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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

OCTOBER 4, 2026 
19th Sunday After Pentecost – World Communion Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
Philippians 3:4b-14  (CEB)
In Philippians 3:4b-14, Paul looks honestly at his life. He had plenty of reasons to feel proud of what he had accomplished, but he came to understand that none of those things compared with knowing Christ. Instead of holding tightly to what was behind him, Paul says he is reaching toward what lies ahead, pursuing the call of Christ.
That is a fitting word for World Communion Sunday.
On this Special Sunday, United Methodists join Christians around the world at the table of Holy Communion. We may speak different languages, worship in different ways, and come from different cultures and backgrounds, but the bread and cup remind us that we are one in Christ.
World Communion Sunday also reminds us that being one in Christ means more than gathering at the same table. It means learning to walk together.
The United Methodist Church is a connectional church. That means congregations are connected to one another so that no congregation has to carry the work of ministry alone. Through our connectional giving system, we share what we have so that ministries serving the whole Church can reach places and people a single congregation might never reach on its own.
World Communion Sunday gives us a tangible example. The offering helps provide scholarships and leadership training for students from underrepresented communities, helping remove barriers to education and prepare people to serve the Church. One recipient, Garikai Malunga, used his education in clinical biochemistry to serve at a United Methodist hospital in Zimbabwe, providing specialized laboratory services the hospital could not otherwise afford. A gift given through a United Methodist congregation helped become part of a ministry that reached far beyond that congregation.
That is the beauty of connection. One church gives. Another person receives an opportunity. A student gains an education. A leader is equipped. A community is served. And the story keeps moving forward.
Paul reminds us that following Christ is not about resting on what we have already accomplished. It is about pursuing Christ’s call and reaching toward what lies ahead.
Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make when we give. On World Communion Sunday, our gifts become one way we say, “We belong to one another, and we will walk this road together.”
Reflection Question:
Where might Christ be inviting you to reach beyond what you can do alone and become part of what God is doing through the connection of The United Methodist Church?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: One Table, One Family
Materials: A small piece of bread or a cracker, a cup and several pictures of people who look different from one another

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I brought something with me today. What do you think it is? (Hold up the bread and cup and pause for answers.) That's right, it's bread and a cup! What do these remind you of? (Pause.)
Yes, they remind us of Communion. Communion is a special time at church when we remember how much Jesus loves us.
A long time ago, Jesus shared a meal with His friends. During that meal, He used bread and a cup to help them remember Him. The bread and the cup are symbols.
Do you know what a symbol is? If I show you a picture of a heart, you know it means love, right? The heart is a symbol of love. In the same way, the bread and cup in Communion are symbols that help us remember Jesus and His love for us.
Jesus gave His friends bread and said, "When you eat this bread, remember me." Then He shared a cup and said, "When you drink from this cup, remember how much I love you and that I am always with you."
Sometimes during Communion you hear the pastor say, "This table doesn't belong to us." What do you think that means? It doesn't mean someone else owns the table. It means that everyone is welcome at Jesus' table.
Jesus wants everyone to know they are loved. People with different eye colors, different skin colors, people who speak different languages, people who are young or old, happy or sad, all are welcomed by Jesus.
Communion reminds us that we all belong to God's family. This table brings us together, and Jesus is the one who brings us together.
Today we are also celebrating something special called World Communion Sunday. Did you know that Christians all around the world are sharing Communion today, just like we are?
People in different countries may look different, speak different languages, sing different songs, and worship in different ways. But today we all remember the same Jesus and the same love He has for us. Isn't that amazing?
Today, as we share Communion, we remember that we are part of one big family in Christ. And it makes Jesus happy when we love, welcome, and care for one another.
Prayer: Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us. Thank You for welcoming everyone to Your table. Help us remember that we are all part of Your family. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, thank you for calling us to know Christ and to reach toward the life you place before us. On this World Communion Sunday, remind us that we are one in Christ, connected across backgrounds, languages, and cultures. Bless these gifts as they join with gifts from United Methodists everywhere to provide scholarships, develop leaders, and strengthen ministry. Help us see our giving not simply as an offering, but as a covenant to walk together so that no congregation carries ministry alone. Use our gifts to expand our reach and deepen our impact in Christ’s name. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Faithful Shepherd, you call us beyond our resumes and our trophies, beyond what we have been toward who we are becoming in Christ. As we lay these gifts before you, free us from clinging to what we think gives us worth. Turn our eyes toward the future you are unfolding. Let our giving press us deeper into mercy, widen the circle of belonging, and shape us into people who embody your justice and grace. Keep us moving; keep us growing; keep us following. We press on toward your kingdom, trusting you to lead. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Philippians 3:4b-14 reminds us that following Christ means reaching toward what lies ahead. On World Communion Sunday, we remember that we do not walk alone. United Methodists join Christians around the world at the Communion table, celebrating that we are one in Christ across backgrounds, languages, and cultures. Our Special Sunday offering extends that connection by supporting scholarships and leadership training for students from underrepresented communities. Together, our gifts help equip people to serve Christ and strengthen the Church.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate our unity in Christ and consider how our giving can help us walk together in ministry.

OCTOBER 11, 2026 
20th Sunday After Pentecost – Ministerial Education Fund
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
Philippians 4:1-9  (CEB)
In Philippians 4, Paul encourages the church to "stand firm in the Lord" (v. 1), to rejoice, to pray, and to focus on "whatever is true, whatever is holy, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is worthy of praise" (v. 8). He reminds believers that faith is not something we live alone. It is nurtured in community, strengthened through encouragement, and handed from one generation to the next.
That truth is at the heart of the Ministerial Education Fund.
Every congregation needs faithful leaders who can preach the gospel, teach Scripture, care for people, and help communities follow Christ. But those leaders do not simply appear. They need opportunities to learn, grow, and be formed for ministry.
The Ministerial Education Fund helps make that possible. Through scholarships, seminary support, continuing education opportunities, and clergy formation programs, this fund helps prepare and equip current and future leaders for ministry in The United Methodist Church. Through our shared giving, we invest in the people who will preach the gospel, care for congregations, visit hospital rooms, baptize children, celebrate communion, and walk with people through life's most joyful and difficult moments.
Consider a young person who senses God calling them into ministry but wonders how they will afford seminary. A scholarship made possible through connectional giving can help open that door. That student can receive an education, grow in faith and understanding, and eventually stand in a pulpit, serve a community, baptize a child, visit someone in the hospital, or sit beside a grieving family. One gift can become part of a much larger story of Christ's love.
This is one reason connection matters in The United Methodist Church. A congregation does not have to carry the work of ministry alone. Through our connectional giving system, congregations join their gifts with those of other United Methodists. Giving becomes more than a financial transaction. At its heart, it is a covenant to walk together.
Paul concludes this passage by encouraging believers to put into practice what they have learned and received. The church continues that work today by investing in leaders who will proclaim Christ's love for generations to come. Through the Ministerial Education Fund, we stand firm together, encourage one another, and strengthen the church's mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
Reflection Question:
How might God use your prayers, encouragement, and giving to help someone answer a call to ministry?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Who Helped You Learn?
Materials: A Bible, a small backpack, a child’ book

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I brought a few things with me today. Let's see what they are! (Show the backpack, Bible and book.) 
Can you tell me what these things are? (Pause for answers.) That's right! A backpack, a book, and a Bible.

What do we use these things for? (Pause.) We use them to learn!
Who helps you learn new things? (Pause and allow the children to offer all kinds of answers)

Maybe your parents help you learn. Maybe your teacher helps you learn. Maybe a grandparent, a coach, a sibling, or a friend helps you learn something new. We all need people to help us learn and grow.
In our Bible story today, Paul is writing a letter to some friends. Paul reminds them to keep following Jesus and to remember the things they have learned. Paul tells them, "Keep on doing the things you learned and received" from people who taught you about God.
Have you ever learned a song from a teacher? Or learned how to ride a bike from a parent? Once someone teaches you, you can keep doing it on your own. 
That's what Paul is talking about. He wants people to remember what they have learned about Jesus and keep sharing it with others.
Now, who teaches us about Jesus at church? (Pause for answers.) That's right. Pastors do! (Hold up the Bible.)
Pastors read the Bible with us. They help us understand God's Word. They pray with us. They help us when we are sad, excited, scared, confused, or happy. They remind us that Jesus loves us.
But here's something important. Pastors have to learn, too! Just like you go to school to learn reading, writing, math, and science, pastors spend years learning about the Bible, prayer, worship, and how to help God's people.
They don't learn all by themselves. Other people help them learn. And do you know something really amazing? We help them learn, too. The United Methodist Church has something called the Ministerial Education Fund. That's a big name, isn't it?
Let's make it simple. 
The Ministerial Education Fund helps people who feel called by God to become pastors learn and grow so they can share God's love with others. People from United Methodist churches all over give a little, and when we put those gifts together, we can help future pastors learn, serve, and lead.
Let me show you what I mean. Imagine if I had only one puzzle piece. (Pretend to hold one piece of a puzzle.) Could I see the whole picture? No! But what if everyone brought their puzzle piece? Then we could build something beautiful together. That's how the church works. One church helps. Another church helps. Another church helps. Together, we can do much more than we can do by ourselves.
Because people work together, future pastors can learn. Then those pastors can teach other people about Jesus. Then those people can teach others, too. That's exactly what Paul was talking about when he encouraged people to remember what they had learned and keep sharing it.
Maybe one day God will call one of you to teach others about Jesus. You might become a pastor, a missionary, a teacher, a choir director, or someone who helps people know God's love.
And when we work together as God's family, more people can learn about Jesus.
That's pretty amazing, isn't it?
Prayer: Dear Jesus, Thank You for the people who teach us. Thank You for parents, teachers, pastors, and all those who help us learn about Your love. Help us keep growing, keep learning, and keep sharing Your love with others. Bless the pastors who serve today and those who are preparing to serve in the future. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, in Philippians, Paul encourages us to stand firm in You, to rejoice, to pray, and to focus on what is true and worthy of praise. As we offer these gifts, bless them through the Ministerial Education Fund. Use our shared giving to prepare, support, and strengthen current and future clergy throughout The United Methodist Church. Deepen our covenant to walk together in ministry, so that through our connectional giving, congregations and communities may be formed in Christ's love. Multiplying these gifts and their impact, we pray. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Steadfast Joy, when “always” feels larger than our capacity, you remain near. In gratitude, we bring these gifts, signs of love learned from you. Quiet our anxious hearts and turn our attention toward what is true, honorable, and worthy of praise. Shape us into a people whose generosity is gentleness made visible, whose offerings declare we are on the side of our neighbors. Receive what we place in your hands and let it become courage, welcome, and hope. Guard us with your peace as we press on in Christ. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Paul's words in Philippians 4:1-9 remind us to stand firm in the Lord, encourage one another, and put our faith into action. The Ministerial Education Fund reflects that calling by supporting the education, formation, and development of current and future clergy in The United Methodist Church. Through scholarships, seminary support, continuing education, and clergy formation programs, our connectional giving helps prepare faithful leaders for generations to come. Together, we live out our covenant to walk alongside one another in ministry and mission.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the Ministerial Education Fund and the impact we can make together through connectional giving.


OCTOBER 18, 2026 
21st Sunday After Pentecost – Laity Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (CEB)
In 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Paul gives thanks for a community whose faith is not simply something they believe. Their faith is active. Their love leads them to serve, and their hope in Jesus Christ gives them strength to keep going. Paul sees how the gospel is being lived out in their lives, and their example is becoming known beyond their own community.
That is the heart of Laity Sunday.
Laity Sunday reminds us that the ministry of the Church belongs to all God’s people. Not just pastors. Not just church staff. All of us. Through prayer, service, leadership, generosity, witness, and compassion, laypeople live out their faith and help make disciples of Jesus Christ.
Think about someone in your congregation who quietly lives this out. Perhaps it is the person who visits someone who is sick, teaches children, welcomes a new family, delivers a meal, serves at a food pantry, leads a Bible study, or simply notices when someone needs encouragement. Their work may never make the news, but it can change a life.
Paul recognized something similar in the Thessalonians. Their faith had become an example to others because they were putting what they believed into action.
The United Methodist Church is built around this kind of shared ministry. We are a connectional church, which means congregations are connected so that we can work together rather than carrying the mission of Christ alone. Through our connectional giving system, we share resources to strengthen ministries and equip people for service across the Church.
That giving is more than money. At its heart, it is a covenant to walk together. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving.
Laity Sunday invites us to see ourselves differently. We are not simply people who attend church. We are people called to live our faith—in our homes, our workplaces, our neighborhoods, and our churches.
Like the Thessalonians, our faith can become visible through what we do and how we love.
Reflection Question:
Where is God inviting you to put your faith into action this week, and how might your prayers, service, generosity, or witness help someone experience the love of Christ?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Let Your Light Shine
Materials: A flashlight, a Bible and a small mirror

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today! I brought a few things with me. Can you tell me what they are? (Hold up the flashlight, Bible, and mirror.) That's right! A flashlight, a Bible, and a mirror.
What does a flashlight do? (Pause for answers.) Yes! It shines light.
What happens when it's dark and someone turns on a flashlight? Suddenly, everyone can see better.

Our Bible story today comes from a letter written by Paul to some Christians in a place called Thessalonica. Paul told them that people could see their faith because of the way they loved God and cared for others. Paul said that God's message was ringing out from them. That's another way of saying that people noticed how they followed Jesus.

Now let me ask you something. Do you have to be a pastor for people to see God's love in you? (Pause) No!
Can you be kind to a friend?
Can you help someone who is sad?
Can you share with a brother or sister?
Can you pray for someone?
Of course you can!

Every time you do those things, you are shining God's light. (Turn on the flashlight.) This flashlight reminds me of God's love. When we follow Jesus, we help shine that love into the world.

Now let's talk about church. Who helps at church?
Maybe your pastor does. Maybe your Sunday school teacher does. Maybe someone sings in the choir. Maybe someone greets people at the door. Maybe someone helps collect food for families who need it. All of those people are serving God.

Today we celebrate each one of them on a special day called Laity Sunday. That's a fancy name for celebrating all the people in the church who help share God's love.

Laity are people just like you, your parents, your grandparents, your teachers, and your church friends. They may not be pastors, but they still have important ways to serve God.
And here's something really special. In The United Methodist Church, churches help one another. One church helps. Another church helps. Another church helps. Together, we can do more than we can do alone.

It's a little like this mirror. (Reflect the flashlight beam with the mirror.) The light shines in one place, but the mirror helps it shine somewhere else.

When churches work together, God's love reaches more people. When we give, serve, pray, and help others, we are sharing the light of Christ.

Paul was happy because the people in Thessalonica were sharing God's love everywhere they went. And we can do the same thing.
Every time we show kindness, help someone, or tell others about Jesus, God's light shines a little brighter.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank You for loving us. Thank You for all the people who teach us, help us, and show us Your love. Help us shine Your light wherever we go. Show us ways to be kind, to serve others, and to share Your love each day. Thank You for our church family and for all the people who help Your love reach others. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, we thank You for the faithful witness of Your people. As Paul gave thanks for a church whose faith rang out through love and service, we offer these gifts in gratitude for all who share in Your mission. Bless our giving and use it to strengthen the ministry of laity throughout The United Methodist Church. Deepen our covenant to walk together in faith, and multiply the impact of our connectional giving so that more people may experience the love and hope of Christ. In Jesus' name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Gracious God, you choose ordinary people and weave them into a community that shines with your love. We thank you for the gift of belonging—for the call to live our faith in ways that ripple outward into the lives of others. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and our willingness to be witnesses to your grace. Use what we offer to encourage the weary, welcome the searching, and strengthen your church as a living example of hope. May our shared life together always point to Christ, whose love calls and sends us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Paul celebrates a community whose faith, love, and hope became a witness to others. Laity Sunday reminds us that the mission of The United Methodist Church belongs to all God's people. Through prayer, service, leadership, generosity, and compassion, laypeople help make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. As a connected church, we work together through our covenant relationship and connectional giving so that no congregation carries ministry alone.
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate Laity Sunday and give thanks for the faithful witness of God's people throughout The United Methodist Church.


OCTOBER 25, 2026 
Reformation Sunday – World Communion Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (CEB)
In 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Paul reflects on the relationship he shared with the believers in Thessalonica. He reminds them that his ministry was not about power, recognition, or personal gain. Instead, it was rooted in love. Paul writes, "We were glad to share not only God's good news with you but also our very lives because we cared for you so much" (v. 8, CEB).
That sentence captures the spirit of World Communion Sunday.
When we come to the Communion table, we remember that Jesus shared not only a meal with His disciples, but His very life. Through Christ, we are drawn into a relationship with God and one another. As United Methodists join Christians around the world in celebrating Holy Communion, we remember that we are one in Christ, no matter our background, language, or culture.
World Communion Sunday reminds us that the church is larger than any one congregation, community, or nation. It is a celebration of our unity in Christ and a witness to God's love for all people.
This Special Sunday also reflects that unity through action. Gifts received through World Communion Sunday support scholarships, leadership development, and educational opportunities for students from underrepresented communities. These ministries help raise up leaders whose diverse experiences and perspectives strengthen the church's ability to serve an increasingly diverse world. As the church becomes more inclusive, it becomes better equipped to reflect the fullness of God's kingdom.
Imagine a student who senses God's call to serve but faces financial barriers to education. Through the faithful gifts of United Methodists across the connection, scholarship support helps open doors to learning, leadership, and ministry. One day, that student may lead a congregation, start a community ministry, or help others discover God's love. What began as a shared gift becomes a story of transformed lives.
Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with the impact we make through our giving.
Many people may not fully understand how The United Methodist Church works. At its heart, connectional giving is a covenant to walk together. We are connected to one another so that no congregation carries ministry alone. Through our shared giving, churches partner in ministries that strengthen leaders, support students, and extend Christ's love farther than any one congregation could reach on its own.
As we observe World Communion Sunday during Diversity Awareness Month, we celebrate the beautiful diversity of God's people and the unity we share in Christ. Around one table, with one Savior, we discover that God's love is wide enough to welcome all.
Just as Paul shared both the gospel and his life, World Communion Sunday invites us to share in God's work together, building a church that reflects Christ's love for all people.
Reflection Question:
How is God inviting you to share not only your gifts, but also your life, so that others may experience Christ's love?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: There is Room at Jesus’ Table
Materials: A Bible, a small table or picture of a table, several paper plates, crayons or markers

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
I want you to look at this table. (Show the table or picture.)
What do we do at a table? (Pause for answers) That’s right! We eat! We talk! We spend time with people we love.
Now imagine that we are getting ready for a very big meal. We put one plate here. (Place a paper plate on the table.)
Then another one. (Place another plate). And another. (Continue adding plates.)

What happens when we keep adding plates? That’s right! We invite more people to sit and be at the table! 

Today is World Communion Sunday, and just like all these plates we added to the table to make room for everyone, World Communion Sunday does the same thing. It reminds us that there is room for everyone at Jesus' table.
That means everyone. People who speak different languages can belong. People who look different from us can belong. People who come from different places can belong. People who have different traditions can belong. Because Jesus loves all of us. When we celebrate Holy Communion, we remember that we are one in Christ. We may be different in many ways, but Jesus brings us together.

Now let's think about our Bible reading today. Paul was talking about the people he served in Thessalonica. He told them that he cared about them very much. He said that he was gentle with them, like a mother caring for her children. That's a very loving picture, isn't it?

Paul wasn't just telling people about Jesus. He cared about them. He listened to them. He spent time with them. He shared his life with them. That's what Jesus wants us to do, too. We can show Jesus' love by making room for people. 
What could you do if someone was sitting by themselves? (Let children answer.) You could sit with them!

What could you do if someone came to church and didn't know anyone? (Pause) Yes, you could say hello!
What could you do if someone spoke a different language? (Pause) You could smile and be friendly! You don't have to speak the same language to show someone love. 
A smile can say, “You are welcome here.”
A helping hand can say, “You matter.”
A kind word can say, “Jesus loves you.”

Now, there is another way we can make room for people. The United Methodist Church is made up of many churches that are connected to one another. That means our church is connected to other churches, too. When we give together, our gifts can help people in places we may never visit.

On World Communion Sunday, our giving helps provide scholarships and leadership training for students from communities that have not always had the same opportunities.

Think about that. A person in our church gives a gift. Someone in another church gives a gift. Another church gives, too. Those gifts come together. And those gifts can help a student learn, grow, and prepare to serve God's people. Maybe that student will become a pastor. Maybe they will teach children. Maybe they will help people who are hurting. Maybe they will tell someone about Jesus. We may never meet that person. But our gift can become part of their story. That's what it means to be connected.

We don't have to do everything by ourselves. We can help one another. We can pray for one another. We can share with one another. We can make room for one another. So when you see the Communion table today, remember:
There is room for you. There is room for me. There is room for everyone. And Jesus calls us to make room for others, too.
Prayer: Dear God, Thank you for loving every person. Thank you that we can be your family even when we look different, speak different languages, or come from different places. Help us make room for others. Help us be kind, share what we have, and show your love. Bless the gifts we give and use them to help people learn, grow, and serve you. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, thank you for showing us through Christ what it means to love and care for one another. On this World Communion Sunday, remind us that we are one in Christ, even across differences of language, culture, and background. Bless these gifts as they join with the gifts of others through our connectional giving. Use them to provide scholarships, prepare leaders, and strengthen ministry so that together we can share the love of Christ. Help us walk together in covenant, trusting that no congregation carries your work alone. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Loving God, you call us not only to believe the gospel, but to live it. You test our hearts not with trials meant to break us, but through the daily invitation to serve, to love, and to share our lives with one another. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude and our willingness to embody the good news of Christ. Use what we offer to nurture communities of compassion, where faith is lived gently, courageously, and with humility. May our witness—like Paul’s—be rooted not in pride or gain, but in love that gives itself freely for others. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8, Paul describes ministry shaped by gentleness, care, and love. World Communion Sunday reminds us that this same love connects Christians across backgrounds, languages, and cultures as we celebrate Holy Communion together. Through The United Methodist Church, our connectional giving supports scholarships and leadership training for students from underrepresented communities, helping prepare faithful leaders to serve Christ and the Church. Our gifts become part of a shared ministry that reaches far beyond one congregation.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate our unity in Christ and consider how we can make room for others through our faith, love, and generosity.
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