember that God's love makes you one family."
And that's still true today. God's family has room for lots of different people. Some people speak English. Some people speak Spanish. Some people live in big cities. Some people live in small towns. Some families look different from ours, and some do things differently than we do.
But God welcomes them all. And God asks us to welcome them, too.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for welcoming us into your family. Help us welcome others with kindness, love, and joy. Bless the ministries we work on together and all the people it serves. Help us work together so more people can know they belong to you. In Jesus' name, Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Loving God, in Romans 14, you remind us that we belong to you and are called to live together in faith. As we offer these gifts, use them through the World Service Fund to strengthen ministries like El Plan for Hispanic/Latine Ministry. Expand our connectional giving so that churches, leaders, families, and communities may experience Christ’s welcome and love. Unite us in our shared covenant to walk together in mission, trusting that every gift can help tell the story of your grace. In Jesus’ name, Amen.


OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Merciful Deliverer, you part the waters when we feel trapped and forgive debts too great to repay. In the face of fear and brokenness, you lead us with compassion and grace. May the gifts we bring today reflect our deep gratitude for your mercy. Let them support ministries of reconciliation and acts of healing, justice, and welcome. Teach us to lead not with judgment, but with generosity, recognizing that what we have, we hold by your mercy. Bless these offerings and bless us as stewards of your kin-dom, always seeking to build a world where grace is not rare but abundant. Amen. 

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Romans 14:1-12 reminds us that we belong to the Lord and are called to welcome one another as members of Christ’s family. Through the World Service Fund, United Methodists live out that calling together by supporting ministries such as El Plan for Hispanic/Latine Ministry. For more than 30 years, El Plan has equipped leaders, strengthened congregations, and advocated for the diverse Hispanic/Latine community throughout our connection. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how our shared giving strengthens ministry, builds connections, and helps more people experience the love of Christ.


SEPTEMBER 20, 2026
17th Sunday After Pentecost – Net Zero Commitment by The United Methodist Church
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage at the link below 
Philippians 1:21–30 (CEB)
Paul writes to the Philippians from a place of uncertainty, yet his message is remarkably clear: “Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27, CEB). For Paul, faith is not simply something we believe. It is something we live. It shapes how we treat one another, how we serve our neighbors, and how we work together for God's purposes.
As we observe Environmental Awareness Month, we are reminded that caring for God's creation is one way we can live out our faith. From the air we breathe to the communities we call home, the world around us is a gift from God. Stewardship of that gift is not separate from our discipleship; it is one expression of it.
This commitment is reflected in the Net Zero Commitment of The United Methodist Church. Established in 2021, the interagency commitment to just and equitable net-zero emissions is the most systematic and comprehensive emission reduction effort in the history of The United Methodist Church. The commitment seeks to ensure that the ministries of the present support the flourishing of God's creation for the future.
Paul encourages believers to stand "side by side with one spirit and one soul to struggle together for the faith of the gospel" (Philippians 1:27, CEB). His words remind us that following Christ is not an individual endeavor. We are called to live, serve, and witness together.
That spirit of working together is at the heart of The United Methodist Church. Many people may not realize that our denomination is built on a covenant relationship among congregations. Through connectional giving, churches combine their resources to support ministries that no single congregation could accomplish alone. At its heart, connectional giving is a covenant to walk together in faith and mission.
Consider a local church that replaces aging lighting with energy-efficient alternatives, reduces waste, or adopts practices that better steward resources. One congregation's efforts may seem small. Yet when churches throughout the connection make similar commitments, their collective witness grows. Together, they demonstrate a commitment to caring for God's creation while strengthening resources that support ministry and mission.
The Net Zero Commitment reflects this shared covenant. Through our connection, we support efforts that help The United Methodist Church care for creation in ways that are thoughtful, equitable, and faithful. We do this not because caring for creation is fashionable, but because following Christ calls us to faithful stewardship of the gifts God has entrusted to us.
Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving. Through connectional giving, we participate in ministries and commitments that extend beyond our local churches and into communities throughout the connection. Together, we bear witness to God's love, care for creation, and live out the gospel in practical ways.
As Paul reminds us, our calling is to live lives worthy of the gospel. When we join together in faith, stewardship, and service, we reflect Christ's love not only in what we say, but also in how we live.
Reflection Question:
How is God calling you to join with others in faithful stewardship of creation as part of living a life worthy of the gospel of Christ?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Sharing and Caring
Materials: a shirt or jacket that was handed down or a toy that has been shared with a younger sibling, cousin or friend

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! Today I brought something to show you. (Hold up the shirt or jacket.)

Has anyone ever worn clothes that used to belong to an older brother, sister, cousin, or friend? (Pause for answers.) What about a toy? Has anyone ever played with a toy that someone else used before? (Pause for answers.)

Sometimes we call those things hand-me-downs. That means someone used them, took good care of them, and then shared them with someone else. Now, let me ask you a question. If this shirt still fits someone and is still in good shape, is it better to share it with another child or throw it away? (Pause for answers.) That's right! We can share it.

And if a toy still works, is it better to let another child enjoy it or throw it in the trash? (Pause for answers.) That's right! We can share it.
When we do that, we're taking good care of the things we've been given.

In today's Bible scripture, Paul tells the church to "live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ" (Philippians 1:27, CEB).
That's a big sentence, but here's one thing it means: when we follow Jesus, we try to make choices that show God's love.
One way we can show God's love is by taking care of the things God has given us. God made our world. God gave us trees, water, animals, and all the things we need to live. When we reuse things, repair things, or share things, we are helping take care of God's creation.

That's something The United Methodist Church is working on through the Net Zero Commitment. That's a big name, but it means churches are looking for ways to care for God's world today and in the future. Maybe a church saves energy. Maybe it uses resources more carefully. Maybe it finds ways to waste less. Those choices help us care for what God has made.

Now, can one person care for the whole world? No! Can one church do everything by itself? No!
But Paul says we can stand side by side and work together. That's what happens in The United Methodist Church. Churches work together, pray together, and share gifts together. When lots of churches make good choices, they can make a big difference. 

It's a little like passing along a favorite jacket. One person uses it and then they share it. Then someone else enjoys it. Because people work together, something good lasts longer and helps more people.

Every gift tells a story. Sometimes that story begins when we share what we have. Sometimes it begins when we take good care of God's creation. Sometimes it begins when churches work together to show God's love. And all those things help us live the way Paul tells us to live—worthy of the good news of Jesus.

Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for all the good things you have given us. Help us take care of your world. Help us share with others, use what we have wisely, and work together as your church. Bless the Net Zero Commitment and all the people helping care for your creation. Teach us to live in ways that show your love every day. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, Paul calls us to live lives worthy of the gospel and to stand side by side in faith. As we offer these gifts, use them to strengthen the ministries of The United Methodist Church, including the Net Zero Commitment. Through our connectional giving, help us care for your creation, serve our neighbors, and bear witness to Christ together. May these offerings expand our shared impact and reflect our covenant to walk faithfully in ministry. In Jesus' name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Steadfast God, for us to live is Christ. In every season, you hold us, and in every struggle, you knit us together as one body. Receive these gifts as signs that we choose to stand firm, striving side by side, living as citizens of your kin-dom. Use what we offer to encourage the weary, strengthen your church, and bear witness that love is stronger than fear. Shape our common life to be worthy of the gospel, until our unity itself proclaims your grace. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Philippians 1:27, Paul encourages believers to live “in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” and to stand together in faith. The Net Zero Commitment of The United Methodist Church reflects that calling by helping the church care for God’s creation through a just and equitable commitment to net-zero emissions. As a connected church, we share resources, ministries, and mission so that no congregation serves alone. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving and our shared witness.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we explore how living worthy of the gospel calls us to care for creation, strengthen our connection, and serve Christ together.

SEPTEMBER 27, 2026
18th Sunday After Pentecost – General Administration Fund and General Commission on Finance and Administration
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage at the link below 
Matthew 21: 23–32 (CEB)
When the religious leaders questioned Jesus’ authority in Matthew 21, Jesus responded with a parable about two sons. A father asked each son to work in the vineyard. One son initially said “no,” but later went. The other said “yes,” but never followed through. Jesus asked a simple question: Which son did the will of the father?
The answer is clear. Faithfulness is measured not only by what we say, but by what we do.
This parable reminds us that discipleship involves action. As followers of Christ, we are called to put our faith into practice through obedience, stewardship, and service. One way The United Methodist Church does this is through its connectional ministries, supported by the giving of congregations across the denomination.
The General Administration Fund supports the work of the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA). While many people may never directly encounter GCFA, its ministry helps make countless other ministries possible. The purpose of GCFA is to be accountable for the financial plan of the Church through a servant ministry that promotes fiscal integrity, strategic alliance building, and steadfastness to historic United Methodist traditions and disciplines, enabling the fulfillment of the mission and ministry of The United Methodist Church.
Think of it this way: when a local church receives an annual budget, leaders make plans to ensure resources are used wisely and responsibly. The same principle applies across the denomination. GCFA helps steward the resources entrusted to The United Methodist Church so that ministries can flourish and mission can move forward with integrity and accountability.
For those unfamiliar with how The United Methodist Church works, we are a connected church. Congregations join together through connectional giving so that no church carries ministry alone. At its heart, connectional giving is a covenant to walk together. Through the General Administration Fund, churches support the systems, accountability, and financial stewardship that help strengthen ministry throughout the connection.
Jesus’ parable challenges us to move beyond words and into action. Supporting the General Administration Fund is one way we say “yes” to the shared mission of The United Methodist Church. It reflects our commitment to faithfully steward the resources God has entrusted to us and to support the ministries that help the church fulfill its mission.
Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving. When we give through the connection, we help ensure that ministry is carried out with integrity, accountability, and faithfulness. Those gifts support the foundation upon which countless ministries are built, creating opportunities for people to encounter the love of Christ.
Like the son who followed through on his father's request, may we respond to God's call not only with our words, but with faithful action.
Reflection Question:
How is God inviting you to move beyond saying “yes” to Christ and actively participate in the ministry and mission of The United Methodist Church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: More Than Just Saying “Yes”
Materials: A small toy basket, several toys to scatter around, a sign that states “Please Clean Up”

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!

Today I need a helper. (Point to the toys scattered around.)
Let's pretend these toys were left on the floor. If I asked someone, “Will you help me clean up?” and they said, “Yes!” but then sat down and did nothing, would the toys get cleaned up? (Pause for answers.) NO, they wouldn’t. What if another person said, “I don't want to,” but then changed their mind and helped pick up the toys? Would the toys get cleaned up? (Pause for answers.) Yes!
In today's Bible story, Jesus told a story about two sons. Their father asked them to go work in the vineyard. One son said, “No.” But later, he changed his mind and went. The other son said, “Yes.” But he never went. Jesus asked, “Which one did what the father wanted?”
The answer was the son who actually went and helped. Jesus wanted people to understand something important. God doesn't just want us to say the right things. God wants us to follow through with our actions. That means when we say we love God, we try to show it.
We help others.
We share.
We tell the truth.
We are kind.
We do what we say we will do.
Now let me ask you another question. Can one person do everything in a church? (Pause for answers) No!
Churches work together. That's how The United Methodist Church shares God's love with more people.
Sometimes people teach Sunday school.
Sometimes people sing.
Sometimes people help neighbors.
Sometimes people give offerings to support the church's work.
The General Administration Fund helps support the work of the General Council on Finance and Administration, or GCFA. That's a very long name! Here's a simple way to think about it. GCFA helps make sure the church uses its resources carefully and wisely so ministries can keep helping people learn about Jesus.
It's a little like making sure all the toys are in the right basket, all the supplies are in the right place, and everything is ready when it's needed. When churches work together and share gifts together, ministry happens more effectively.
Every gift tells a story. Maybe a gift helps a church serve its community.
Maybe a gift helps leaders make good decisions.
Maybe a gift helps more people hear about Jesus.
Those stories begin when God's people do more than just say "yes." They begin when God's people put their faith into action.
This week, when someone asks for your help, remember the story Jesus told. Let's be people who not only say "yes," but who also follow through with loving actions.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving us. Help us do more than just say the right things. Help us show our love for you through our actions. Bless The United Methodist Church and the work of GCFA. Help us use our gifts wisely and work together to share the love of Jesus. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Faithful God, Jesus reminds us that true discipleship is shown through faithful action. As we present these gifts, use them through the General Administration Fund and the ministry of GCFA to strengthen accountability, stewardship, and mission throughout The United Methodist Church. Through our connectional giving, help us live out our shared covenant to walk together in ministry. May these offerings expand our reach, support faithful stewardship, and help more people encounter the love of Christ. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Humble Savior, you meet us at the start of every day and invite us to take on the mind of Christ. As we bring these gifts, set aside in us the need to win, to hoard, to be first. Shape us instead for love, for shared work, for joy in serving side by side. Use what we offer to build a community where sacrifice is natural, mercy is instinctive, and hope rises in every heart. Keep forming us, not by force but by grace, until our living begins to look like Jesus. We place our offerings—and ourselves—in your hands. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Matthew 21:23–32, Jesus reminds us that faithfulness is about more than words—it is about action. Through the General Administration Fund, United Methodists support the ministry of the General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA), which promotes fiscal integrity, accountability, and faithful stewardship across The United Methodist Church. As a connected church, we share resources so that no congregation carries ministry alone. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving as we support the mission and ministry of the church together.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we explore how faithful stewardship, connectional giving, and action-filled discipleship help strengthen the mission of The United Methodist Church.
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