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These mission moments demonstrate the connectional mission of the United Methodist Church. Each one highlights a specific ministry and the real impact it’s making in the world. Consider using these in personal prayer time, in small groups or during worship.

NOVEMBER 1, 2026 
All Saints Day – World Service Fund and the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
1 John 3:1-3  (CEB)
Imagine opening a letter that begins, “You are my child, and I love you.” That is essentially how John addresses a scattered, uncertain community of believers. He does not open with instructions or expectations; he opens with identity. “See what kind of love the Father has given to us in that we should be called God’s children, and that is what we are!” Before we do anything for God, we already belong to God.
That belonging is not private. It is family, and family means being connected to people we may never meet. The United Methodist Church lives out that same conviction through connectional giving. Congregations across the denomination give to the World Service Fund, which supports general agencies that no single church could sustain on its own. One of those agencies is the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, known as GBHEM, which prepares clergy and equips laity for ministry through scholarships, educational resources, and leadership development.
Picture a young woman named Maria, sensing a call to pastoral ministry but unable to afford seminary. A scholarship made possible through GBHEM, funded in part by gifts as ordinary as a Sunday offering in a small congregation hundreds of miles away, helps her complete her degree. She returns to serve a church that had gone years without a pastor. She will likely never meet the people whose gifts helped send her, but their faithfulness becomes her calling, and her calling becomes someone else’s hope, someone else’s welcome home, and someone else’s first encounter with grace.
This truth feels especially close on All Saints Day, when we remember those who have gone before us in faith. John writes that we do not yet know fully what we will be, but “we know that when he appears we will be like him because we’ll see him as he is.” The saints we remember now know that promise face to face. Many of the pastors and mentors who shaped our faith were themselves prepared through ministries like GBHEM, and the gifts they gave still echo forward into students being trained today. Their faithfulness did not end with them; it became part of a legacy we now carry.
That is what covenant giving does. No congregation carries ministry alone, past or present, because we are woven together as one body, walking the same road and trusting the same Father. Every gift tells a story, and every story can begin with something as small as an envelope placed in an offering plate.
“Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure.” Supporting the ministry of GBHEM through the World Service Fund is one way that hope takes visible form, preparing men and women to lead others toward Christ, just as the saints before us once did.
Reflection Question: As you remember the saints who shaped your faith, what story do you want your giving to help write for those who come after you?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: You Belong to God's Family
Materials: A family photo, or a simple drawing of a family, an empty jar labeled helping others, a few coins

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
Can I ask you something? Do you know whose family you belong to? (Pause for answers and then hold up the family photo)
This is a picture of a family. Families take care of each other, right? Moms and dads and brothers and sisters help each other, hug each other, and share with each other.
Guess what? The Bible tells us that we belong to a family too… God’s family! In the Bible, there is a letter called 1 John, and it says, “See what kind of love the Father has given to us... we should be called God’s children, and that is what we are!” That means God calls us His kids. Not just some of us, but everyone one of us who love Jesus!
And guess what families do? They help each other! If your little brother or sister fell and skinned their knee, would you help them? (Let the children answer.) Of course you would!
Well, God’s family, what we call the church, is really, really big. It is not just the people sitting here today. It is churches in towns near us and towns far away, and we are all connected, like one big family.
Here is something neat: sometimes there are grown-ups who want to learn how to be pastors, which are the people who help take care of a church family, just like our pastor here. But going to school to learn that costs money, just like when your family buys school supplies for you!
(Hold up the jar or piggy bank.) So, churches everywhere, and I mean the big ones and small ones, put some money together to help. It is called giving! When we put money in the offering plate, some of it helps future pastors go to school and learn how to love people the way Jesus does. Isn’t that neat? Your quarter, your dollar, whatever you give goes to help somebody, somewhere, learn to tell others about Jesus!
Every single gift tells a story. When you give, even just a little bit, you become part of that story too!
So today, when the offering plate comes by, you can remember: you belong to God’s family, and God’s family takes care of each other, everywhere.
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for calling us Your children. Thank You for our big church family, near and far. Help us love each other and share what we have, so that everyone can learn about Your love. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, Your Word reminds us that we are Your beloved children, formed and known by Your love. As we bring our gifts before You now, we remember that giving is more than an offering; it is a covenant to walk together as one Church. Through the World Service Fund, our gifts join with congregations near and far, supporting the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry as it prepares faithful leaders for Your Church. May these offerings tell a story of hope, purpose, and love, just as You have first loved us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Eternal God, we give you thanks for the saints who have gone before us—those whose lives bore witness to your grace and whose faith still shapes the church we share today. As we remember them with gratitude, we offer these gifts as signs that their witness continues through us. Open our eyes to see your work in the world. Use our voices to give witness to what we have seen of your love and mercy. Use these offerings to strengthen your church, that our lives may also become a testimony to your living Word at work among us. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
We are God’s children, not because of what we’ve done, but because of how deeply we are loved (1 John 3:1-3, CEB). That same love holds The United Methodist Church together as one connected family, where no congregation walks alone. Through the World Service Fund, gifts from churches support the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry, preparing pastors and lay leaders to serve faithfully. Every gift tells a story, and yours can help write the next chapter. 
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate how God’s love connects us all, one gift at a time.

NOVEMBER 8, 2026 
24th Sunday After Pentecost – Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (CEB)
When Paul wrote to the church in Thessalonica, some believers were grieving deeply. Friends had died, and without a clear picture of resurrection hope, that grief felt bottomless. So, Paul does not scold them for grieving; he gives them something sturdier to grieve with. “We want you to know about people who have died so that you won’t mourn like others who don’t have any hope.” He reminds them that because Jesus died and rose, those who have died in Jesus will rise, too. Death, Paul insists, is not the last word. Then he adds something remarkable: “So encourage each other with these words.” Hope, it turns out, is meant to be shared.
On the second Sunday in November, congregations across The United Methodist Church observe Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday, a day to lift up organ and tissue donation as an act of love and ministry to others in need. It is easy to see why this scripture fits. Few gifts embody resurrection hope quite like this one: in the middle of someone's grief, a decision made in love allows life to continue in someone else's body, someone else's family, and someone else's story.
Think of a family saying goodbye to a loved one in a hospital room, and in the middle of that goodbye, choosing to say yes to donation. Somewhere else, a person waiting on a transplant list receives word that a match has been found. Two families, complete strangers, are now bound together by a single gift. That is not so different from how The United Methodist Church works. We are one connected body, congregations bound to congregations we may never meet, sharing a covenant to walk together so that no one carries their calling, or their grief, alone. Our connectional giving sustains ministries and advocacy across the denomination for reasons just like this one, and this Sunday reminds us that generosity, whether it is a dollar placed in the offering plate or a decision recorded on a driver's license, is still generosity. Every gift tells a story, and this one keeps being retold every time someone chooses life for a stranger.
Paul wrote to comfort people who felt like their story had ended. Organ and tissue donation whispers something similar: that even in loss, love can still write a new chapter for someone else.
Reflection Question: Whose story might be waiting on a gift only you can give?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: A Gift From the Heart
Materials: A big paper heart cutout, a small toy or item that represents sharing

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
Today I brought a big heart with me. (Hold up the paper heart.) Can you guess what a heart is for? That's right! We often use a heart to show that we love someone. But did you know your heart is also a very important part of your body? It helps keep you alive by pumping blood throughout your body.
Our bodies are amazing, but sometimes an organ, like a kidney, can become very sick and stop working the way it should. Did you know that a healthy person can sometimes give one of their kidneys to someone who needs one? That gift can help another person live a healthier life. What a wonderful way to show love and care!
Let’s think about sharing for a second. (Hold up the small toy.) If your friend didn’t have a toy to play with, and you had two, would you share one with them? (Let the children answer.) That would make your friend happy, wouldn’t it?
Sometimes grown-ups can make an even bigger choice to help someone else. Some people choose to donate their organs or tissues so that another person can live or get better. It is a very special gift and one that can bring hope to someone who needs it.
In the Bible, in a book called 1 Thessalonians, God's people are told to encourage each other. That means saying kind and hopeful things to people, especially when they feel sad. When someone shares a gift like this, it helps others feel loved and cared for, just like kind words do.
Every single gift tells a story, even a big one like this. And guess what? You can be a helper too! You can help just by being kind, sharing what you have, and saying encouraging words to your family and friends this week.
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for hearts that love, and for people who share big gifts to help others. Help us be kind and encourage our friends this week. Thank You for taking care of us always. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, we come before You mindful that every gift becomes part of a larger story of hope. Your Word reminds us that even in grief, we are not without hope, for You call us to encourage one another and trust in the life You promise. On this Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday, we give thanks for those whose gifts of love bring life to others, and we offer our own gifts now, trusting that through connectional giving, our offering joins with countless others to strengthen ministry, encourage hope, and carry Your love further than we could reach alone. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Watchful God, you call us to keep awake—to live with open eyes and attentive hearts, ready to recognize Christ in the needs and joys that surround us each day. As we bring these gifts, keep the flame of compassion burning within us. Fill us with the oil of kindness, generosity, and holy attentiveness, that our lives may shine with your love in a world too often dimmed by fear and indifference. Use these offerings and our willing spirits to bring light, hope, and welcome to your children. Keep us awake to your presence and faithful in your service, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
This November, we join The United Methodist Church in observing Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday, a day to celebrate life, thanksgiving, and the love shown through donation (1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, CEB). Just as Paul once encouraged a grieving church with resurrection hope, this Sunday reminds us that even in loss, love can bring life to someone else's story. It also reflects who we are as a connected Church: no congregation carries ministry, or grief, alone. Every gift tells a story, and yours can impact someone life.

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate life, give thanks, and encourage one another with hope.

NOVEMBER 15, 2026 
25th Sunday After Pentecost – Native American Ministries Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
Matthew 25:14–30 (CEB)
Jesus tells a story about a master preparing for a long journey. Before he leaves, he does something surprising: he entrusts his own possessions to his servants, “each according to that servant's ability.” Two of them take what they have been given and go to work, investing it, watching it grow, returning it multiplied. The third does something different. Afraid of loss, afraid of getting it wrong, he digs a hole and buries what was placed in his care. When the master returns, his verdict is not about the size of the gift but about the response: “Well done! You are a good and faithful servant.” Faithfulness, not amount, is what he was watching for all along.
It is worth sitting with what almost happened in that story. A gift, entrusted in trust, nearly disappeared into the ground, not because it lacked worth, but because fear told the one who held it to hide it instead of letting it grow.
Every November, as the nation observes Native American Heritage Month, The United Methodist Church has an opportunity to lift up something similar: the gifts already entrusted to Native American communities within the connection, leadership, wisdom, and generations of faith carried forward through difficult histories, and to ask whether the wider church is helping those gifts multiply or, through neglect, letting them go unseen. Native American Ministries Sunday, one of six churchwide Special Sundays, exists to make sure the answer is the former. Its offering supports scholarships for Native Americans attending United Methodist schools of theology, along with leadership development and ministries that Native American communities carry forward within their own annual conferences. Traditionally observed on the Third Sunday of Easter, many congregations, especially those whose spring calendars did not leave room, choose to celebrate and give during Native American Heritage Month instead. Either time, the invitation is the same.
Consider a young leader raised in a Native congregation who feels called to ministry but cannot imagine how to afford seminary. A scholarship supported through Native American Ministries Sunday could help make that calling possible. Tomorrow, that young Native leader could be leading worship, mentoring others who feel the same call, and sharing wisdom in places we may never reach. Every gift tells a story, and this one could begin with congregations that may never meet the people they support but choose to give, trusting that their generosity will multiply in ways they may never see.
This is what it means to belong to a connectional church. No congregation carries ministry alone, and no gift, cultural, financial, or spiritual, was ever meant to stay buried. Through the shared covenant of connectional giving, what one community holds becomes something the whole body can invest in together.
Reflection Question:
What has God entrusted to you that is waiting to be invested rather than buried?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: The Gift That Grows
Materials: A seed packet or just a few seeds, and a small potted plant to show what the seed can become

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!

I have something special today. (Hold up the seed.) Do you know what this is? It's a tiny seed! It looks so small, right? But guess what is hiding inside?
A whole plant is hiding inside this little seed! But here is the thing: a seed cannot grow into a big plant if we just leave it in a bag. It has to be planted in dirt, and given water and sunshine, so it can grow big and tall.
Jesus told a story kind of like that. He said a man went on a trip, and before he left, he gave his three helpers some special coins to take care of. He gave one helper five coins, another helper two coins, and another helper just one coin.
Two of the helpers said, “Let's put these coins to work!” They used them wisely, and by the time the man came home, their coins had grown into even more coins! But the third helper got scared. He thought, “What if I mess this up?” So he dug a hole in the ground and buried his coin. When the man came home, that coin was exactly the same as when he left it. It never got the chance to grow!
Guess what, friends? God gives every single person special gifts too! Maybe you are really good at being kind, or making people laugh, or helping your friends, or singing songs, or being brave!
This week, our church family is thinking about our Native American brothers and sisters in God's big church family. God has given them wonderful gifts too, like being great leaders, wise teachers, and caring helpers! And just like a seed needs water and sunshine to grow, our Native American church family sometimes needs a little help, like extra help to go to school, so that their gifts can grow big, just like that little seed.
When we give in church, even just a little bit, we help someone's gift grow bigger! We help their seed become a big, beautiful plant, just like this one. (Show the plant.)
So, this week, let's not bury our gifts in the ground! Let's use them, share them, and help other people's gifts grow too.
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for the special gifts You gave to each of us. Thank You for our Native American friends and their wonderful gifts too. Help us use what You give us, and help us share so that everyone's gifts can grow. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, You have entrusted each of us with gifts meant to be invested, not buried, and multiplied, not hidden away. As we bring our offering before You, we remember the leadership, wisdom, and faith of our Native American siblings within The United Methodist Church, and we ask that these gifts strengthen scholarships and ministries that help their calling flourish. Through connectional giving, unite what we offer with gifts from congregations we may never meet, so that together, our offering multiplies into leadership, hope, and faithful service across Your whole Church. In Christ's name, amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Generous Christ, every good gift comes from your hand, and you entrust us with resources, abilities, and opportunities to serve your kingdom. Keep us from measuring our worth by what we produce or possess. Instead, teach us to invest our lives in love, mercy, and the building of community. Receive these offerings and use them to lift burdens, create hope, and strengthen your people. May we find joy not in accumulation, but in faithful relationship with you and our neighbors. May all that we offer today become a witness to your abundant grace. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Matthew 25, Jesus tells of a master who entrusts gifts to servants, “each according to that servant's ability,” and celebrates those who let the gifts grow rather than bury them in fear (CEB). This November, during Native American Heritage Month, we join The United Methodist Church in honoring Native American Ministries Sunday, one of six churchwide Special Sundays that support scholarships, leadership development, and ministries across the connection. Every gift tells a story, and through connectional giving, our story joins theirs. 

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the gifts God has entrusted to His whole Church.

NOVEMBER 22, 2026 
Christ the King –Native American Comprehensive Plan
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 (CEB)
In Ezekiel 34, God speaks directly into a painful situation. Israel's shepherds, the leaders who were supposed to protect the flock, had instead let the strong push out the weak. “You shove with shoulder and flank, and with your horns you ram all the weak sheep until you've scattered them outside,” God says of them. Into that failure, God makes a promise that is both tender and firm: “I myself will search for my flock and seek them out... I will seek out the lost, bring back the strays, bind up the wounded, and strengthen the weak.” And then comes a warning aimed squarely at the powerful: “the fat and the strong I will destroy, because I will tend my sheep with justice.”
This is not a passage about pity. It is a passage about justice, about a God who notices exactly who has been pushed to the margins and who did the pushing, and who promises to gather, heal, and restore what was scattered.
The United Methodist Church carries a piece of that promise forward through the Native American Comprehensive Plan, known as NACP, one of The United Methodist Church's churchwide ethnic ministry plans, supported through the connectional giving system and the World Service Fund. NACP exists to resource, strengthen, and advocate for Native American congregations and Indigenous communities worldwide, work that includes revitalizing Native languages, honoring Indigenous spirituality within Christian worship, developing leaders, and standing for climate justice on land many Native communities have stewarded for generations. History has too often scattered Native communities, sometimes even within the church itself. NACP is one way The United Methodist Church chooses, again and again, to seek out what was scattered and help it flourish.
Notice, too, how God's promise ends: not with a distant ruler, but with a shepherd raised up from within the flock itself. “I will appoint for them a single shepherd... My servant David will feed them. He will be their shepherd.” Real restoration means Native communities leading their own ministries, their own worship, and their own future, resourced by a wider church walking alongside them, not standing over them.
Picture a small Native congregation that has gone years without a pastor of its own, its ministry sustained mostly by volunteers stretched thin. Through NACP, that congregation is able to develop and support a leader raised up from within their own community. Attendance is not the only thing that can grow; so also sense that this congregation belonged, fully and permanently, within The United Methodist Church's connection. 
Every gift tells a story. This one is still being written, verse by verse, congregation by congregation, as gifts given through the connection help gather what was scattered.
Reflection Question:
Where might God be asking you to help gather someone your church family has not yet fully reached?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: The Shepherd Who Looks For You
Materials: A stuffed sheep or lamb toy, a soft blanket or cloth 

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
Today I brought a woolly friend with me. (Hold up the stuffed sheep.) Do you know what this is? That's right, a sheep!
Did you know that in the Bible, God is sometimes called our Shepherd? A shepherd is someone who takes care of sheep, keeps them safe, and makes sure every single sheep is okay.
In a story from the Bible, God says something like this: “I will look for my sheep, and I will find them, wherever they got lost.” Isn't that wonderful? God does not forget about anyone, even a sheep that wandered far, far away!
God also said, “I will help the sheep that got hurt, and I will make the weak sheep strong again.” That is such a kind and gentle shepherd, isn't it?
But guess what? Sometimes in a big group of sheep, some sheep can be pushy. They push and bump the gentle sheep out of the way so they can get all the best grass for themselves! That is not very kind, is it? God said He would take care of that too, and make sure every sheep, even the gentle ones, got to eat and feel safe.
This week, we get to think about our Native American brothers and sisters in God's big church family. A long, long time ago, some people were not always kind to Native American families, kind of like those pushy sheep. But God, our Good Shepherd, always looks for the ones who got pushed aside, and God's church family wants to do the same, to look for our Native American friends, to help them, and to make sure they always have a place, right in the middle of the flock, never pushed to the side.
When we give in church, we help our Native American church family have good leaders, keep their special songs and words, and take care of the land God gave us. It is like being a good helper for our big Shepherd!
Every single gift tells a story. And when we share, we help make sure every sheep in God's flock feels safe, strong, and loved.
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for being our Good Shepherd. Thank You for looking for every single sheep, even the ones who wandered far away. Help us be kind and gentle, like You, and help us take care of our Native American friends in Your big church family. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Good Shepherd, You promise to seek out the scattered, bind up the wounded, and strengthen the weak, tending Your flock with justice, not neglect. As we bring our gifts before You, we remember the Native American Comprehensive Plan and the congregations, leaders, and communities it helps gather and strengthen across The United Methodist Church. Through connectional giving, join our offering with gifts from congregations we may never meet, so that what we bring here helps restore what history has scattered. May every gift find its way home, and may every story it makes possible bring glory to You. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Compassionate Shepherd, you have blessed us beyond measure and taught us to find your face in the hungry, the lonely, the stranger, and the forgotten. Receive these gifts and receive our lives, that we may become people whose generosity flows not from obligation but from love. Use our offerings to feed, welcome, comfort, and restore, so that others may glimpse your kingdom through our care. And when we serve our neighbors, awaken us to the holy mystery that we are serving you. Shape us into disciples whose greatest joy is to love as Christ first loved us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
In Ezekiel 34, God promises to be a Shepherd who seeks the scattered, binds up the wounded, and tends the flock with justice (CEB). This November, during Native American Heritage Month, we celebrate the Native American Comprehensive Plan, one of The United Methodist Church's churchwide ethnic ministry plans, supported through the World Service Fund to resource Native congregations, leaders, and communities worldwide. Every gift tells a story, and through connectional giving, our gifts help gather what was scattered. 
Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the Shepherd who never stops seeking His flock.

NOVEMBER 29, 2026 
1st Sunday of Advent – Disabilities Awareness Sunday
MISSION MOMENT 
Begin today's reflection by reading the Scripture passage using the link below
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 (CEB)
Paul begins his letter to the Corinthian church, a congregation that will spend the rest of the letter being lovingly corrected for its divisions, immaturity, and confusion, with an unusual amount of confidence. Before he says anything critical, he says this: “you were made rich through him in everything: in all your communication and every kind of knowledge... The result is that you aren't missing any spiritual gift while you wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.” Whatever else is wrong with this church, Paul insists, its gifts are not the problem. Every gift needed is already present.
That claim should shape how The United Methodist Church thinks about disability. Each year, congregations across the connection observe Disabilities Awareness Sunday, a day set by each annual conference rather than a single churchwide date, precisely because this ministry is meant to be lived locally, in every community, not just marked once from a distance. It falls near December 3, the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, a fitting season to ask a hard but hopeful question: whose gifts has our church been missing, not because they were never given, but because a barrier, a step without a ramp, an order of worship with no room for a different pace, an assumption about who leads, got in the way first.
Consider a congregation that welcomed a young man who is Deaf into worship for years, always warmly, but always as a guest to be accommodated rather than a leader to be released. When that congregation finally invited him to help plan worship and interpret Scripture into sign language for the whole gathered church, something shifted. His gift had been present the entire time. What changed was whether the congregation was structured to receive it.
This is what it means to belong to a connected church. No single congregation figures out accessibility alone; through the shared covenant of connectional giving, resources, training, and stories move between congregations so that one community's hard-won lesson about welcome becomes another community's head start. Every gift tells a story, and some of those stories have been waiting, patiently, for a church willing to remove what stood in the way.
Paul closes this passage with a promise that still holds: “God is faithful, and you were called by him to partnership with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” Partnership, not accommodation. That is the goal Disabilities Awareness Sunday points toward. 
Reflection Question:
Whose gift might your congregation be missing, not because it isn't there, but because of a barrier still waiting to be removed?
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Title: Everybody Has a Gift to Share
Materials: A few very different objects, such as a book, a ball, and a small bell, a toy ramp, or a block or board propped up like a ramp

Good morning, friends! I’m so glad to see you today!
I brought some different things today. (Show the book, the ball, and the bell.) Look at all these different things! They are not the same, are they? A book is for reading, a ball is for playing, and a bell makes a fun sound. Every single one of these things is special in its own way!
Guess what? People are like that too! God made every person different, and God gave every single person a special gift, something they are good at or something wonderful they can share.
Did you know some of our friends have bodies or brains that work a little differently? Maybe a friend uses a wheelchair to get around, or a friend uses their hands to talk instead of their voice, or a friend needs a little more time to do things. That is okay! That is just how God made them, and they still have wonderful gifts to share, just like everybody else.
Sometimes, though, our church needs to make some changes so everyone can share their gifts. (Show the ramp.) Look at this ramp! A ramp helps someone who uses a wheelchair get inside easily. That is one way we make room for everybody.
The Bible tells us that God's people are not missing any gifts! That means every single person, every single friend, has something special to give. Our job is to make sure everybody gets the chance to share it.
This week, our church is thinking about that in a special way, because it is almost time for a day called the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, and our church wants every single friend to feel welcome and be able to share their gifts, right here with us.
When we give to our church, we help make more room for everyone, like ramps, helpers, and a warm welcome for every friend. Every gift tells a story, and God wants every friend's story to be told.
Prayer: Dear God, thank You for making every person different and special. Thank You for the gifts You gave each of us. Help our church make room for everybody, so all our friends can share their gifts with us. Amen.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Gracious God, Your Word reminds us that Your church is not missing any gift, for every gift needed is already present among us. As we bring our offering before You, we remember all who have waited for our congregations to remove the barriers that kept their gifts unseen. Bless this Disabilities Awareness Sunday, and through connectional giving, join what we offer here with gifts from congregations we may never meet, so that together, our whole Church becomes a place where every person can fully belong, fully serve, and fully be seen. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER from Discipleship Ministries
Restoring God, in seasons when your presence feels distant, you still hear the cries of your people. We come with longing hearts, bringing these gifts as signs of hope in your renewing grace. Receive what we offer and use it to restore what is broken, to strengthen what is weary, and to shine your light in places of despair. As we wait for your coming, shape us into a people who remember your faithfulness, who sing even in difficult days, and who live as witnesses to your promise. Restore us again, O God, that your salvation may be seen through us. Amen.

NEWSLETTER NUGGET
Paul begins his letter to the Corinthians with a bold claim: God's people are “not missing any spiritual gift” (1 Corinthians 1:3-9, CEB). The United Methodist Church holds that truth on Disabilities Awareness Sunday, observed by each annual conference and echoed by the International Day of Persons with Disabilities on December 3. Removing barriers is how we make room for every gift to be seen and shared. Every gift tells a story, and through our connection, no congregation does this work alone. 

Join us this Sunday for worship as we celebrate the gifts God has given every one of us.
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