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District gatherings were held over the lunch hour. 

 

Plenary Session III 

 

Bishop Haller called the session back to order with prayer. Richard Wahlstrom, layman from Rapid 

City Canyon Lake, moved the previous question. After the question was called and before the final 

speech on the disaffiliation, Stravia raised a point of order alleging it was improper for the chair to 

enforce an order of the day (lunch) while a speaker was seeking recognition. The bishop defeated the 

point saying that speaker was simply not recognized before the question was properly called.  

 

The motion to call the question was affirmed, and the body moved to a paper-ballot vote on the 

motion from the Trustees. Secretary Laffey told the tellers that red name tags do not vote. Only purple 

and green badges are eligible to vote.  

 

As the tellers were distributing ballots, Rev. Taylor Johnson, clergyman from Sioux Falls First, raised a 

point of clarification. He asked the chair to define the effect of Ú¡Ó�yÛ�ºÿÏ�Úÿ�yÛ��� Ó����æºÿÉÓùù���

K  þº���ºéÏ�º�Ú¡Ó�Û��� Ó���#ùÏ��º éß¡� æÓ� Ó�þ���ß� æÓ�É�ÿ �ºÉ �ºÿÏ�º�Úÿ�Û��� Ó���#ùÏ�ÿ#ùùéß¡� æÓ�

contract. If the motion failed, Ottmar said, it would fall back to Prairie Winds to decide how to 

proceed.  

 

Stravia raised a question about the validity of the votes cast on ballots then under distribution. He 

asked, since the body had allowed non-members to sit amongst voting members inside the bar of the 

conference, how would tellers be able to ascertain ballots were going only to voting members? Noting 

that visitors all wear the same color of name tags, Bishop Haller �Óé Ó�º ÓÏ�@ºßßÓ¡Ý��éÿ� �#É é�ÿ�� �� æÓ�

tellers adding a requirement for them to check the color of the name tags before issuing ballots.  

Following a prayer by Rev. Rebecca Trefz, the members ratified the disaffiliation agreement between 

the Dakotas Conference Board of Trustees and Prairie Winds by a vote of 233 members voting yes and 

122 members voting no. 

 

Laywoman Sheri Meister, executive director, called the corporate session of the Dakotas United 

Methodist Foundation to order.  She reported the Foundation has $41 million in assets. Jack Marsh 

from Sioux Falls First, member of the scholarship committee, spoke about the scholarship committee 

and to celebrate the nearly $100,000 the Foundation givesaway annually in scholarships to seminary 

students. He also read from a thank you note from a scholarship recipient. 

 

The Strategy Team report was given by Rev. Barry Whipkey, Rapid City First, and Jennifer Larsen, 

Sioux Falls First. The Strategy Team presentation included discussion questions for attendees which 

also provided information for the team to assist them in their work.   

 



Nancy Hallenbeck, laywoman from Sioux Falls First and member of the Nominations Committee, 

moved the Nominations report for approval with the following corrections:  

Common Table, Extended Cabinet, Nominations, Episcopacy:  

John Srstka Å add as new co-lay leader  

Sessions: Brandon Vetter Å add as new host clergy 

 JoAnn Early Å add as new host volunteer coordinator 

CCFA: William Kluckman Å add as new lay member  

 Josh Willprecht Å correct to not italized as clergy 

Missional Leaders, SW District: Jo Anne Hipple  - correct name spelling 

Common Table: Terry Nebelsick Å correct to italicized as lay 

NE DCOM: Ernie Wight Å correct name and email spelling 

Steve Olson Å remove 

 

Corrections were noted. After a prayer by Rev. Duane Coates, a clergyman serving Hettinger and 

agenda coordinator, the nominations report was affirmed as corrected.  

 

The Rev. Rebecca Trefz, chairwoman of the Resolutions and Petitions Committee, said the 

committee could not come to concensus on a recommendation (required by Conference Rule 7.5.4) 

as to whether the conference should pass or not pass either resolution in their current forms.  

 

Resolution 1.2- A Vision for a More Just Church was moved by Rev. Brett Roes, clergy of Rapid City 

Canyon Lake. Bishop Haller announced the discussion on the resolution would involve a maximum 

of three speeches for and three against the resolution. There were three speeches for and three against. 

Rev. Jennifer McDonald, a clergywoman serving Jamestown St. Paul, raised a question about the 

function of the discussion underway, given the information from the Resolutions and Petitions 

Committee. Rev. Trefz, chairwoman of the committee, recognized by the chair, answered saying that 

 æÓ�É�þþé  ÓÓÝ��ùºÉ÷��ß��ÓÉ�þþÓÿÏº é�ÿ�ÏéÏÿÝ �æéÿÏÓ�� æÓ�È�Ï¡�ß�om considering the merits of the 

resolution currently under consideration on the floor.  

 

Rev. Gwen Mader, retired clergywoman, moved to postpone this resolution until 2022. After a speech 

for and against, Rev. Ross Reinhiller, clergyman serving Faith UMC in Williston, called the question 

on postponement. The motion to call the question passed. The motion to postpone the resolution 

failed. The conversation was paused for afternoon break.  

 

Pleanary Session IV 

 

Bishop Haller called the session back to order. The discussion continued and  an amendment to 

Resolution 1.2 was presented by David Novstrup, layman of Aberdeen First. The amendment was as 

follows: 





Does the adoption of this resolution negate or limit the obligation and duty of members of the 

board of ordained ministry and members of district committees on ministry under Discipline 

Paragraph 304.5, as amended by the 2019 General Conference, and other relevant church law to 

É�ÿÏ#É �Úß#ùù�Ó ºþéÿº é�ÿ�ºÿÏ� æ���#àæ�éÿ�#é�¡Û�ß���þéÿé� �¡�ÉºÿÏéÏº Ó��ºÿÏ� ��ÏÓÉùéÿÓ� ��

approve any candidate who does not meet the qualifications of Discipline Paragraph 304.1-3?  

 

Board of Ordained Ministry Chair, Rev. Val Reinhiller, a clergywoman connecting Faith UMC in 

Williston with the surrounding community, presented those clergy who will be retiring: Revs. Ken 

Ballard, Dave Motta, and Rick Pittenger, present, and Revs. Rod Tkach and Jeffrey Neuberger, in 

abstention. Those retirees who spoke (Ballard and Pittenger from Sioux Falls and Motta from Fargo) 

presented their farewell points of privilege with their wives by their sides 

 

CCFA brought back a recommendation to increase the 2022 Budget Proposal to include the payment 

of the General Church apportionments at the 2016 rate, approximately $225,000. After a prayer by 

Rev. Josh Wilprecht, clergyman serving  Brandon Celebration, the 2022 Budget Proposal was 

approved as amended. 

 

Moved by Rev. Rebecca Trefz, the Consent Calendar was approved by consensus. Resolution 1.3 Å 

Preparing for Denominational Separation was presented by Jeff Pospisil, conference treasurer.  After a 

prayer by Rev. Kris Mutzenberger, clergywoman serving as superintendent of the Northeast District, 

the resolution passed with a vote of  294 yes votes, and 40 no votes. 

 

Chair of the Board of Pensions and Health Benefits, Elaine Roberts from Sioux Falls Wesley, moved 

that we open the corporate session of BOP. Bishop Haller declared the session open. Elaine presented 

the members of the Board, including new member, Kevin Klare, layman from Dell Rapids, to be 

approved. Leanna Stunes, laywoman of Mitchell Downtown First and Conference Benefits Officer, 

discussed new proposed legislation regarding eligibility for health insurance, the opportunity to opt-

out of coverage and the effect these changes have on the direct bill to local churches. (The updated 

policy can be found in section X. Rules and Policies in the Conference Journal.) Stunes then moved 

election of the new members and acceptance of the Pensions report, containing the changes to the 

health insurance policy. After a prayer by Rev. Roy Caudill, retired clergyman, the Pensions report 

and new members were approved. Executive session closed. 

 

The Rev. Ray Baker, clergyman serving Fargo Faith, rasied a question about the meaning and effect of 

X�éÉÓÝ���Ó�#Ó� �ß���º�Èé�æ�Ý���#ùÓ��ß�ùº����é�æ���Haller said it is a process that she has 30 days to answer. 

The bishop then allowed Baker to have a point of personal privilege. During the point, Baker said  he 

and his fellow writers of the resolution intended it to be entirely aspirational.  

 

Bishop Haller shared thank yous and closed the session with prayer. 
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